
limits 


greening. We st Glam or- 
^ gan IS restricting grommets. 

CjHigjpoiiueiu varicose veins, DACs fef L 

tllity treatmmits. 

A lmost one in North Birmingham is 
three health aa> shown to be itwiithig a long 
tborities has list of proeedores, including 
started explicit screening £or aortic anenr* 
rationing of ysm (nqitaFe of the main 
treatments, ae* blood vessel fhrtiie heart) and 
cording to the tirst compre- screoiiDg for cancers of the 


IMOST one in 
three health aa> 
tborities has 
started explicit 


hensive survey of iriiat health 
care is being commissioned 
for patients under the 


colon and rectum. 

Ms Hannan said: **11115 is 
clear evidence tiiat; behind 


National Health Service dosed doors, tiie Government 
market is rationing our National 

Fo^ of the 129 health au- Health Snvlce.** 
tborities in England. Wales Details of the high-earning 
and Scotland have stated that trust dlrectora came yester- 
they are either buying no day in aimtiai survey of 

care under one or more treat- trust and health authority so- Gr^meHlck, watched by Cast bowler Allan Donald, cdriiratEsacgaitnry optheopeniBgday oftheflrst Test against South Africa in Pretoria, the first meetiiig between the two sides 
merit hAaritng e nr arw liniTt. counts bv the Healthcare Ft ip South A&ica Cor 30 years. England were 221 for foorj^ close of ptoy, with Hick unbeaten on 105. Mike Selvey, page 16 moTooRAPKORAHAMOMciMCK 
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merit haariing s or ace limit- 
ing it 


counts by Healtitcare Fi- 
nancial Management Associa- 


Treatments being rationed tion. As wcQl as 20 trust 
include not cmly procedures dixectors paid over £100,000, 
regarded as non-essential or 20 health authority staff 
of doubtful clinical value, but received over £90.000. 
also preventive services such Among trusts, the highest 
as routine uttrusouud and paid chief esecutive was Tim 
urine tests in pregnancy, Matthews, of Guy's and St 
screening for brittle-bone dis- Hiomas’s in south London, 
ease and screening for heart who received total lemunara- 


ip South A&ica for 30 years. England were 221 for foim^ close of piay, with Hick unbeaten on 105. Mike Selvey. page 16 morooRAPKORAHAMc 

Murdoch accused of closing Today unnecessarily 


conditions and cancer. 

Ful] details of the survey, to 
be released today, will re-ln- 


tionofnil.OOa 
Ihe Cheviot and Wans beck 
trust in Northumberland paid 


A ud i aw Cutf 

and Lisa Buckfngbani 


be released today, will re-ln- trust in Northumberland paid ^^ UPERT MURDOCH, 
flame the row over whether £524,000 in respect of its chief chairman of News Inter- 

the health service can any executive, John O’Brien, the I tnational, was accused 
longer oSbr fttlb fine health bulkofwhirtiwentanpiQdDg last night of closing the loss- 


tional, itiio told the news- a modest circulation, insufQ- started the battle. Today is wanted to make a symbolic tesy with which I have been 

piyper’a 200 joumalisti that cimit growth and rapidly ris- the first national dally to be gesture of bis anger over the treated. 

Wily's edition would be the ing costs, we have no closed since the Daily Sketdi proposed ownership curbs. *T fliink Today can still be a 

last, said the losses were in- alternative.” folded in 1971. Mr Al Fayed said last nieht national asset It is had for de- 

supportable and there was no Mr Fayed, whose ap>plica- Three months ago Mr Mur- be remained willing and able mocracy when a newspaper is 


care as it has since 1948. up to age 60 his pension 

Controversy will be ftxrtfaer be t0(^ early retirement 
fiielled by the disclosure yes- Burnley Healthcare 


focUiy's edition would be the ing costs, we have no closed since the Daily Sketch 
last said the losses were in- alternative.” folded in 1971. 

su pp orta ble and there was no Mr Fayed, whose ap>plica- Three months ago Mr Mur- 
credfble buyer. tion for BritiA citizenship docb had said be was pre- 

But Mr Al Fayed wrote: ’1 was r^ected last year, has pared to pour millions into 
am most disappointed given r^ieate^ voiced suspicions Today, wMch saw its drcula- 


proposed ownership curbs. *T fliink Today can still be a 
Mr Al Fayed said last nieht national asset It is had for de- 
be remained willing and able mocracy wbm a newspapo* is 


tion for BritiA citizenship docb had said be was pre- to buy the new^aper. In his killed Given the opportu- 
WBS Fleeted last year, has pared to pour millions into letter to Mr Murdo^ be said: nity, 1 would have made a 
r^ieate^ voiced suspicions Today, which saw its drcula- ‘T am in no doubt that your substantial investment to ere- 


up to age 60 his pension after I making Today newspaper 1 that on^ two months ago you [that be has been firozen out by I tion foil 6 per cent over the I dosuie costs will be heavy I ate a great newspaper in 


when there was an ofibr on ] reftised to seU It to me on the [ the business and political I past year, to S73.000. 


terday that 20 directors of £328,000, including a £245,000 
NHS trusts, including 10 chief pay^ to farmer chief execu- 


Bumley Healthcare paid the table that would have 
(28,000, including a £245,000 saved 200 jobs. 


basis that yon wished to keep 
it going. It is incredible that 


establishment 


But when the Government 


executives, each reedved pay tive Masfo AQanan. 
and rewards of more than More controversy will be 
£100,000 in 1994/95. One trust triggered by comments by 
paid its chief executive Stephen Dorrell. the Health 
£524,000, largely over his Seoetaiy, in an intmview in 
early retirement ' tomorrow's edition Pulse, a 

Harriet Harman, the magazine for family doctors, 
shadow health secretaiy, said in which he is asked about 
last night ''When people see moves by healfii insurers to 


payoff to fonner chief execu- Mohammed Al Fayed, you had it within your power 
tive Masfo Ajkman. chairman of Barrods; dis- to safeguard the jobs of the 

More coiitrovezsy will be cloeed that he had-offored to pe<^ whose fomilies depend 
triggered by comments by buy tiw afling paper, but the tq>on those jobs and you have 
Stephen Dorrell. the Health deal was abandoned without chosen not to do so.” 
Seovtaiy, in an intmview in explanation after two months Mr Hinton said: "Closing 
tomorrow's edition Pulse, a .of n^otlatims. Mr Al Fayed papers Is not part of News In- 
magazine for fomily doctore, renei^ his offer last ni^t in ternational’s experience; it 
in which he is asked about an open letter to Mr Mnrdoch. has not been on easy decision. 


Today's closure coincides published its cross-media best interests of irour share- 


and I am dismayed that you which the whole country 
did not feel it would be in tile could have taken p^e." 


you had it within your power with tiie e ff e ctiv e ending of ownership plans, which are holders and employees to 


the newspaper price war. 


depbnd whirti was started by Mr national’s scope for expan- 
ou have Murdoch two years ago, and sion, be waned that the 
has cost the industry more future of loss-making papers 
Closing than £150 million in lost or- would be jeopardised, 
lews In- culattoD revenues. Ihe company insisted the , 


likely to restrict News Inter- renew the negotiations with 
national’s scope for expan- me, leaving aside the discour- 


Today revolutionised the 
Turn to page 2, column 3 

Leader cofiimen^ page 8 




spending on managers reach- set up prtva 
i^ record levels, they are not tice sd aem es. 
prepaid to accept that the Praising ti 
NHS cannot a£B:^ to give vate-sector < 
tham the treatment of screen- the quality < 
ing that their doctors say they care. Ml* D 
need.” thtok tixat v 

The rationing survey is most certadnl 


tomorrow's edition Pulse, a .of n^otlatimis. Mr Al Fayed papers is not part of News In- cuiattoo revenues. Ihe company insisted the 

magazine for fomily doctors, renei^ his offer last ni^t in ternational’s experience; it fodustry observers noted decision was taken sole^ on ' 

in which he is asked about an open letter to Mr Murdoch, has not been an easy decisioo, the inmy that toe first casu- commercial grounds. but| 

moves by healto insurers to Les Hinton, executive 'We deeply regret the decision alty of the price war was a some News Internationa] in- 
set up private general prac- chsurman of News fiiterna- to cease j^Ueation, but wito paper owned by the man who siders said that Mr Murdo^ 


Ptsdslng the efiect of pri- 
vate-sector competition on 
the quality of IfflS hospital 
care, bfr Dmrell says: *T 
thirik tixat we shall see, al;. i 
most certadniy, toe same pro- 1 


m • 


Rationed 


euxysm (rupture of main 
blood verael fixr the heerQ 


■ screening fhr cancers of in the tnxmel to the dressing 
the colon and rectum. rooms after an ill-tempered 


r.: 

a S * 


founded an a database com- cess workhig its way throi^ 
piled by Blackwell Masters, a if toe private sector becomes 
consultancy ba^ in L^- a significant provider of gen- 
buni, Noito ‘Yorkshire, which eial practice sexvices.” 
has drawn together all the 
armnai purchasing pub- 
lished health aotboritles. 

Ministers say they do~hot 
have any comparable records 
and Insist that rationing— or ■ ear grommets 
what they prefer, to call ■ D&C ‘‘scrapes*’ for 
"priorlty-settfiig” — is. an womenunderdO 
issue fbr each authority to de- ■ varicose vein opmitions 
tenhine in the light of local ■ screening for oeter^oro- 
needs. sis, or brittiedione disease 

However, tt recently ■futility treatment - 
emerged that the NHS execu- ■ screening for amrtic an- 
ti ve hjid hpH a senupar mi euxysm (rupture of main 
rationing and bad started blood verael fbr the heerQ 
worts on a national fiwme- ■ screening for cancers of 
work for priority-setting the colon and rectum. 

decisions. 

Labour will use the sur^ 
today to launch a gampa-ign 
against toe -spread of ration- 

ing, citing It as proof toat toe t g/ffp r ^jvF ivTT 

provision of free health care a vsrv awmmvd pucr,- 
is being pared down on a *' \ \ 

broad ftimt ' “+"v 

Of the 40 authorities idanti- r|Q 
fled as having started ratiozh |£[ i 
ing, 23 have stopped or are 0 
limiting insertion -of ear ^ ^^LAh/Ui 

grommets; 21 D&C "scnqies" 
for women under 40; 10 suigi* 
cal treatment of varicose f W 

veins; eight screening for os- rf 

teoporosis or brittle-bone dis- 
ease; and eight fertility \ ^ 
treatment ff ^ 

Portsmouto and South East o /:« 

Hampshire is shown to be 

limiting grommets, D&Cs, ^ 

varicose x’elns and (oteoporo- Bja 


Italians accu3e Leah death report 
team of brawl focuses on brain 


K- I.',:':-.-.' •, 




— chief of police in Ancona, said 

■ ■ itwouldbeuptoCacciatorito 

jonn oiovwrin mill press charges. However, 

under Italian law if Csccia- 

I P TO four foot- tori takes longer 30 days 

bailers may extra- to recover, prosecution is 


Alex Bel 


home in Latchingdon, 
Reew 

John Henry, consultant 

OCTORS hope to dis- physician at the National Poi- 1 
cover why Leah Bette sem’s Unh, said that tiie post- 
died after taking a mortem may explain why I 



■ ear grommets ■ HP TO four English foot- tori takes longer than 30 days I jeover why Leah Bette sem’s Unh, said that tiie post- 

■ D&C “scrapes” for ■■haliers may foce extra- to recover, prosecution is ^^died after taking a mortem may explain why 

women under 40 ^^dition to Italy after vio- automatic ami up to four play- single ecstasy tablet when Leah suffered such a strong 

■ varicose vein operations lence following Birmingham ers could have to return to they see the results of her reaction to the drug, which 

■ screening for oeter^oro- City's matcb at Ancona in toe Italy for court proceedings. . post-mortem examination was found in pure form in 

sis, or bxtttle-bone dis^ise Anglo Italian Cup on Wednes- Cacciatori remains under today. urine and blood samples. The 

■ fatuity treatment - day put the Ancona coadi, a obeervation in hospital with a Lreh, who fm into a coma post-mortem report is ex- 

■ screening for amrtic an- British referee and one Anco- fractured cheekbone and an after taking the drug at her pected to focus on damage to 






na player in hospitaL 


Ihe Iqjnries were inflicted John Lloyd, of Wrexham, 
in the tnxmel to the dressing returned home last ni^t with 
rooms after an ill-tempered a brolmn finger. The Ancona 
match in which the Italian pilfer Robei^ Magnani was 


eye condition. The referee, 16th birtiiday party last week- h&c brain. 


end, died yeiterday when her While Leah was alive, her 
life support machine was heart lungs, liver, kidneys 
tumedoff. and cornea were examined 


Y*>0 HfiHe 1W DISEASE /N 
A VERV AWMMVto PUCft.- 


dub's coach, Abssimo Chucia- treated at hospital after being 
tori, twice -went on to tiie field kicked In the head, 
during play and Bir- The Birmingham players 

miTijfrawi piayftfT«t dsoy that serious vloleuce oc- 

Rmntto Bigari, -toe secre- cuired. The Italians, bow- 
tary of Ancona, who wit- ever, axe toslsting there was a 
nes^ the fidit in toe tun-' premeditated atteck and that 


a brolton finger. The Ancona tumedoff. and cornea were examined 

pilfer Roberto Magnani was Her femily were gathered and found not to have been 
treated at hospital after being round her b^ide at Brotes- aflbeted by the ecstasy, 
kl^ed In the head. field hospital near Cbelms- Leah, an A-level studmit at 

The Birmingham players fbrd. &sex, in the early hours Basildon College, collapsed 
deny that serious violence oc- of the morning after giving five boure after taking the 
cuired. The Ttaiiana how- permission to doctors to pill, which had an apple 
ever, are toslsting there was a switch off the madiine. mo^ Her parmfts, -three sie- 
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uessed toe fi^t in toe tun- premeditated atteck and that Paul Leah, her fhtoer, said teis and brotoer maintained a 
nel. said Cacciatori was the English players let their later that Leah would have 24-hour vigfl by her bedside 




punched In toe- fece. ‘Tt all counterparts pass before one 
happened suddenly.” said Biz- approached Cacciatori 
sarL “He was ihjmred above apparently to shake bands, 
his eyebrow and be foil to the Instead a punch was thrown. 


graimd. Then be was set on 
wito unbelievable -vidence.” 
R iaHMri said p oli ce and 
tetrates were investlgatii^ 
and ha expected charges to be 


Wlien toat happen^ say the 
Italians, otbv Birmingham 
players then kicked and 
punched the Ancona players. 


wanted to donate her oi^ans but she did not regained 
and tiiat tii^ were removed cmscionsness. 
immedi^ly. Vanessa Moi> Essme police said last ni^t 
gan, regional transplant co- th^ were still trying to find 
ocdlnator, wid tiiat by this the dealer vrtio sdld Leah the i 
morning at least tinee pe<qde jdUs at Raquel's nightclub in . 
would bare bcdoefitied. Basildon on Friday. They I 


brought against British play- txytog to separate them, 
ers. The Football League will “If that's what toey -want to 
also hold an inquity once it say, let them. Nothii^ bap- 
has the referee's pmed.” said Liam Daish. the 

Leonardo Tancredi, deputy Birmingham ^ty captain. 


:s then kicked and would have benafitted. Basildon on Friday. They 

id toe Ancona players. “Leah’s wish was that she were also pxmtiug posters 
fractured a finger in tiiould others live in toe wito a photo of Leah and toe 
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event c£ her death." said Mr Crimestoppers telephone 
T^h, **1 have respected that number to distribute to idubs. 


jGbw ro w n lt^-" 

nnanciBfneimll ... 
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q>liwi88iB9 
BotakatO/ia ' 
David Sexton 11 


wish." 

Leah suffered brain damage 
after taking the tablet at her 
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trader pages 








■' B a idhi V ‘ -7 

WaatberiS 


: 9" 770261 "307354 



Rata oar vaiy ud are enrreet a lime of going to prrw. Cempariiea are baaed 
on lowreat beariog cwrcin acraon, Q^crdralw are tubjm to auarand ore om 
amhbk to penoni aodcr 15 yean. Written qmiaHon are ataUabie on re^neat. 
APRoTV.Wait variable. .411 orerdrant are reputable on demand. Abbev Nanenal, 
tbe UmbrtUa Cot^ ijmbol andTIie habit oT a lilitlinie are tndmiarL of Abba 
^btlonal plr, Abbrr Hoibf, Baker Sirm, Loadoa NWl 6XL, Untied Klngdma'. 


\ 






2 NEWS 


Sketch 


Speak Rifkind in 
eonly a wikk! 



Simon Hoggart 


A LLTOGPrHS!Ramr, 
XA Ifit's talk Ri&ind! In the 
/^Alanguage of the Lothian 
Loyd Grossman, seat is what 
.coal comes in, and ‘‘feckless” 
refeistoavirgin. 

Yesterday the Foreign Sec- 
retary attacked a body called 
the “Lebber Pardy*’ (Her Maj- 
esty's Opposition), and spoke 
sarcastically his “Igger- 
ness” (enthusiasm) to bear 
what they had to “the 

semm deh” (within a concur- 
rmit 24-boor pmiod). 

the Berlitz listen *n* 
learn tape cassette course in 
Rifkind youil master key 

phmflttBTriMTiing, fa|- Mrain. 

pie, seven days iK^ "a wick 
eggo”, a binding agreement 
between nation states, or 
“tritty”, and the voters Ctlie 
elickrtritt“). 

You’ll be relaxed and con- 
vincing wh^ you talk about 

“fUUishness*’ (stupidityX and 
describe authoritative bow 
“wi hev Sion thay eonly kin- 
clu^rni” (we have observed 
the sole re^l). 

Yes, whenyouvisitRifkind- 
land. natives will gasp at your 
astonishing command of Idi- 
omatic lan^iage. Mind you, 
they won't understand a word 
of irtiat you're saying either, . 
but that's probably all to the 
good. 

The foreign affeirs debate 
iititich foUo^ the Gracious 
Speech (or the “gresb spish” 
as Robin Cook called it) has 
traditionally been a dreary. 
sub-fUsc affaif Both sides pi- 
ously agree on most issues. 
War in Bosnia (they’re against 
it), peace in the Middle East 
(theyYn all for it), and tyramiy 
(may it vanish the face of 
the earth.) 

With Douglas Hurd as For- 
eign Secretaiy. these debates 
took the form of a Grandee’s 
tourd'horizon. Mr Hurd 
would no more drag party 
poUtics into a fore^ aEEairs 
debate than cast aspersions 
on his opponent’s wife. 

Mr RiOdnd is differeiit (}ne 
senses that, invitedto adipio- 


First night 


matic reception, be would 
^nore the sherry, grabacan 
of Special Brew, mid look for 
someone who fended a spot of 
annwr^tling. 

Ss speech was two-thirds 
partisan. He accused Labour 

of rolUng over to accept what- 
ever Brussels demanded, and 
suggested that itsfeont 
bench were all past, covert or 
active membars of CND. 

Consequen Qy Mr Cook 
looked like a man firmn whom 
tiie great burden of modera- 
tion has been lifted. Being 
rude to Mr Hurd would have 
been like firing ink pellets at 
an archdeacon. Bat Mr 
mfidnd is an old enemy from 
student d^ (Scots tend to 
disUketiieEtiglishonprhuii- 
ple. but each omer in practice) 
andhewasatlastabletoesar- 
cise all his great capacity for 
acorn and contempt 

Mr Cook is wittiout doubt 
the best debater in the shadow 
cabinet, the mecise opposite 
of Jack Straw. He is Witty. He 
thhiksonhisf^Hemider- 
stands the rhythms of a 
speech, racing over some pas- 
sages, emphasising others. 

Best of an, he relishes Inter- 
ruptfons. MUdiael Portillo 
tried to trip him up over 
French nuclear tests, and Mr 
Cook squashed him, scarcely 

tronbli^ to intmrupt his own 
flow. (“His oneedin^ ungra- 
cious speech at his party cm- 
ference was depressing 
ftnmig h in tha m-i ginfll 

ftn giiah; itihusthavesoaiided 
terrlQnng in Gmman.'O 

Pow Michael Fabricant 
ttiedto interrupt, but Mr Cook 
swatted him aside, like a 

horse-fly at a picnic. 

As for the Government, its 
strategy in ev«7 situation 
was to stand alone. ‘Tt is just 
as weU tiiat they regard isola- 
tion as proof of their success, 
b^use they have had so 
much experience c€it“ 

At the New Zealand confer- 
ence. Britain had stood alone 
cm Frendi nucleartssts 
against ev@c7 otiier nation in 
ttie Commonwealtii: “Are 
they an secret members of 
CND? 

**T 7ia yfi tent1 ^IpTioagains f 

the Bri&ih people, of whom 
only 3 per cent supportthe 
lYmich tests — evenfewer 
than suppc»t the Conserva- 
tive Pai^. Ace aU mem- 

bers of 

•'Ihaaks to foe peculiar ' 
cbemistry arid rivalry (^ihe 
Labour fttmt bench. Mr Cook 
Is wasted. He sbool^'tbe. 


Vigorous Mitchell 
reigns supreme 


Michael Billington 


WngL—r 

Hackney Empire 

W E HAVE had Hamlet 
at Hackney Empire. 
Now we have King 
Lear. In a way it makes a kind 
of sense to see Jude Kel^ 
West Yorkshire Playhouse 
production in this scarlet and 
gold palace of varieties since it 
is effortlessly dominated by 
Warren Mit^U's perfor- 
mance as the king. 

Mitchell is not some noble 
titan but a tetohy, violent iras- 
cible warrior, who in the early 
scenes makes no bid for our ' 
sympathy. He p^des around 
the court In m^tary hat, med- 
als and sandals and treats the 
division of tiie kingdom as a 
diameless excuse for a display 
ofpublic approbation. He dan- 
dles a crown alznostmenac- 
ingly in finnt of Cordelia and. 
at one point creepily paws Re- 
gan as if he is into the business 
ofdau^terabuse. 

This is not a Lear mie can 
easily warm to. But there Is 
vigour In his rages and power 
in his curses and. in tiie great 
central scenes, he seems al- 
most to be craving some kind 
ofp\mlshment for his sins: in 
fhct he strips naked in the 
hovel, which must be some 
kind of first for Shakespeare's 
^g. And, even in the final 
section, Mitchell never opts 
for easy pathos. He cavorts 
around the blinded Gloucester 
at Dover ffeaOi clutching a 
cassette player and at the last 
bends over Cordelia’s body in 
self mortification. Some Lean 
crave one’s tears. Mitchell's is 
a study da wilfUl and capri- 
cious tyrant who learns a 
painful lesson. 


It is a fine performance 
from an actor who deserves to 
be remembered formuch 
more than Alf(3ainett. And, if 
tiiere is any thtou^ line in 
Jude Kelly's aomewhat 
bizarre production, it is that 
Lear's violent patrterchy has 
spread moral chaos both 
throu^ his fiunily and the 
irtiote kingdom. 

In fact, the ofoer outstand- 
ing peifbrmance comes from 
Alexandra GUbreathasa Re- 
gan who seems to have been 
drivmi cruelly mad by her 
fether's unwanted attentions. 
She lends Cornwall her hair 
clip for the blinding (rf' . 
Gloucester, stabs a servant 
with insane vigour and even 
ke^ her husband’s corpse 
stashed under the bed. It is 
clearly intended to be a femi- 
nist production e^)06ii^the 
disastrous consequences of 
male brutishness. 

It is a feir point but is 
rubbed in somevrtiat exces- 
sively. There seems little tex- 
tual warrant for makizigtlte 
kii^af France a despotic 
^rant who browbeats Corde- 
lia and returns in the final 
moments to stage a perticu- 
iariy vfdotts co£(p 

This is not a dull or conven- 
tional Lear. Asute from Gil- 
breath’s Regan and Trevor 

Baxter's gulUble Gloucester, 
the suppmtlng cast is a mixed 
ba& Isu^^one will 
remember this production 
less for its ensemble work 
tiian for Mitchell’s perfor- 
mance as a whimsical absolut- 
ist vtiio Is the prime source of 
dismdte: in his dlsfntegratii:^ 
land. Tve seen many nobler 
Lears but few with sudi un- 
stinting vigour. 


This review appeared in later 
editions yesterday 


In Outlook on Saturday 


•God on the box: Is Britain 
ready for the tele-evangelists? 
•None of our business: the 
ethics of Multinationals 
•No fear of flying: Sir Freddie 
Laker takes to the air again 
Plus Spike Lee interview 
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Inflation fall 
favours cut 
in loan rate 


Mchard Thomas 


ThefirstToday.wttii,fromtop,RnpertMnrdocfa, who dosed it, Richard StPtttvriio edited it. and Edtfie Shah, who l a u n c h e d it 

Union-busting mouid breaker 
never found a secure niche 


Eddie Shah's pap^ 
tried all persuasions, 
but security eluded 

rt, Lawrence 
Donegan writes 

T he phCHoe rang on the 
Today newsdesk at.7.40 
yesterday morning. It 
was Richard Stott calling 
from his car. ‘The editor 
never rings up tiiat early, so 
we knew that something was 
up,’’ a member of staff said. 

Mr Stott was on his way to 
a breakfast meeting with bis 
d^nzty, Mary Riddell, and the 
paper’s No. 3, Uoyd Turner, 
to tell' them the paper was 
closing. They arrived at. the 
office in Wajgnng, east Lon- 
don. soon afterwards, “very 
subdued”. 

By tbon, ramouts of im- 
siding closure were rife. 
mfirmatioH came at a ^m 
staff meeting: the paper 
which had broken the 
national newspaper mould 
had succumbed after nine 
years of strug^e. 

Today was the creation of 
pjidie Shah, a local news- 
paper owner who shot to 
natimnai prominence in 1983 
when be opposed the print 
unions’ allem pt s to Impose a 
closed shop on his Stockport 
Meswngw group of p^ers. 

Mr Shah’s battle against the 
unicms became a pivotal test 
for Margaret Thatcher’s trade 
iminn tp gigiatiim and by the 
time he won in 1S84 Im had 


gnirMid many admiw»fi8 in gnxy- 
ai -nm*mt and ftTianrial rfr Aw. 

Bnoyed by tins s up pcsrt. Mr 
Shah decided to launch a 
naticmal newspaper produced 
on new technology, with 
ccdonr, but without the print 
iznions. Xt was a manifesto f<Hr 
a Fleet Street revolution. 

Mr Shah’s admirers in- 
cluded Norris McWhirter, 
founder cf the extreme rl^- 
wing Freedom Association, 
who helped to raise the £18 
minion bfr. ^lah needed to 
laundh his paper. Brian Mac- 
Arthur, a Sui^ay Times exec- 
utive, was recufted as editor 
wifi) the instraction to c^ 
ture the middle market 

The laun^ on Mandi 4 
1986, was doi^;ed by techno- 
logical breakdowns and dis- 
trlbation problems. The 
paperis colour printing — its 
principal selling point — 'was 
invariably blurred and was 
quickly dubbed “Shahviskm” 
by Fleet Street wags. 

Mr MacArthor, now at the 
Times, said last night: Tfs 
difficult to be proud of our 
launch product but I’m pretty 
proud of the feet that, under 
the circmnstances, we kept 
the whole thmg on -the road. 

“We were trying to stage a 
revolution overtdghL We only 
iwi^ a quarter of tiie staff of 
the ottier Fleet Street papers 
— around 150 — who were 
wcxktng with state of the art 
techndogy. In retrospect £1B 
million was not to 

start a paper.” 

Mr Shah sold his control- 
ling stake in ttie paper to Loor 
rho for £20 million fonr 
T Q on thg after ti'w» launch. He 


eventually gave up all his in- 
terest . in Today. In recent 
years, he has turned to vnft- 
ing ‘Tdoc^buster” novels. 

Mr MacArihur left the edi- 
tor’s riiair in December 1986. 
By then sales were 400.000 — 
half the anticipated 
ctrculation. 

The papra' sta^ered along 
fin: another six moufoks as 
Lonrho sot^it a buyer.- The 
Sunday Today ^ produced by 
13 stsff'tn a corner of the 
paper's VauXhall office — was 
dosed hi May 1987. 

Oose month later, Robcart 
Maxwell announced he was 
Irayiz^ Thday for £40 million. 
It was ac^ the next day to 
Rupert Murdoch's News 
IntemationaL 

Mr Murdoch's first act was 
to bring in David Montgom- 
ery as editor from the News of 
the World. Be immediately 
took 'Today downmarket bat 
neverthelKS, wem the News- 
paper of the Year award.' 
Sales started to dimb as huge 
amounts were spent on pro- 
motion, including £300,000 
serialising a bfidiael Jayson 
autobiogtaidiy. 

The rise in circulation 
proved temporary and Mr 
Montgomery hitched the 
paper to the growing green 
movement At the 1989 Euro- 
pean elections it became 'the 
first and only national news- 
paper to urge a vote for the 
Chreen Party. Observers be- 
lieve this damaged the 
paper’s credibility and, olti- 
mately, its sales. 

Mr Montgomery, who’d 
earned the disapproval of his 
proprietor by attenq)ting a 


Murdoch ‘could 
have sold paper’ 


continued from page 1 
industry when it was 
laiTnfthftH in MsTch 1986 by 

-Chah with CODQlUter 
technology, foil odour and no 
print »iTiT<w>s. News baterna- 
tkmal took over in 1987 and 
said it bad poured scores of 
millions into editorial and 
promotion. 

The clearest signal that flie 
price war bad became finan- 
cially insupportable emerged 
as News IntemationaL an- 
nounced that the cover price 
d tbe Times would iacroase 
by ^ to 30p on Mteiday. The 
TSlegcsith and Independent 
are expected to fdlow. 

Today was understood to be 
k>siz^ more than £l0million 
a year and industry sources 
have suggested tbe Times was 
notdih^ up losses of about 
fi40ffliUiODa7ear. 

hi a fixrther a ttempt to 
shore up the financial perform 
manca ‘ffie TTmes, News bi- 
ternational said it would be 
cutting the recommended 
margin to retailers from ll.S^ 

copytolQp. 

The retailers’ maigin was 
not reduced when cover 
prices were cot but a SO per 
cent rise in newsprint this 
year has prompted a rethink. 

Other newspaper groups 
are thou^ likely to attempt 
to claw twdi some profit from 
tile rettolefs by cutting the 
T^t would be worth 
£4.5 million a year to a one 
million a day circulation 
paper such as the Telegraph 
or £2million a year to the 
Guardian. 

Mr Murdoch was in London 
last week to complete the 


pUiTis and he naiiad a high- 
level meeting of his editors at 
the weekend. 

News International told 
staff on Today that they 
'would be interviewed in the 
nest few days and many 
would be found emptoyment 
in other parts of the company. 

The dosnre was a blow to 
Tony Blair, the Labour 
lead». who said he was sad- 
dened by the news: "Under 
Richard Stott’s editorship the 
paper ran some great cam- 
paigas azid coBsistentiy toZd 
the truQi about the Tories.” 

Alistair Campbell, his ixess 
secretary and a former 'Ihday 
cofomnist, believed the paper 
was a usefol way of targeting 
crucial midd2e<iass voters. 

John Monks, guMral secre- 
tary of the TUC. said: "British 
democracy will be the poorer 
for its loss. Tbe pezmxiptory 
way the newspapers staff 
have been treated 1^ News En- 
temational Is disgraeefoL ” 

There was intense specula- 
tion last night that Today's 
editor, Richard Stott, could 
take ovto* the vacant editor’s 
ch^ at the Daily Express. 

Ihiited Newspctoers. owners 
of the Express, denied wide- 
spread indusfry rumours tiie 
group was closing the Dally 
Star, or that Mr Murdoch had 
bought a stake in the 
company. 

News Inteniational also cat- 
egorically dmled the qteeula- 

tion that it had or to 

buy shares in United News- 
papers or acquire any of its 
national newspaper titles. 


Leader comment pa ge 8 


Yesterday 


■ February?, 1984 
Eddie Shah floats the idea 
at lunch -with Andrew Neil 
of new, union-free national 
newspaper. 

■ 1985 

Eddie Shah raises the £18 

million be estimates is 
needed to launch a paper 
produced using new 
technoU^. 

■ March 4, 1986 
First issue of Today. 

■ June 1986 

First cash crisis. Lonrho 
buys 35 per cent Stake from 
EddieShah. 

■ December 1986 
Brian MacArthor, the 
lannrii editor, resins. 

■ May 1987 
Sister paper, Sunday 
Today, doses. 

■ July 1987: Rupert 
Murdoch boys tl^ paper for 
£88 million. David 
Montgomery becomes 
editor. 

■ December 1987 

Eddie Shah sells his stake in 
the paper. 

■ May 1989 

Today advises readers to 
vote for the Green Party at 
Euro-elections — the first 
national paper to do so. 

■ March 1991 
Martin Dunn becomes 
editor after Murdoch 
rejects management boy- 
oot headed by David 
Montgomery. 

■ February 1993 
Richard Stott becomes 

editor and shifts the paper’s 

support to the Labour 

Par^. 

■ Summer 1995 
Murdoch polls out of talks 
to sell the paper to 
Mohamed Ai-Fayed, 
chairmauofBterrods. 

■ November 16. 1995 
Final edition. 


management buy-out, left in 
March 1991, to be replaced by 
Martin Dmm. Mr Mon^om- 
ery last ”1 edoyed 
my time there and I’ve got tre- 
mmidous respect for the jour- 
nalists who were there during 
those exciting days." 

Mr Dunn succeeded la 
repairii^ some of the dam^e 
to the piker’s image and cir- 
culation but be couldn’t se- 
cure a nuhe in a middle mar- 
ket dominated by the Daily 
Mail and the Exprees- 

Tbe final phase in Today’s 
life h^an in February 1993 
wifo the arrival cf Mr Stott, a 
respected former editor of tbe 
Daffy MlxTor witii Labour 
Party sympathies! With Mr 
Murdoch’s backing. Stott 
turned Today in to a Labour- 
supporting paper. He 
recruited promtoant leftwing 
jonmallsts including Alastalr 
Campbell, who was to become 
Tony Blair’s prem secretary. 

He placed mixee emptn^ 

on <«giTipaTgntng j?wTT riaHgm 

as well as getting the 
“scoops” every tabloid needs 
fo'survive. He aito gave it a 
cohmunt political voice — 
firmly behind Mr Blair. 

Mr Stott was namad editor 
of file year in 1994. Bd spent 
his last day in Bae ne w sroo m , 
esjoUng his staff to oome up 
fliesh lines on tiie Prinr 
cess Diana story. 


P RESSURE on the 

Chancellor, Kenneth 

Clarke, to deliver a 
post-budget cut in in- 
terest rates mounted yester- 
day after the biggest fell in 
inflation for almost three 
years underlined the weak- 
ness of consumer demand. 

Retailers ”id the foil in 
headline infiation last mon'th 
to 3.2 per cent from 3.9 per 
cent in S^>tember — the hu- 
gest drop since January 1993 
— demonstrated that shops 
were having to cut prices in 
an effort to tempt rd.uctant 
shoppers though their door. 

James May, director-gen- 
eral of tiie British Retail Con- 
sortium, said last night: 
‘*n>ings are tou^u Retailers 
would love to push prices up 
and restore margins, but 
there is an enormous lack of 
confidence.” 

The Central Statistical 
QFHnft, wtdeh published the 
figures, said the bousing mar^ 
ket bad also contributed to 
price fells, witii intense com- 
petition driving down mort- 
gagfe costs and house insur- 
ance premiums. Stripping out 
home loans, retail prices rose 
by an annual 2A per cent last 
month, down from S.l per 
cent in September. 

City ariaiyste were caught 
nnawares ^ the slse of the 
fall In Inflation, and led the 
««ns for cheaper borrowing. 
David CoZffl]^ UK eomo- 
mist at tiie Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce, said: 
"Tiie rhancpHftr now has a 
golden opportunity to cut 
rates. He shoold.use it” . 

la tiie wake d. tiie figures, 
tbe flnatifti^l THflrkabt ixome- 
diately began signalling a 025 
per cent cut . in base rates, 
from the emrent 6.75 per cent 
levtff, before tiie end of the 
year. 


Some City economists 
warned that the cost of iior- 
rowing could only come down 
if Mr Clarke resisted the 
to put too much cash in voters 
pockets in his budget on No- 
vember 28. 

“Assuming .i responsible 
h iiripirf obicctions to lower 
Smust now be foding.*’ 
said Ian Shepherdson. at 
HSBC Markets. 

But the Chancellor's room 
for manoeuvre on Budget day 
also improved .<ifier the publi- 
cation of figures showing that 
bumper corporate tax 
receipts gave the public fi- 
nances a mudi-necded shot in 
tbe arm In October. 

Firms paid £7.3 billion in 
tax last month, compared to 
£S.5billi(m in October 1994. 
This alkn^ the Treasury to 
repay £1.3 billion of govern- 
ment debt, easing tbe pres- 
sure on the Public Sector Bor- 
rowing R^uirement. 

In the first seven months of 
this year, tiie Government 
has borrowed £18.8 billion, 
compared to £19.6 billion in 
the same period of 1994.'5. 

But the PSBR for the whole 
year is still certain to come in 
well above the latest Treasury 
forecast of £23.5 billion, with 
most economists pencilling In 
a figi^ closer to £30 billion. 

Treasury ethers are emp- 
tier expected because of 
lower than expected income 
tax receipts and sluggish 
VAT takings. 

nw paricing the detail of the 
retail price index, the CSO 
s aid price tags on seasonal 
food dropped by 7.6 per cent 
last month, reversing Septem- 
ber’s jump. There were also 
price drops in petrol and car 
insurance, televtsion rentals, 
household sovices. clothing 
and holidays and alcohol 
prices jumped by 0.5 per cent 


Hetobo^ page 1 1 ; State of 
tha aeonomy, page 12 


Ford workers walk out at 
two plants in pay dispute 


Industrial staff 


C AR giant F(»d lost pro- 
duction of Fiestas and 
T):aDsfr 'Vans yesterday after 
an unofficial strike by work- 
ers at two of its plants in pro- 
test at the company’s pay 
offer. 

Almost 1,000 workers at the 
Dagenham assembly plant in 
Essex and 200 at fbe Souti> 
ampton fectmy staged a walk- 
out after union leaders 
rejected Ford's “final” ofiBK*. 

Production of about 800 Fi- 
estas was lost because of tiie 
strike liy dayshift workers at 
Dagenham, where the ni^t- 
sbfft was e3q»ected to *»itc 

Bimftap action mnight 

ductioh of about 60 Transit 
vans was lost at Sou'thazDpton 
when dayshift workers 
'walked out after lunch. 

Ford said it was disap- 
pointed witii tiie action and 
urged workers to return to 
normal working tomorrow. 


whichever is hig^iy, did not 
adequately recc^ise recent 
productivity unprovements. 

Steve ffert, district officer 
of the Transport and General 
Workers Union, said the Dag- 
enham . walkout was 
“^ntaneous”. 

A Ford spokesman repeated 
that the pay offer was "the 
best in the motor industry". 

Meanwhffe, unions yester- 
day began consulting Ford’s 
22,000 manual workers on die 
offer ahead of a special dele- 
gate meeting in London next 
Wednesday. 

Tony Woodley, national of- 
ficer of the TGWU, who 
itiiairs the union side, sai& 
“The offer still fails to Tnafct^ 
up for the drift to Ford wwk- 
ers* pay to recent years.” 

• Vauxhall car workers are 
votii^ on whether to fake in- 
dustrial action over tte com- 
pany's offer of a 3.5 per cent 
increase now and a similar 
rise next year, with the ballot 
result due on Monday. 


It’s so easy to 

improve your kids’ 

education. 

watch a video. 


^ In the time it takes to watch 
Coronation Street, our free 

4 yyJgQ 

how easily a Macintosh 
Fafci iiia™ can make learning 
iiifi and fiin a Jeamii^ 
experience. For your copy, tall 
&ee on: 0800 234 800, 
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Violent gangs swallow ecstasy club trade 
with supplies imported by entrepreneurs 


A dealer was 
told to sell their 
pills. If he did 
not like it, they 
would blow his 
legs off. . . 


EdVuUiatny ■ 
and Maf^ia O^ne 


R iding on the back 
of the ecstasy* boom 
is a newly-enriched 
criminal class im- 
porting from 
Europe but Independent of 
tbe Mafia-controlled 
syndicates, 

Manchester’s “Gay Village” 
was one of the many places 
where an ecstasy dealer 
could trade almost single- 
hande^. 

Until recently the market 
echoed the innocence which 
ecstasy culture thought It 
once had; a self-contained, 
schoolyard dealership. 

This autumn, tbe manage- 
ment of ‘'McDonalds”. 
soubriquet ctf a gang of drug 
dealers, had a meeting in a i 
pub, and talked about Ae 
amount of money changing 
hands around Gay Village. 

A fbw ni^ts later, a small- 
time dealer was approach^ 
in a club and asked bow much 
he sold. “About 100 a night.” 
be answered. Tbe men took 
his pills and gave bim 100 of 
their own. He was told he’ 
owed them £800. and could 
keep any surplus. They told 
him he was working for “Mc- 
Donalds”. and if he did not 
like that they would blow his 
legs oS and find someone else. 

One club was trashed by a 
gang of visitors. Next eve- 
ning, ^ir friends returned to 
say damage was avoidable if 
“McDonalds” handled “secu- 
rity”, which meant the gang 
would take over the ecstasy 
trade. Businessmen in Gay 
Village have asked the police 
to patrol their streets — “not 
exactly what they used to 
say”, said one source. 

Soon after the ecstasy craze 
took <^, fbur years ago. Brit- 
ish authorities replied with a 
drive to obliterate domestic 
production. As a result, bulk 
manufacture went abroad. In 
many cases. British chemists 
set up in business elsewhere. 

'Tt*s easier,” said a source 
in Manchester, “to go to 
Europe and pick up the stuff 



Paul and Janet Betts after 
announcing Leah's death 


there rather than risk manu- 
facttulng at home.” 

A fill! 99 per cent of the 
4Skg d ecstasy seized by 
Customs last year arrived 
along an ant-run through Hol- 
land. One of these killed Leah 
Betts. 

There are at least 200 ec- 
stasy laboratories in Europe. 
They account for almost 250 
different types of ecstasy 
I pills, according to a govern- 
ment-fUnded laboratory in 
I Amsterdam. A weekly analy- 
I sis of new pills reveals that 
the lai^t number d these 
labs are in Poland. East Ger- 
many, Spain and Pmrtugad. 

In the latter two countries, 
lax laws on chemical awail- 
abiltty make raw materials 
easily obtainable. 

According to the Drugs 
Consultation Bureau in Am- 
sterdam. a 1994 survey found 
that unlike heroin and co- 
caine which has to be sourced 
to the Golden Triangle or 
South America, any reason- 
able chemist across Europe 
can make ecstasy. | 

Although Detective Andre 
Bllisen of the Amsterdam 
Narcotics Division describes 
tbe city as the “Colombia of 
ecstasy” there has - been .a 
police crackdown on ecstasy 
in Fktlland. Last year 18 lab- 
oratcHries were closed. 

Bvmi so. the diannels are 
still operating and have hdped 
to malte ecstasy the third dnig 
of choice in the UK, ader can- 


nabis and amphetamines. 

Oet Insp Barry Cooper, 
drugs unit chief at the 
National Criminal Intelli- 
gence Service, describes the 
people who moved in to deal- 
ing: “They are entrepreneur- 
ial. Involved in criminal ac- 
tivity. and will invest In 
whatever new trend ' comes 
along, be it erotica TV or ec- 
stasy. They are ruthless and 
unlikely to take the drug 
themselves.” 

The gangs, saj's Det Insp 
Cooper, use “normal import- 
export businessmen" to 
transport the pills in sea con- 
tainers. Ecstasy is attractive 
because it is odourless and 
hard to trace. 

Few importers now bother 
to bring in less tlian 10.000 
pSls in a consignment Cost 
price in Holland is about £3.50 ' 
a tablet; street prices in Brit- 
ain vary fiom £5 to £12. 

FVom British ferry ports, 
ecsta^ is fed into existing 
distribution fUimels by the 
criminal organisations, said 
the ^cer respmisible for 
production intelligence on Mr 
Cooper's team, Det Sgt David 
Murrels. 

But the ecstasy circuit is 
distinct from heroin or co- 
caine. where dealers are cogs 
in multinational crime ma- 
diines — Mafta. Colombian 
or Triad syndicates — - using 
natural raw materials. 

In tbe case of ecstasy, “it Is 
not right to call them syndi- 
cates”. said Det Insp Cooper, 
“which suggests an organisa- 
tion and a structure. They are 
more middle-ranking 
gangsters.” 

So far. there is little sign d 
a “turf war” between ecstasy 
gangs comparable to the 
inter-^dicate violence that 
hallmarks heroin and co- 
caine. Ihis could be, says Det 
Insp Cooper, because tbe mar- 
ket is not yet saturated. 

“But" said one source in 
Manchester, “it's looking 
pretty grim.” The tuif wars 
over heroin that have led to 
shootings across the city's 
gangland have yet to- break 
out over ecstasy. The police 
are awaiting develoianents. 

Most of the puriiers are 
still woridng at what Mark 
GUman. of the “LifeLiAe’’ 
drugs counselling agency, 
calls “fifties” — trading 50 
pills a week .“because of .des- 
perate Gnomic hardship”. 

He added: “It's money, ifs a 
job. These are the poor bas- 
tards who are going to have to 
pick up tbe moral tab for this 
tragedy in Essex not the 
gangsters.” 







Ecstasy or agony . . . manufactured in Europe, sold in Britain photoqraph- paul owiscou. 


Tablet quality 
testing brings 
producers to 
heel in Holland 
but in Britain 
‘no one cares’ 


■laggie 0 *Kmw 


E indhoven 

station w.ns almost de- 
serted. It was just after 8pm 
and August de Loot spotted 
the man he was to meet with 
the arranged copy of Eindho- 
ven's What's On guide folded 
under his right arm. 

The man was about 25, 
dressed casually and accom- 
panied by two bodyguards 
and another, probably the 
nxxieyman. He was one of 
Holland's ni.ajor ecstasy 
producers. 

August de Loor is a street 
drugs-worker and the self- 
styled founder of Safe House, 
a gualit>’ control centre for 
testing ecstesy m HoUnnd. 
They were meeting to discuss 
the latest batch that the man 
was feeding to the market. 

August de Loor estimates 
that more than 200,000 petqile 
; are using ecstasy in Holland. 
Yet, according to de Loor. 
whose work is partially 
funded by the Dutch govern- 
ment, they have had only 
three ecst^ deaths in eight 
years. Yesterday, Leah Betts ' 
became the 53rd person to die 
after taking ecstasy in Brit- 
ain. 

De Loor believes that his 
project is saving lives 1^’ forc- 
ing producers to have the 
drugs quality-controlled and 
by testing ecstasy before 
young peo^ take it at raves 
and house parties. 

“We have lifted our faces 
out of the muck and admitted 
that there is a huge problem 
here with ecstasy.” he said. 
“But by admitting it we can 
begin to try to control it” 

The Station meeting had 
been set up to discuss the 
Hamburger, a batch of more 
than 40.000 beige ecstasy tab- 
lets shaped like hamburgers, 
after de Loor’s Safe House lab- 
oratory tested an example 
bought on the street 
They found that the level of 
pure ecstasy was 120mg In 
each tablet much higher than 
what de Loor claims is the 
“safo level” of 90mg. De Loor 
then put a notice in all the 


Dutch nvwsp:ipL*rs warning 
the h.iinburgor-produt.vr that 
the let-els were mur)] too 
high. .At first the newsiLtiicrs 
refused to carr^’ do Loor's no- 
fice.«5 to producers, but they 
wore told by iho got'orntueni 
to co-openiK- In thus ca.se. the 
producer c.-tlleii and agreed to 
the station renUervmis. 

■nie producer n't-o.-ilesl rhai 
15,000 tablets had .ilronJik 
gone out but agreed to keep 
the otlier 2.S.U1M1 Hanibiiruers 
olT the streets. 

"He knew that om*p the 
leaflets went out and wuiil got 
round that it was dangfrout., 
his market would bo wiped 
out in a few weeks.” siUd do 
Loor. 

The Safe House operates 
from an office along the car^ 
near the centi-e of .Amster- 
dam. During the week, ec- 
stasy tablets .are sent to Safe 
House from 15 centres annuid 
Holland for testing, liiey :ire 
provided for (estmg by every- 
one from comimmity' health 
workers .and police to i>csi;isv- 
users and ua>rried parents. 

Safe House is partially 
fumled by the Dutch govern- 
ment .and IS sub>klised by the 
orgnnisi>rs of ra\a.'s and house 
pariies wlio pay de Loor to or- 
ganise mobile clinics at iholr 
venues. 

Ravers take their ecstasy 
tablets to the Safe House table 
Inside the venue for the iwo- 
mlnute, two-guilder <80pi test. 

De Loor believaw that the 
high death rate in Britein 
Jkom ecstasy is linked to a 
number of factors. “Tliere's 
absolutely no cmatrol over the 
quality ' d the drugs.” he said. 
“In HolLand. tlie tablets are 
generally about -10 to 43 per 
cent ecstasy. In Britain, it’s 
much lower, usually around 
10 per cent, .and it is cut with 
speed and amphetamines, 
which makes it much more 
dangerous.” 

Additionally, ravers in Hol- 
land do not drink as well. “In 
Britain .they <are rushing to 
get as much drink as possible 
before the pubs close and 
then they take the E. It's not a 
good mix.” 

De Loor claims that he lia,<i 
had numerous calls from wor 
tied health ofnclals and doc- 
tors In Britain. “They are 
pulling their hair out. 

“Thousands of kids are tak- 
ing tliis stuff and will go on 
taking it But In Britain 
have this war on crime atti- 
tude that just pushes It fur- 
ther into the hands of crimi- 
nal gangs who don't give a 
shit wliat they cut it with or 
how dangerous It is." 




Voters conquer fear on 
Algeria’s day of decision 


Eyewitness 

David Hirst 
in Algiers 

R arely had the Alge- 
rian newspapers been 
la such complete agree- 
ment witii their government 
as they were yesterday 
morning. 

This, they emeurred. was 
to be a critical day in A^e- 
ria’s history; for the first time 
the people were to have a 
president of their own choos- 
ing “Their destiny,” declared 
Liberte, “and that of a state 
and a nation will be settled 
behind the slender curtain of 
the. voting bootii and in the 
collective .conscience of 
16 million' voters.” 

A high turnout, they 
agreed, would be a triumph 
for democracy and for the 
government, and a huge blow 
to. Islamist “terrorists” bent 
on saboti^ing it. The eyes of 
tiie world were on Algeria. 

Notmally rather ill-dis- 
posed to tbe foreign media, 
tbe authorities had admitted 
the representative of just 
abqut every organisation that 
wanted to come. One news- 
paper reported that 400 jour- 
nalists were here, a great ex- 
aggeration. But stiu, foere are 
many, almost all at the giant 
Aurassi hotel, by far the larg- 
est group of foreigners assem- 
bled in once place since, two 
years ago. tbe cutting of fo^ 
signers’ throats drove most of 
them firm] the country'. 

Early yesterda>- morning, 
the foreign journalists' guides 
were manifestly nervous. One 
could surmise the two main 
reasons. They were still very 
far from confident tiiat the 
voters would be ftockii^ to 


the polling booths, and they 
knew that the Groupes Isla- 
migues Armes (GIA), who 
specialise in shooting Al^ 
rian journalists, could have 
no better target than a bus- 
load of foreign ones. 

So at first they seemed to 
play safo. The convoy of six 
small buses, interspersed 
with Kalashnikov-wielding 
plainclothes men in un- 
marked cars, qied through 
streets almost empty. It 
seemed, of anyone but police 
and the usual knots of the 
“leaners on walls”. 

The buses went to tbe chic 
Golfe quarter, in the hei^its 
above .-the city. We were to 
have witnessed President La- 
mine Zeroual MgHwg his vote. 
He is the fovourite to win, fol- 
lowed -by the “moderate” Is- 
lamist Mabfoud Nahnah. But 
we missed him by 10 minutes. 
Algiers Radio reported that 
he was smiling as he voted; if 
so it can hardly have been be- 
cause of the size of the turn- 
out at his polling station, for 
there were sdmost no other 
voters there. “Alge rians get 
up late at weekends.” sa id one 
of the very few that were. 

The next stop was not that 
Impressive either. A haif' 
hour cross-country ride tmk 
uS to a village called Marine 
Boushawi where Mr Nahnah 
was to vote. We did not Tn\wt 
him — or the several doves be 
released, with an uplifting 
slogan for each; “national 
unity*’, “brotherhood”, or the 
true face of Islam”. 

Then some Egyptian pho- 
tographers mischievously 
uiied. "To the Casbah." sens- 
ing that that was the last 
place they would take us. For 
there, "hottest" of "hot" 
neighbourhoods, the turnout 
was likely to be paltriest; 
there the “terrorists" likely 
to stand their best chance of 
getting a foreign journalist. 


At least the guide was honest 
“There is no security in the 
Casbah, messieurs.” 

And so it was back to the 
AurassL But as tbe day wore 
on, tbe ministry of the inte- 
rior was pleased to announce 
that 45 per cent of the elector- 
ate had voted. The figure was 
to rise later to over 65 per 
cent. And there had 
apparently been no bombs be- 
yond a ^mple, homemade de- 
vice that “cracked the wall' 
done of the schools where all 
the ptdliiig boofos are locate 
It looked as though the gov- 
ernment’s gamble might be 
paying off Our guides seem 
to grow more eonCdent. 

Our convoy set fbrtb again, 
and thifl time it really was 
down to the . Casbah that we 
went or at least to the Amir 
Abdul Kadir Secondary 
School, which stands on the 
very edge of it 
And here, to our guides* 
evident surprise and satisfac- 
tion. the turnout was the larg- 
est and se eming ly most reso- 
lute of alL Perhaps, by late 
afternoon, sensing the gen- 
eral drift of things, the people 
had found the course which 
had earlier eluded them. 

Lots of xroraeo. veiled and 
unveiled, were milling 
around. “Yes.” said Amina 
Messali, “we are from the 
Casbah. and we are here to 
vote for our country." She in- 
sisted on that; tbe particular 
candidate did not really mat- 
ter; U was Algeria that had to 
be saved bythis exercise of 
democratic rights. She was 
not afraid, she said, and it 
seemed from her words that, 
even in the Casbah. the 
’terrorists” are not quite the 
terror they used to be. 

Encouraged by the appai> 
ent success of the election, the 
government extended voting 
ibr two hours in several parts 
of Algeria last night 


Students in 
France take 
top official 
hostage 


Alex Duval Smith in Paris 


A FRENCH education min- 
istry mediator was last 
nl^t being held hostage on a 
university campus after stu 
d«its rejected a cash oBbr to 
remedy teaching shortages. 

As protests spread to three 
more universities, students at 
Metz in eastern Frimce an- 
nounced that Nicole Ferrier. 
joint director of the education 
ministry, would be “sleeping 
over” on campus. They said 
Ms Ferrier. who had attended 
a meeting with students yes- 
terday alternoon. would be 
“well treated, fed imd pro- 
vided with a sleeping bag”. 

The hostage-taking, after 
five weeks of “strikes” and 
demonstrations at some 20 
universities across France, 
came as trade unions called 
two general strikes — for next 
Friday and the following 
Tuesday. November 28 — in 
protest at cuts to the French 
social security system. 

Tbe 17,000 students at Metz, 
want 110 more teaching posts 
over four years and 11 million 
francs (£l.5million) towards 
the fobric and administrative 
costs of tbe uni\*ersity. 

The education ministry, 
which last week produced a 
four-year plan to remedy 
teacher shortages, offered 
Metz 20 new teaching posts. 

Metz’s ptsition is typical of 
mid-sized cities whose stu- 
dent numbers have swelled in 
recent years. France has 
2.2 million students in ter- 
tiary education this year — 
twice as many as 20 years ago. 

The Metz students were in- 
spired by Rouen university. 
Its 24.000 students ended a 
five-week strike at the start of 
this month after the govern- 
ment agreed to spend an extra 
9 million francs <£l.2miIIion) 
on 188 new teaching posts. 





He knows he failed to save his father^ life and that hurts; but in his 
death may have come his father^ nemesis, his own deliverance 
and success. The name Saro-Wiwa is now global currency: One 
of the worlds largest companies is on the rack, the Ogoni are on 
the map, and the international ramifications are still unfolding. 
‘Ws what my father would have wanted,” Ken Wiwa says. 
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Horror show . . . Members of Bezels Circus of Horrors on Brighton breakwater yesterday. The troupe last night began a 17-day season at Brighton racecourse phottxsraph : rogbi bamber 


Queen Mother on mend 
after hip replacement 


Hip operation 


The surgeon pushes aside or 
cuts through surrounding 
muscles to expose the hip joint 


r 

Pelvis 
Incision 
Trochanter. 

Femur 



A reamer is used to make 
the hollow in the pelvis 
large enough for the . 
cup-shaped soctet of the A 
artificial hip joint r 



A file is used to art a 
shaft In the femur, and 
the ball part of the 
artificial jolm inserted. 
The cornponents are fixed 
with a special cemant. 


The bains placed in ihe 
socket and the trochanter 
re-attached to the femur. 
The muscles and tendons^ 
are replaced and repaired. W 
and the incision closed, r 
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lowest ever 
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T he Queen Mother was 
making a good recovery 
yesterday after a 90-min- 
ute hip replacement 
operation. 

The operation is considered 
unosual and high-risk for 
someone of her age. 95. 

The surgery followed sev- 
eral years of discomfort and 
aRiarmitiy increasing fiailty 
which have <rften left her rely- 
ing on the support of sticks 
during p^lic appearances. 

Over the next ihw days her 
medical team will remain at 
the King Edward vn Hospital 
for Ofilcers in London and 
watch for complications in 
her lungs and heart. 

The Queen Mother is ex- 
pected to remain in hospital 
Jhr two weeks, the average 
stay after such operations. 

An orthopaedic specialist 
said: ''The anaesthetists 
would have considered things 
very carefully and decld^ 
that the benefit of removing 
her pa^Ti far outweighed the 
risk involved.” 

Robust almost all her life 
and for many years the busi- 
est member of the royal fam- 
ily ap^ from the Queen, the 
Queen Mother has rarely had 
to cancel her public 
engagements. 

One exception was last Sun- 
day’s Remembrance cere- 
mony at the Cenotaph. How- 
ever ^e opened the Royal 
Brlti^ Legion's garden of 
remembraiw at Westminster 
Abb^ a few days earlier. 

She has had fishbones siv- 
gically removed from her 
throat three times after mus- 
cular spasms. In the i990s leg 
ulcers have troubled her and 
ia« year she had a chest 
infection. 


Anti-rap lobby urges EMI 
not to sell gangsta ‘filth’ 


Ian Katz on a veteran 
dvil rights activist 
who is campaigning 
against violent music 

MERICA’S vodferoas 
anti-rap lobby is tak- 
Its crusade against 
the musical genre to Brit- 
ain after a subsidiary of 
London-based Thom-BML. 
took over distribution of a 
controversial new album 
by “gangsta” rappers Tfaa 
Dogg Pound (slc). 

Dr Dolores Tucker, the 
civil rights activist who has 
led the ondau^t on rap. 
has written to Thom-EMl 
chairman Sir Colin South- 
gate urging him to stop dis- 
tributing mnslc which "^o- 
rifles drugs, gang rape, 
gun-toting and violence.” 

Tha D(^ Pound's Do^ 
Food album, which shot to 
number one in the US 
charts last week, is thon^t 
to have been ' largely 
ponsible for the bout of cor- 
porate agonising which 
prompted media giant Time 
Warner to sell its 50 per 
cent stake in gangsta rap 
distributor Interscope Re- 
cords last month. 

Time Warner’s decision 
to distance itself fkorn per- 
formers like Tha Dogg 
Pound and Snoop Doggy 
Dogg was regarded as the 
first major victory for the 
unlikely anti-rap alliance 
which threw Dr Tucker’s 
National Political Cougress 
of Black Women together 
with Republican prestdeu- 
tUd candidate Bob Dole ami 
other conservatives. 

Dr Tucker, a formidable 
orator who UJacked a Time 



Taking the ny) ... ^ Colin SoutiigatePHOToaRAm; MARrm HAYHOw 


Warner shareholders’ 
meeting by challenging 
senior executives to read 
gangsta rap lyrics aloud, 
announced at the time that 
“whoever touches this vio- 
lent and pornographic filth 
will be our next target” and 
now says she plans to take 
her campaign to Britain. 

Sharon Christians, a 
spokeswoman for Thom- 
SMI, said yesterday that 
the- company had just 
received Dr Tuber’s letter 
and had not yet been able to 
reply because Sir Colin was 
out of the country. 

**It is certainly a very im- 
portant issue. It's not as if 
we haven't been aware of it. 
But we would hope that Dr 
Thicker wonld allow ns the 
courtesy oif replying to her 
letter directly before talk- 
ing to the press.” 

Tha Dos Pound’s album 
includes tracks titled If we 
all fuc ^c) and Some bomb 
as pussy (sic), ha oneof the 
milder passages, the rap- 
pers chant “Wella you 


know bow we treat bo’s 
(gangsta slang for women), 
slam them on their bade 
just like domuioes.” '* 

Protests over the album 
did Uttle to deter rap fons 
who snapped up 278,000 
copies of the new CD in the 
week ending November 5 th 
alone. According to the 
SoundScan ^es survey, it 
sold nearly twice as many 
copies as its nearest 
competitor. 

The enormous popularity 
of gangsta rap, to a large 
extent among white sub- 
urban teenagers whose ex- 
perience has little in com- 
mon with tZie ghetto life 
subjects fkvoured by rap- 
pers, is at the core of the 
dilemma for recording 
labels amd distributors. 

"The* music makes so 
much money that for every 
Time Warner that drops 
out. two or three want to 
move in.” said Dr Todd 
Boyd, an expert in popular 
blrck culture at the U^ver- 
sify of Southern California. 


Lottery to 

payfor 

training 


David Hancfce 

W es tmi ns ter C u i re sp ond ent 


T he National Lottery 
is to start fhnding di& 
advanh^ed people on 
courses organs by 
governmmit-backed training 
and enterj^e councils as the 
Treasury plans a fresh 
squeeze on foe councils* £1.5 
billlon-a-year budget ftom 
next April. 

Secret talks have started be- 
tween Tim Hornsby, chid ex- 
ecutive of the lottery’s.charity 
board, and Chris Humphries, 
director of policy at the TEC 
National Council, to put in 
place new courses from next 
summer. 

A confidential letter, leaked 
to Stephen Byers, ijibour’s 
training spokesman, reveals 
that the Bari of Stockton. Har- 
old Macmillan’s son, is be- 
hind the initiative. He ar- 
ranged the meeting as the 
th e" chairman of a London 
TEC. The TECs are already 
being squeezed, having lost 
£197 this year. 

Mr Byers last n^fot de- 
manded an immediate expla- 
nation from Gillian She- 
phard. the Education 
Secretary*, saying that “train- 
ing funding should not be left 
to chance ~ literally a 
lottery”. 

Labour is alarmed that foe 
new funding will lead to flir- 
tber cuts . in public 
expenditure. 

The TEC council and the 
diarity board were adamant 
last night that the money 
would not be used to replace 
existing courses. 

The letter to Mr Hornsby 
from Mr Humphries says: 
“The Earl of Stodeton has 
provided my office with a 
copy of the correspondence 
between David Sieff [the 
Marks & Spencer chief who 
chairs the lotter>’ charity 


Two missing 
children 
dead in river 


DawMSharroefc 


VHE bodies of two young 

I children missing since 
Wednesday evening were 
found; yestnday in a river at 
Bangpr. County Down. 

■The .-families of ii-year-old 
Leanne MePeak and Stephen 
McAuley, aged eight, bad 
been searching foe town’s Kil- 
cootey estate all ni^t and 
throu^out yesterday*, and 
residents had printed pc^rs 
of the children, who were 
close friends, appealing for 
information. 

But Jiist brfore 4 o’clock the 
body of a was found in a 
river ;on the estate, and 
witiiin half an hour a boy’s 
body was also found. 

Police say' it is possible the 
children fell into foe river, 
which was swollen by torren- 
tial rain, and drowned. But 
detectives said last night tiiat 
their , investigation, was 
continuing. 

"Tlie mood on foe estate is 
one of total shock," said a res- 
ident ’This is a very laige 
estate-but when a tbii^ like 
this happens ewi-yone bonds 
together. It's what every 
parent dreads.” 

Leanne had apparently 
called at Stephen's house at 
around tea-time on Wednes- 
day. and foe pair had planned 
to visit a friend. Hiey were 
never seen alive a^un. 


board] and himself concern- 
ing foe possibilities of 'TECs 
working in partnership with 
local eligible organisations to 
develop prt^rammes for re- 
skiUing the disadvantaged 
that be considered for 

grants from the National l/)t- 
tery Charities Board. 

“I am convinced tiiat many 
TECs would welcome the op- 
portunity to bring additional 
benMits to their local commu- 
nities In the way you propose 
and I would like to explore 
with you how the TEC 
National Council might foclli- 
tate that process." 

Mr Hornsby last night con- 
fumed foat the meeting — 
which took place on October 
20 — was foe first of a series. 
He ^d the charity board in- 
tended to fund charities from 
next summer to provide 
training. 

“We have called in lawyers 
to check whether we can fund 
TECs directly and then we 
will decide how to fund 
schemes.” ^ 

Mr Humphries said: “We 
have lots of experience of 
additional European 
funds and are regularly 
checked by the National 
Audit Office to ensure foat 
these funds are ^nt cor- 
rectly. What we can (^r to 
charities is our expertise and 
prevent them spending lot- 
tery money on unnecessary 
lawyers, accountants and 
other administrators so that 
the money goes on training.” 

Mr Byers wrote to Mrs She- 
phard last night “It would be 
helpful to know whether as 
secretary of state you are con- 
tent that TECs should go cap 
in Hunil to the National Lot- 
tery Charity Board for 
funding.’’ 

He said foe merged educa- 
tion and employment budget 
meant that training was 
likely to suffer by the switch 
in spending to schools. 


Holiday airliner 
pilot quits after 
‘buzzing’ town 

A PILOT who “buzzed” a 
town in his Boeing 767 has 
resigned from hte £W.000-a- 
yearjob. 

Hugh Carmichael, aged 46. 
quit after a Britannia Air- 
ways inquu*y into bis low- 
level flight over Ck>ngleton. 
Cheshire. His First (Sfficer. 
Michael Stanley, aged 90. Is to 
have his £30.000 annual salary 
reduced and will be retrained. 

The plane, which had only 
crew on board, circled foe 
town at 2.000 feet — hajCfoe 
recommended taeigfft — 
reportedly to surprise Mr 
Stanley’s baby dau ght er, who 
was attending a birthday 
party near his home there. 

Luton-based Britannia Ai^ 
ways said, yesterday: “The in- 
quiry' concluded that foe ma- 
noeuvre infringed company 
procedures and did not give 
due regard to noise 
disturbance. 

“Flying an aircraft at this 
altitude is quite routine but to 
minimise noise disturbance It 
is not nonnalZy done in the 
Congleton area.'' 

The airl^ apolc^ised to 
Manchester Airport, from 
where the jet took off for 
Ibiza, and to residents in foe 
town, who inuxtdat^ the air- 
poct with complaints. . 

Mr CarmiriiaeL -from Eg- 
gintom near Derby, and Mr 
Stanley have been suspended 
on full pay since the incident 
iTdaysago. 


V&A visitors may have to pay £1 0 entry fee 


Hlaew Kennedy 

Heritage Cecreependent 


T he new director of the 
Victoria and Albert 
museum has reftised to 

rule out a £10 compul- 
sory admission charge 9s foe 
museum faces a £3 million 
deflciL 

Such a charge would be 
double the admission fees 
charged by the neighbouring 
South Kensington museums. 

Dr Akui Borg, former head 
of the Imperial War Museum, 
took over as director sbe 
W0GKS {Iff?! 

He said yesterday that he 
had no particular charge in 
mind, and had not yet placed 
a proposal brfore the trustees. 
'Ihe final decision would be 
tlteirs. 

He Insisted foat most visi- 
tors to foe museum could af- 
ford £10, and be wanted to set 
charges at a level which 
would allow him to make 
reductions for those who 
could not afford them. 


Charges 


Imperial War Moseom: 
£4.10. 

I ' Science Museum: £9. 

. Natural History 
Museum: £5.50. 

National Maritime 
Museum: £5,50. 

Museum of the Moving 
Image: £5.95. 

Tower of London: £8.50. 
Madame Tussaud's and 
the Planetarium: £llJ25. 
British Museum: free. 


Dr Borg wants to scrap foe 
present voluntary payment of 
£4.50. paid by only 43 per cent 
of visitors. “1 think It's a silly 
^rstem. It doesn’t produce a 
lot of revenue, and it makes 
people feel uncomfortabte.” 
The museum's grant has 
been almost frozen, foiling in 
i*eal terms for the last three 
years. He expects this stand- 
still to continue, and saM foe 
museum was focing a £3 mil- 


lion deficit by 1997/98, “and 
we're not allowed' to run a 
deficit''. 

"We have to find some way 
to bridge that gap. There is 
one simple way. but it Is not 
^Ing to happen: that is for 
the Government to give us 
very substantially more 
money. That’s not going to 
happen whatever government 
we have." 

The V&A is regarded as foe 
world's greatest museiun of 
applied art but it has 13 acres 
of leaking V'lctorlan glass and 
Iron roofo, and seren miles of 
galleries, many in urgent 
need of redisplay. There are 
buckets to catch leaks among 
priceless works of art. 

Dr Borg painted a dismal 
picture of the Grade 1 listed 
Victorian building, with 144 
galleries and a collection of 
more than a million objects, 
which he took over on Octo- 
ber 1. 

Apart from galleries 
recently refurbished through 
sponsorship, including the 
Chinese. Indian and Korean 


Summer sun, not water bosses, cleaned beaches 


Paul Brown 


hot summer Improved 
I water quality on bathing 
beaches rather than invest- 
ment in sewage treatment 


works, according to the 
National Rivers Authority. 
The NRA view contradicted 
environment minister Earl 
Ferrers, credited water 
company Investment for the 
improvement. 


•pie NRA says the sun 
reducert pollution by kilUns 
much of tlie bacteria In the 
sea. Nevei-theless. some of the 
bigger resorts still liave too 
much sewage in the water to 
meet EU standards. 


galleries, be said most of the 
galleries were below accept- 
able standards, and some 
were in a scandalous state. 

He has set two mqior tar- 
ots for his directorship. One 
is a new S42 million building 
— "the greatest late aoth cen- 
tury building in Britain", he 
promised — on the Exhibition 
Road side of the museum, to 
house temporary glories, an 
education centre, another 
"ace ca£T. and to provide foe 
museum with a spectaculai’ 


new entrance. An archltec- 
toral competition is planned.. 

The other is the complete 
redesign of all 17 British Art 
and Design galleries, at a cost 
of £35 miUlcn. There would be 
an application fqr lottery 
funding, but foe rauseom was 
determined to achieve these 
projects however the money 
was found. 

Dr Boi^' was at pains to 
praise foe schoiarahip arid 
dedication of his curators, 
and to rule out staff cuts as a 


wny of saving money. Ffe 
airily partly dismantled 
management system insfr 
by bis predecessor. Eliza 
Esteve-OoU, urhich saw : 
morale collapse and thee 
torlTl staff complaining 
they had been 1^ powei 
and voiceless. 

The triennial accqu 
Which Dr Borg presents 
terday. show that vis 
numbers have risen f 
1,131.738 in 1992/3. to 1.321 
in 1994/5. 


Siamese twin dies 
pioneering operation 


Chrie MRiin 

Correspondent 


S urgeons in London 
hare carried out one of 
the most complex opera- 
tions ever attemptetl to sepa- 
rate Siamese twins, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. 

One of tile five-day-old boys 
died during foe operation, 
and foe other is seriously ill 
in intensive care. If be lives it 
will be the first successful at- 
tempt to separate Siamese 
twins joined at the heart 
A team from Great Ormond 


Street Children's Hospital op- 
erated for eight hours on 
Wednesday to separate the 
twins, Joined from breast 
bone to jiavel. Tlieh* hearts 
and livers were ftised. 

The twins, from Kuwait 
who are not being Identified 
at their family’s request were 
born five weeks premature at 
the Queen Charlotte Hospital. 
London, on November lo, and 
tran^erred to Great Ormond 
Street four hoturs later. Their 
treatment is being ftuided by 
the Kuwaiti government 

The surgical team led by 
Edward Kiely, consultant pae- 


diatric surgeo 
fossor Lewis 
paediatric sur 
de Le\'al. con 
sui^con. 

Tlw team Y 
Seta of conjoin 
aix cases se] 
carried out. 

Mr Kiei>' • 
“We were soi 
twin wlio'die< 
and liver ? 
which were 
with Inde^ru 
abnormalities 
ten'ene surgU 
e.irlj' stage.” 
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Judge gives 
caution to 
West jurors 


tiODS. - an prqfndice". They 



Divided generatloil. . ftnsia tn hO|mMiahad TIP^ mil aTirwwridariiwg gaps girlo anH Imya, awi? *K» lnwt anil mtrset pgrfornilng lfl-veai>oldsPHCTOQR*PH OQNftkPHSE 

GCSE ‘guif between best and worst 


‘Sacking 15,000 incompetent 
teachers is a necessary step 
— but not a sufficient step’ 


PimrtNn CmpliBlI 

Crime Com^Mndwit 


T he jnrers In &e trial 
of Rosemary West 
'trme told yesterday to 
banish all pr^tndfce 
and preconceptions when 
they retire to their 

vecdlcts cm Monday. 

In his sttmming*up, the 
trial judge, Mr Jn^me Man- 
tes, warned them to igame 
media coverage. 

Frequently a«irm^ the ju- 
rors tf they understood what 
be wm tel&ig them, the judge 
said only they oonid make the 
final decision on the guilt or 
innocence of West, who is 
diarged with fiie murder of lO 
ypung women and'girls. 

' As the seventh week of the 
trial reaches Its end, die judge 
started what is Uk^ to be a 
twuday stunming^ by ex- 
plaining that a person did not 
have to strike the fatal blow 
to be guilty of murder. 
‘'^IThere two people act 
together as part of a joint plan 
to ibe offence, eadi is 

guilty. 

*T?o give you an «-a»npio 
shppcwe yon were sure tiiat 
Roemnary We^ had entaoed a 
psrticnilar young woman to 
Cromwell Street as part of a 
joint plan,' with Frederick 
West, that she he rendered 
be^less and sexually abused 
as a prelude to her being 
killed or caused some really 
serious bodily harm, even 
fiionsh it mi^.be Frederick 
West who was ultimately res- 
ponsible far despatddng ihe 
-vietim, Rosemary West would, 
be equkDy gaOty with Freder- 
ick West (tf the ofiteice cf mur- 
der provided all'.lfae other In- 
gredieirts or (^anstitiieixts of 
the jofEhnee were ptesent” 

!Ihe jury had to be satisfied 
that it b^ .been proved tiudf 
Roeemary West participated 
in the killings. 

. Ihsy bad to put out of their 

hfitrirtia anything fiie^ may 

have read in the press, heard 
on radio mr wahdied on telev- 
sioiiaboutthe-case.^appre- 
(tiated tiiat this would be diffi- 
cult becase -there had been 
such extensive coverage. 

He advised IhB Jurors that 
thev' ware the true ju^es in 
file case not him. He 
would belp them on the law 
and they had to foDov his 
vlceontiiat 

He told the 11 Jurors — one 
hag been disdiarged — that 
they were bound to feel 
pressure. 

He counselled . them to 
resist all extemsl pressures 
and cast aside “an preocmcap- 


would have to weigh iq> the 
honesty and rdiabUlW <tf the 
witnesses. With the evidence 
of Janet t^«h, the “appropri- 
ate adult" who sat in on 
police intmviews with Filed 
West,fbejnd^waxned11ieju- 
Tcrrs fiutt what Mrs Leach had 
said could not be used as evi- 
dence'to invedve Rosemary 
West in any (tf the kOUngs. 

“What Frederick. West said 
to a third person in Rosemary 
West’s absence can never, 
ever, be evidence against 
her.-" 

Mre. Leech bad be^ “less 
»han ft anfc ” abOUt her CCKD- 
mttcial arrangements with 
the wiBtWa Refaxring to hpr 
.original- denials that she had 
received any numay faom the 
press, he said: “Let's not 
mince wc«i^ she lied to you. 
She w»r>1a4iiaH It *fi -orvi oyi tTw» 

basis that file moneiy did not 
come to ber, but came to her 
boyfriend. Mr Ferguson said 
to her tiiat will not do’ and 
you may agree it won't do." 

Hid that Tnoari , fije judgS 

asked, that if she had been un- 
tmibftd about Qte money, 
.that the jury should disregard 
the rest of what she saU. It 
was up to them to assess of 
ea(fa witness separately. 

He reminded the jury of Ihe 
evidence of Fred West’s 
dau^xter. Anne Marie, who 
described how the Wests had 
sexually attedEed her in the ! 
cellar of Oumwell Street, 
Gloucester, whmi she was. 
a^ei^iL 

Was it tnvoition. was itfan- 
tasy. was it -fiie .trulfa. fiiey 
hadtoasktiitenseives. - 

Be p(dnted out tbatthe de- 
fen(» had asked if Anne 
Marie was ign<«ant of fixe 
murdws at Cramwell Street, 
why not Rosanary 

West also be igxuntait (tf what 
had happened there? .The 
prose(nttion had earlier asked 
how Rosemary West could 
have liv^ in the house,' mar- 
ried to Fred, and wt& fixe 
keys to the cellar, and not 
have known anytidng about 
thft IdTHng a. 

The Judge apologised to fixe 
Jurors but said that th^ 
'would have to imagirift what 
^ would be involved in cutting 
out a kneecap and other 
bones (tf-victhnsL . 

Contracts between wit- 
nesses and the media were “a 
fact of W. 

They bad to decide wtaefiier 
the evidence was affected by 
I commercial conslderatiozis. 

! Did it compromise -the 
l-Witnesses? • 

. The airmm.rng-up (jOTtliiiuies 
today. 


DomMUtaoLMd 
C d wcaM on Corr M po n d ei it 


A GROWING polarisa- 
tion in exam results 
between the best and 
worst peifbiinlng 16- 
year-olds Will be revealed 
whmx fixe Goveminent pub- 
lishes natiODal GCSE league 
taU^ next week. 

.'Ihe tables^ based on local 
aufhoiity figures, show more 
pupils are getting five A to C 
grades — eqaivalent to fhe 
old O level — while fixe num- 
ber gaining no qualifications 
has risen to neaidy 43.000 in 
England. 

. The national statistics, 
which indlade grant-main- 
tained- and' independent 
schools, will rehtfbrce-tbe pio-. 
tote of polailsation between 
jhipiiR and schools, and 

iMxys are falling fiirther 
behind girls. 

Critirism -fiiat sthools ara 
ccmtxntrating thrir idibiis on 
pt^iils- on the borderline of 
gaining C grades, at fixe ex- 
pense ctf low-achievers, has at 


GCSE pass rates 


Peiceniaoe 



StonacaCSr 


ready been prompted by the 
figni^ Ebcam resnUs are now 
a key of s(hools'.'niatket- 
hig to s^rents, as fiieir in- 
txaoB depends on pupil nmn- 
bers. and the Association of 
Com^ Councils said yester- 
day fbere was a financial 
temptation far them to con- 
centrate on children with the 
greatest (hance of success. 

The national results also 


reflect the rising number (tf 
expelled pupils who receive 
only a few hours' home 
tuition a week. Schools are 
also under pressure to pro- 
mote a rsp^tion for good 
disc^Une and reduced tru- 
ancy rates, which boifa fea- 
ture in Departmaat far Educa- 
tum axri ^nplcyment taUes. 

WMIe fixe changes in GCSE 
results are not dramatic, they 
cast doubt on the Govern- 
ment’s TPBtinnal training and 
education targets <tf having 85 
■per cent of iS-yeaixxlds gain- 
ing five A to C grades, or fixe 
vocational equivalent by the 
^ eixd ctf the century. The pro- 
portion of pupils in local au- 
fbority schrok gainiTig five A 
to C grade GCSE passes rose 
by 03 percentage points, to 
38.7 per oait The proportion 
leai^ with no passes in any 
subject rose, by 03 percentage 
points, to 9.3 per cent 

A third (tf boys gain five A 
to C grades coxnpared with 
more tiian 43 per cent of girls. 
Almost one in 10 boys leave 
s(hool with no GCSE passes, 
compared with (sne in 14 girls. 


John Carvel 
Education Editor 


C HRIS Woodhead. the 
Chief Inspector of 
Schools, warned yesterday 
that mediocre teaching 
would remain a (dironic 
problem for the education 
seiwioe even if beads (muld 
sack nearly 15,000 teachers 
thon^t by the inspectorate 
to be incomp^nt- 
Alter arguing last week 
that education standards 
are unaffected by class 
sizes, he extended his attack 
on the shoitixunings (tf the 
tM«»h(Tip pntfessSon by ar- 
guing that Its problems 
were more widespread than 
previously acknowledged. 

There were probably 
7300 vary poor tea(diers at 
primary level and another 


7300 in secondary schools, 
but that was less than 5 per 
emit of teachixig staff and 
could not explain the in- 
spectorate’s finding over 
many years that teaching 
in up to a third of all les- 
sons was unsatisfactory. 

Getting rid of “ixxcompe- 
tent teachers” was “a nec- 
essary step, but not a suffi- 
cient step,” he said, adding 
that heads had to be helped 
to find ways to improve the 
work of tens of tixonsands 
(tf mediocre tes^me. 

He was speaking at the 
launch of a pam^et on 
teaching quality in primary 
schools, summarising tbe 
views of 1.100 heads at 
summer ccoif^nces run by 
the Office for Standards in 
Education, but downplay- 
ing tiieir complaints of i^ 
ad^nate resources. 


Although the leading 
critic of inadequate teach- 
ing, he acknowledged evi- 
dence firom school inspec- 
tions that numbers of very 
good tea(dieirs — 18,000 at 
primary level and 30.000 In 
secondary schools — far ex- 
ceeded the incompetent. 

• The National Union of 
Teachers said 9307 teach- 
ers lost their Jobs last term 
because sehdols could not 
afford to employ them. 
Local authority evidence 
collected for the first time 
revealed 1.073 compulsory 
redundancies; 328 volun- 
tary redundancies of staff 
under 50; 3.958 redundan- 
cies coupled with prema- 
tmre retirement; and 3.848 
through non-renewal of 
fixed-term contracts. 

“They weire forced i»ut 
simply because schools 
could not afford them,” 
said general secretary 
Dong McAvoy, who added 
that school rolls increased 
by 116.000 this term, 
requiring ^400 more teach- 
ers to nmlwtaiw ratios. 



15% off all lighting. 

(Offer ends 26th November.) 


Black Regent 
Lantern 
with Passive 
Infrared Sensor 
Also available 

inwlxite 

339-9P 

15%efiF 
Save 
£16*00 



The 15% offer applies to all lighting ranges, but ex^udes 
bulbs, torches, I^xts, pood limits and Oxtiteinas lights. 


Good ideas cost less at Homebase. 


Monday-Thuxsday 6 am - 6 pm ■ hidsy 8 am - 9 pmt * Saturday 8 am - 8 pm« * Sunday lOam • 4 pmtt 

AH MM Be MpndBivc Md not to Kala. .Mcrdwndtfr ubicct CO AwaiUde fiD& HomebMC tnm 2titfa Nowa^ I99S. 

ItarfiMe* iBUK be smI for In RiH Md in penon Jt die Bare hetwwn lSthNoweii*erlWS-26ihfto»*inber 19*5. Tte aO marked prie» . 

|{^a^liB8w•C«*«^eJ^ High VlS««i»be. Lprft Koaiiijjkam. Mdl HiU 

and SplihiiO wbch open Ham -Spoia^ HermcMcin Gait wtodropow fan ■ 6pn. 

• ^ 1 1. 


‘Most pupils’ 
play truant 



-r_ ■ 

I Haw yw ever play^ 

71.5%of1106youngpeopte8aidtlieyhaiL 
How oM woro yooT 
^ Percentage, ags In years (}f all truants. 



Alan Trwvls 
Home Affairs Editor 


M ore than 70 per cent 
of children play tru- 
ant at some point in 
their school careers but only 
a small proportion commit 
crime, according to a Home 
OfiSce leseaieh studv. 

The report by Steffardshire 
police inspeetes: Edwin Lewis, 
far tbe Home Office Police 
Research Group, says a small 
group of juvttile rqieat (tf- 
fandm, who have a history of 
persistent truancy starting as 
young as nine, are respon- 
sible for a large amount of 
crixne during sctuxxl hours. 
The researrii rejects calls to 
tf nnn ry a criminal of- 
fance wtfix powers of detexx- 
tiOtt available to the police. It 
says swfa a course is tanprao- 
tic^ and raises the risk of 
criminalising large numbers 
(tfnon-affanders. 

Tngtead it babks iixitiatives 
which bring together the 
police, educational welfaire 
workers, shopkeepers and 
town centre managers in 
“truancy watch” operations 
OT attempts to create “tru- 
ancy-free zones". 

The Elome Office says a 

’’truancy wateh” pilot scheme 


in Staffordshire led to a 30 per 
KDt fall in car crime and a 48 
per cent drop in juvwrxile ar- 
rests during school hours. 

The research based on 
questionnaires completed by 
1,106 young people was com- 
misioned 1^ ministexrs in the 
after math of the murder of 
James Bulger by two 10-yeax> 
olds who had a history of tru- 
ancy. It says truants who 
^fixer in shtqqxxng centres 
should be challenged by 
somebody in authority. 

The questionnaires showed 
that 71 per cent of tbe young 
people surveyed had been ab- 
smit from school without per- 
mission. More than 20 per 
cent said they had often 
traanted. Truaz^ appears to 
start as young as nine with 
peak ages at 11. 18 and 15. ^fixe 
report says these ages corre- 
spond to nxoyixxg to secondary 
school; choices of optional 
subjects and GCSE exams. 

The research also taigh- 
liihts the dangers faced by 
truants, paiticularly as potexx- 
tial victims, and notes tbe evi- 
dence that paed(qiihiles seek 
out sudi children. 

Although most truants do 
“nothmg in pazticulari' and 
cnminit no Crime, a minority 
is responsible for a laige vol- 
ume of crime including stuv 


theft, robbery, erimixxal dam- 
age, disorder, underage sex 
and drug and alcohol abuse. 

The research advocates the 
use (tf the truancy , patinls 
education welfare officers 
and police pioneered in 
Brighton and Bradfb^ 

Ihe report was vmlcomed 
yesttevlay by Home Office 


Minister, David Maclean, 
who backed "Tniancy-Pree 
Area” logos in public places 
and drop-in centres for chil- 
dren to discuss problems. 


Truancy: The Partnwship 
Approach, SrrAh Davis Press, 
Westport Rd. Stoke-on-Trent 

ST64AW.E15. 


A Special Announcement 


AWeekonfheNile - 7 ni^ts firom£395 


1 ravellers are floociing back to 
Egn>t buLprices have not yetcaughl 
xqxwith demnid Earlier thisyearwe 
secured some extraordinarily low 
pricesAxrasuperiorpnxluctandwe 
can therefore continue to offer 
cruises on the first-daw MS Ra NUe 
cruiser, fixe t(»r represents excel- 
lent value for money since the tariff 
indudes all meab. transfora, guides 
andexcurdons, 

'ThejourTxeycoinmenoesu'ithadl- 
rertnighthomGatvv'tektoAswan to 
join the MSRa. Ourweek-kxigeruiBe 
win indude vidts to the Temple of 
Ediu, Esna. the Temple of Kamak. 
theValley^lhe Kings, theTemple of 
QueoiHatdiepsutXunrJkaTiOnfoOL 
and the Aswan HiA Dam. 

'The MS Ra is a la^ Nile cruiser 
purpose built in 6ritain aoconuno- 
datingup to 140 passengers. Fbdli- 
ties on board include a restaurant. 

loujige.bar.sunikdcvi^5wiiTimirig 
pool. Jacuzzi. All obins are air con- 
oitiniiriaifohavfeprivatc bathrooms. 


Cruise between Aswan and Luxor on board the MS Ra 



For a true escape with that magical 
combination culture and rebza- 
tiontixisUsureiyani^xportunitythal 
should not be missed. 

DEPARTURE 
DATES & PRICES 

Mondays -per person in twin 

Dccemberl9£485 

Spvcul ilcpia1u>« out A XwkTiMdav 

1996 

Januaiy8.15£425 


Januaiy22*.29JU50 
February 5. 12. 19.26£485 
March4.1U&25£450 
April! £430 
Aprils. 15. 22. 29£430 
Mays. 13.20. 27£430 
Junes, 10. 17,24^95 
JuiyI.8.1S.22.29i395 
Augusts. 12, 19.26X430 
Sepember2.9,16, 23.30X450 
October7.14.21.28£485 


” Sprrnt oiler pritr of £195 • I'lni 3n pbc» 
odraioibaie al Ihit price »u icIeptMK rvwna- 
boraaKcuendal. 

SuppleuMBtS - person 

Single cabin £150 
Middle deckX45 
l^>perdeckX95 
AbuSinibd lbyroad>X69 

PitaliKhd(Kairtra«d.tt3nacit.7ni||hUaa 
ihe Ra, (ttU bodnL wunmu. cntniKC mk. 
local rtpwMrt al iwa.SpUadrft t ingirancc. 
vteianbeohUrtcdbjrtheCuiniBairi.alrport 
taus,UpLAU 9 rfeesai«MtlccttocbnSc. 

0171-6161000 




VOYAGESJULESVERNE 
2 1 Doisel Square 
tondonNWIdOG 

TrarrirmiiiiOniiillil 
ABTAklttlATOLMIS 
CairrfBea ait open fH-MahuK 
nscnauonstanclntayi 9 amui 7 pin uiJai 
wedKnd» 9 BmtD 5 pm.P(>rp 0 SOiulallm, 
aarofEceheunaitPaBlDSinnwcekdaw 
andSamiolpMSalwSiya. 
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6 WORLD NEWS 

German opposition sacks its chief 


G ERMANY'S de- 
moralised Social 
Democrat oniosi- 
tion yesterday 
sought to revive 
its waning electoral chances 
with a shock switch of leader- 
ship. sacking the lacklustre 
Rudolf Scharping after only 
two years in office and replac- 
ing him with Oskar Lafon- 
taine, the leftwing prime min- 
ister of the state of Saarland. 

Mr Lafoiitaine's comeback, 
after losing the German unity 
elections <^1990 to Chancellor 
Helmut Eohl. was drama^ 
and unexpected- No leade^ 
ship challenge to Mr Scharp- 
ing had been scheduled at the 
party editress in the south- 
ern town of Mannheim. It was 
announced only yesterday 
morning — three days into 
the congress — that he was 
standing. 

Even more surprising was 
the hi^ majority with which 
he won. Of the S25 delegates, 
Mr Scharping mustered only 
190 votes, while the chal- 
lenger romped home with 32i. 

TTxere is no love lost be- 
tween the two rivals in a 
party leadership that has. 
bickered and back-stabbed for 
months. But a crestfallen Mr 
Sdiarptog promptly <^&red 
his su pport to his successor. 

'‘Oskar, there has been so 
much hurt," Mr Sriiarping. 
aged 48, said. “But we need to 



liosen Rudolf Scharping, the 
upstoged and ousted leader 


find the strength to leave tiie 
pain of the behind." 

The triumphant Mr Lafon- 
taine insisted, to loud snigger- 
ing firom the del^ates, that 
Mr Scharping would support 
him now as be had supported 
Mr Scharping in the past. 

For months, Mr liibntaine 
has been a discreet critic of 
the hapless S<diarpmg leader- 
ship. On Wednesday night he 
served notice that he flercely 
oi^K»ed Mr Scharping’s sup- 
for the government pol- 
icy of sending German fighter 
aircraft to Bosnia as part of a 
Nato peacekeeping force. 


Party’s history of decline 


The biggest political party In Germany, with 850,000 members. 


Leader Oskar Lafbntaine has fust replaced Rudolf Scharping 
in aaurprise political coup atttie party congress. 


SuppcMt: At an all-time low of 29 per cent according to a poll 
yesterday, compared to 43 percenttbrChanceilorH^ut 
Kohl's C^stian Democrats and their sister Bavarian Christian. 
Social Union. In last ye^s general elections in October, the 
SPDwon 36.4 percentofthevote, compared to Or KoM’s 
41.5 per cent resulting In aslim 10-seat parliamentary majority 
for the Kohl government. 

Despite ISyears in opposition, the SPD has skree tollen even 
further in the polls, taking only 23.6 per cent of votes last month 
fen regional elections in Berfm— or>ce an SPD bastion. 


PcdHical profile: Confused, evrd unable to recapture the 
centre ground from Dr Kohl. Mr Lafbntmne’s ascendancy could 
signal a swing to the left anti-^ititarlst and environmentaiist 
— with atacit or overt coalition with the Greens and the former 
East German cemnmunists. The move makes for more 
pofarteed, less consensual politics on a European Union sir^le 
currency. United Nations peacekeeiiNng and aGeirhan rdein 
Bosnia. 


H ey da y Willy Brandt was the tirst post-war Social Democrat 
chancellor in 1 966-74, but was felled by a spy scandal and 
replaced ^ Helmut Sdimtdt, who lost in 1 9fQ to Dr Kohl, who 
has been in power ever since. 


Mr Lafimtaiae opsU^ed the 
then leader In a fiery 43-min- 
ute speedi that had the con- 
In raptures and earned 
him a standing ovation. It 
was in stark contrast to the 
pedestrian performance ^Mr 
Scharping in <>penuig the con- 
gress earlier in the week. 

Mr Laftmtaine made no rtf- 
erence to the party leader, de- 
spite having voted rec»tly in 
the party executive to con- 
firm his leadorship. 

It remains to be.seen where 
the charismatic Mr Lafbn- 
taine intends to mVe G^- 
many's biggest political 
party, whidi is at a low ebb in 
its po^-war p^itical fbrtiiDe& 

In opposition to Chancellor 
EcAl's oentre-ri^t coalitum 
for 13 years> the Social Demo- 
cratic. Party (SPD) has 
plunged to about 28 per cent 
in opinion polls. 15 points b^ 
hind the Christian Demo- 
crats. since taking 36.4 per 
cent of the votes in last ye^s 
general election. 

Mr Lafontaine is viewed as 
the leader of the part 3 r*s left 
wing, i^ifist, less Atlanti- 
dst, and critical of Mr Kohl’s 
Eutopean int^retion policies 
— although not anti- 
European. 

He is expected to pursue 
closer links with the Green 
party and is soon to break a 
political taboo by bolding 
talks to se^ a modus vUxndi 
with the Party of Democratic 
Socialism, the successor to 
the East German commu- 
nists. Unable to capture the 
ground from Mr Eohl, 
the SPD may he swii^;ing left. 

The welcomed the 

switch as signaiiiTig better 
prospects tor concerted oi^ 
sition. The gOTexnment par- 
ties, meanwhile, denounced 
Mr Lafontalne’s victory as an 
act of desper a tion from a di- 
rectionless party. 

Peter Hintze, general secre- 
tary <A: Mr Kohl's Christian 
Democrats, said: "The SPD 
has vacated the political cen- 
tre. His ’No’ to Nato support 
in Bosnia and bis allUnce 
talks with Gregor Gysi [the 
leader former communists] 
^ow wfoere the SPD is going 
—fer to the left." 

Mr Lafontaine's election 
does not necessarily mean he 
win confront Mr Kohl for the 
cbwcdlorship at the next 
gtoeral election; scb^uled 
for 1938. He emphasised yes- 
that it was too ear^ to 
say who would be the SPD’s 
candidate to lead Germany' 
into the next millennium. 


L— der comment p»ge8 



Leftwinger from the French borders . . . Oskar Lafontaine, the SPD’s new leader, says Germany must become the 'peace power' photograph boberto pfeu 

‘Saarland Napoleon’ sweeps in as saviour 


O SKAR LAFONTAINB 
preceded his onex- 
petted political coup 
yesterday by bijaddug the 
Mannbelm congress on 
Wednesday with a speech 
tliaii had the congress bay^ 
ing Its support wd seeking 
tim party’s salvation in the 
diminutive leftwiziger from 
the French borders, known 
as the Saarland Napoleon. 

In a speech- that concen- 
trated on economic and fbi> 


eign policy. Mr Lafontaine 
succeeded in impiring a de- 
moralised assembly. 

"There are still poUticai 
ppcojects we can get enthusi- 
astic about" tae said. "And 
if -we^^ get enthusiastic.' 
we can inake otiiers enthu- 
siastic as well.” 

Despite reiterating his 
criticism of Chancellor Hel- 
umt Kohl's drive towards a 
single European currency 
as premature, he denied 


that his SPD was anti-Euro- 
pean. "The SPD will remain 
the Europe party." 

He Insisted monetary and 
economic union in Europe 
had to be more closely tied 
to political uniScatiQsi, and 
said employees should also 
benefit firom a single cur-, 
renpy- Like Jacques Delors 
of France, the formmr presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
missxon, be said a ^ngte 
currency required inte- 


grated economic policies 
across the European Union 
'and called f<nr harmonised 
wage, interest rate, and ex- 
change rate policies among 
the big industrial powers. 

.Germany ' had to become 
the "peace ^wer", Mr La- 
fontaine said, calling for 
nnclear dlsannament He 
raised questions about (>er- 
many's flitore military role 
in International peacekeep- 
ii^, such as in Bosnia, and 


demanded the inclusion of 
eastern Europe and Russia 
in European unification. 

He also called for envi- 
ronmentally sound eco- 
nomic policies that would 
take the countty into the 
"solar age", and urged a 
shorter working week, 
greater fle.xibility in the 
workplace, more p^-tlme 
jobs, and pay rises linked to 
productivity rather than 
inflation. 


Riddle of the caves baffles experts 


John Hooper reports on an argument over the true age of rock 
engravings in Portugal which could debunk man’s pre-history 


T hose barrel-chested 
creatures with arching 
necks and delicate legs 
on the cave walls at Alta- 
mlra and Lascanx were put 
there by people who lived 
in northern Iberia and 
southern France between 
15,000 and 25.000 years 
ago. Or were they? 

Scientists who have 
amined a recently disc^- 
ered site of engravings in 
Portugal, which are also as- 
cribed by archaeologists to 
the old stone age. cl^m the 
work there is no more th^ 
6.500 years old. If they are 
right, the implications are 
potentially awesome. 

'rile Portuguese engrav- 


ings dated to the same 

period as the paintings of 
Lascaux and Altamira be- 
cause they are in a similar 
style, which archaeologists 
say is characteristic of the 
upper palaeolithic period. 
If the engravings were 
shown to be of a much later 
era. and the style charac- 
teristic of that period, too, a 
lot of man’s pre-history 
could become bunk. 

Not snprisingly, the lat- 
est claims have provoked 
indignant disbelief amnng 
archaeologists. In Septem-. 
ber, Joao Zllhao of the Uni- 
versity of Lisbon won a 
rare standing ovation Ikom 
fellow archaeolc^sts after 


delzvming a point-by-point 
critique of the scientists’ 
oiaims at a conference in 
Turin. 

Last week, Alan Watch- 
man, an Australian geolo- 
gist a"d (me of the &ting 
specialists under fire, 
retimied to the fi:ay. He 
claimed that, as a non-sci- 
entist. Dr had foiled 

to understand foe ba^ of 
their work. "The archaeol- 
f^nts have to go back and 
look at their theories and 
assumptions, but 1 don’t 
foe arriiaeologists in 
Europe are wlUing to do 
so," be said. 

The site at the centre of 
the row is at Foz Coa in 


northern PortngaL Even be- 
fore the scientists got to it, it 
had demonstrated a 
capacity for controversy. 
The ei^ravings were found 
in an area due to be flooded 
for a hydro-electric dam and 
their fate became an issue in 
the campaign leading up to 
October's general electam. 

Last week the incoming 
Socialist government 
undertook to suspend work 
unto experts had agreed on 
the importance of the 
discovery. 

Earlier this year, the 
national electricity monop- 
oly, EdP, paid for Mr 
Watchman and three other 
srientists to visit Foz Coa. 
Robert Bednarik. the Aus- 
tralian editor of Rock Art 
Research, put foe maviwinin 
age of tile art at 6.500 years. 
Fred Phillips, a geo-chemist 
from the United States, said 
foe maximmu age of one 
panel tras 3,000 years. 

Mr Watchman, a com- 
mercial consultant who 
first became Involved in 
rock art while explorii^ 
for uranium, carbon-dated 
organic matter in silica 
crusts and conclnded that 
none of the engravings bad 
been made more than 1,700 
years ago. However, Ronald 
Dorn of the Clhiversity of 
Arizona, who used a slnl- 
lar tecbi^que. found the en- 
gravings he studied to be 
between 2JI00 and 5,000 
years old. 

None oS the four scien- 
tists’ findings, however, 
supported a dating to the 
old stone age. Dr ZUhao ar- 
gued this was because their 
methods were similarly 
flawed. He is particularly 
scathing about Mr Bed- 
narik, whose techniques he 
describes as "iaughable’’. 

Dr Zilhao's critique has 
won him backing from 
some scientists as well as 
arctaaeoiogists. In a letter 
dated August 25. the 
Oxford University Radio- 
carbon Accelerator Unit 
said it had found foe con- 
clusions of foe dating pro- 
ject "confiising and often 
contradictory- and in do 
way grounds for conclud- 
ing tiiat the engravings are 
post-palaeoUthic’’. 

The Portuguese lectorer 
emphasises that all four 
^ting experts 'are fix>m 
outside Europe. They might 
not appreciate that the 
European archaeologist’s 
faith in' style as a guide to 
age Is based on solid 
reasoning. 


St etienne 

too young to die 

singtes 1990-1995 
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Indictment may jeopardise imminent peace deal 

UN charges Serbs 
with war crimes 


WORLD NEWS 7 


i+i'-.v :;S:„ : t. 

. 


Julian Borg er In Zagr eb 


T he riilgrrima fhlA . 

ing a balance between 
a quick RgHfaw peace 
and a just one was 
thrown into relief yesterday 
wbra the UN tribunal in Tbe 
Hague chafed Bosnian Serb 
leaders with crimes against 
humanity iSiv their role in. 
July’s Srebrenica massacre. 

It Is the second Hma that 
Radovan iraradrif^ anH hia 
military commander, Ra tko 
Mladic, have been 
for war crimes, focusing at- 
tention on their responsi* 
bOlty for what the tribunal 
termed “one of the darisest 
p^es of human hlstoiy'’. 

But the announcement 
came at a delicate time fbr tbe 
tvro-week-old pace taifca in 
Dayton, Ohio. US mediators 
said yesterday that a final 
de a l was immirwwit , the 
US secretary of state, Warren 
Christoidier. cut short a trip 
to Japan to help pu^ fbr a 
comprehensive setdemeiit by 
the beginning of n^ week. 

The Bosnian govenimmit 
delegation, however, has 
reportedly di^ in its heels 
over war crimes, inais^g | 
Mr Earadsic and General 
Mladic be removed firom 
ofBee. and the UN-designated 
“safe areas'* of Srebrenica 
and Zepa — overrun by the 
Sert>5 in July — restored to its 
control. To do otherwise, the 
Bosnians say, would be to 
condone the massacre of thou- 
sands of Muslim captives 
after Srebrenica’s felL The in- 
ternational Red Cross says 


8,500 Muslim men are still uu- 
accountedfor. 

Survivors have described 
bow Iraryloads of men were 
executed in fields and buried 
in mass graves. Their testi- 
mony was reinforced by US 
satelUts pbotogr^dis cf Qie 
area and by an American 
journalist who readied the 
I suspected ^ve sites. 

indictment documents 
I i«vpBred by the Tntw narinnai 
' Criminal Iribunal fer file 
Former Yugoslavia described 
Srebrenica as “one of tbe 


The evidence 
against them 
descnises scenes 
of unimaginable 
savagery* 

bloodiest acts of tbe war in 
the Ibrmer Yugoslavia ... in- 
volving crimes of an uniaece- 
dented cruelty against the 
Bosxiian Muslim population. 

"Tbe evidence describes 
anerwwa of imtmagfngM o sav- 
agery: thousands of men exe- 
cuted and buried in Tnaea 
graves, hundreds of men 
buried alive, iwan and women 
mutilated and slaughtered, 
children before their 

mothers’ eyes, a grandfether 
forced to eat the liver al his 
own grandson." 

The ttibtmal spokesman. 
Christian Cbartier, said yes- 
terday: “These crimes were 
mim-mtfted by the Bosoian 


forces under, the control 

oT RaAwBiTi garadrir; 

“He authorised the attaA 
and the subsequent addi- 
tional criminal actions. These 
crm^ w e re carried out by 
the Bosnian Serb forces 
imder tbe command of Ratko 
Mladic who was seen at sev^ 
oral locaticns . . . where sys- 
tematic macs idUines took 
place.’’ 

Tbe tribunal barf already 
indieted Mr Karadzic, a fte> 
mtf psychiatrist and amateur 
poet and Gen Mladic for their 
part in earlio^ atrocities, in- 
clude tbe bombardment of , 
Sarajevo, which killed some 
10,000 people. 

Bel^ade newspapers have ' 
recently said the two Bosnian 
Serti leaders have bowed to 
pressure &t»n the Serbian 
presidEait Slobodan MSoee- 
vic, to st^ down once a peace 
agreement has been signed, 
on condition that they are not 
handed over to the trUnmal. 

The chief prosecutor at the 
War Crimes Trlbun^ Judge 
Richard Goldstone, has 
threatened to resign if war 
criminals are granted am- 
nesty as part of a peace deal, 
and a general pardon would 
almost certainly be unaecept- 
I able to the B(^nian. govem- 
I Tn«rfaait. Mr Earedzic 
I and Gen Mladic may be 
' finned to live the rest of their 
lives in Serb-held areas, 
vfoere fbe court’s jurisdictian 
is not recognised. Yesterday, 
however. Judge Goldstone 
said he was "cautionsly c^- 
mistic" that tbqy would st^ 
trial "sooner or later". 

The Bosnian Serbs have de- 
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An elderly couple near Vites in central skin a pig yesterday as the meat-preparing spnson gets ondm* way for Christmas photograph boto vukiceuc 


nied out mass executions 
after Srebrenica, but have 
refosed journalists and UN in- 
vestigators access to the site. 

David Rohde, a rep o rter fin* 
the American dally Christian 
Sdenoe Monitor, avoided the 
Serb authorities and 
twice visited tbe scene of sus- 
pected mass graves. 

In August he reported find- , 
ing newly dug earth in a field j 
strewn wifia Muslim identity I 


documents at a village called i 
Nova Easaha. Last month, Mr 
Rohde was detained and in- 
terrogated by the Serbs, but 
released after heavy US pres- 
sure. hi a report publish^ 
yesterday, he described evi- 
dence of two more graves in 
the village of Sahmici, in- 
cluding two human femurs, 
shoes, shattered spectacles 
and decaying clothing 
The tribunal has so fer in- 


dicted SS people for war 
crimi» in the fbrmer Yugosla- 
via, 45 of them Serbs, but only 
me. a Bosnian Seri) named 
Dusko Tadic, is in custody. 
On Tuesday, Croatia's presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman | 
awarded a Cmt war 

crimes suspect a senior army 
post 

Jonathan FreeJland in 
Washington adds: US officials 
insisted yesterday that they 


would not sanction a Bosnian 
peace deal fiiat allowed a 
future political role ibr Serbs 
accused of war crimes. 

“We cannot imagine a post- 
peace agreement Bosnia in 
which indicted war criminals 
have positions of political 
power." a state department 
official said yesterday, deny- 
ing that the Clinton admini^ 
tratim was preparing to bow j 
to Serb demands. I 


Meanwhile, a White House 
spokesman said the pence 
talks were hindered by Bos- 
nian alarm over congressio- 
nal resistance to US pamcip.*!- 
tim in a Nato peacekeeping 
force. The Bosnians regard a 
US-backed fcHxe ns a condi- 
tion of a deal hut the Hoa-«e 
Speaker. Newt Gingrich, has 
said congression.*)! .support 
for the proposed deployment 
of 20,000 is “virtually ml*'. 


Shipyard base 
deserts Walesa 



Eyewitness 

Matthew ■■ 
Brzezinski 
in Gdansk 

I T WAS in welding unit K-2 
that a young electrician 
named Lech Walesa called 
on his fellow shipyard work- 
ers 15 years ago to ibrm the 
first Independent labour 
union in tbe Soviet bloc. 

Since then, the Gdansk 
shipyard has become a shrine 
to tile lOmiUlOQ Poles who 
joined the Solidarity opposi- 
tion movement and toinpled 
communism. At the entrance, 
three towering crosses built 
from ship hulls commemoFBte 
martyrs of tbe fight fi)r fiee- 
dcan. Souvenir shops sell T- 
shirts emblazoned xvlfh Soli- 
darity’s red on vdiite 
A laige banner drap^ over 
the yard’s main gate left little 
doubt that this was Walesa 
territory. It pledged workers 
would re-elect “Our Presi- 
dent” in Sunday’s presiden- 
tial elections. 

But inside K-2, surprisingly | 
strong support for the 
reformed communist candi- ' 
date, Aleksander Kwas- , 
niewski. underscored tbe stiff 
challenge Mr Walesa faces. 

“Walesa made many prom- 
ises but he did not deliver,” 
complained Andrzej, a 
welder, aged 35. Another 
welder shouted over the dim 
“Peoide here made sacrifices 
for democracy- Many paid 
with their lives. But we got 
nothii^’’ 


The revofaitian that started 
here has brought bard times 
to the dilpyard. Tbe fijrmer 
Soviet Uniixm used to idace 
yearly orders for ^ vesseds. 
This year, six will be built ftcr 
Westem customers. The 
worirfbree has been cut by 
half to 7,300 and monthly 
wages are rarely, mqtg.tbqn 
£150.' ‘ 

Nostalgia to the caretaker 
state runs deep at the sh^ 
yard. Mldial Jezowskl, s^ed 
24, listened as a groim of ap- 
prentice welders said, th^ 
would vote to Mr Ewas- 
ntewski because he promised 
fiats to yonn% people. “If s 
naive to believe that," he 
chuckled. “But I dooT like 
Walesa and I certainly won't 
votetoium." 

Such comments . draw 
heated reactions fttan older 
workers. "Ton kids don't 
rtenember what it was like 
Tmi-ng op ait 4am during 
winter so you could buy shoes 
witii ration cards," growled 
Stanislaw, an electrician, 
aged 50, wbp'once worked <m 
a shift wtCh Mr Walesa. 

Fbar of a Ewasniewskl vio- 
toy — and a virtual monop- 
oly on power by the succes- 
sors of the Connnnnist Party 

' wh o dOTPiTtate pa rHAinent and 
Ibrm the govemmesit — is 
driving many Poles gnidg- 
ingly to endorse Mr Walesa. 

Even at tbe shii^ard, the 
threat cf a communist come- 
back carries more weight 
than Mr Walesa’s roots there. 
‘We cant let the Red thieves 
win," aid Bogdan Oles^ the 
local SoUdarhy head. "We’re 
hot voting for posonalittes; 
Wete voting to eotoors." 

• President Lech Walesa ac- 
knowledged for the first thna 
ye^BTday that he. did not pay 
^1ie>i taxes (m a g j mini« yn 
(£653,600) payment from 
Warner Brothers Studio to 
film ri^ts to his life. 
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Time stands still for Russian 
town that loses six centuries 


James Meek bi Heseow 

T ime passes with prover- 
bial slowness in the Rus- 
sian provinces. But the 
people of Belgorod have 
surpassed previous ex- 
cesses of lassitude by mak- 
ing the past two years last 
six cMitnries. - 
\nth some pomp and a 
sizeable wodge of cash Cram 
the Moscow ^vemment, 
the authorities in Belgorod 
have in 1995 been celelunifr 
ing the 1,000 th anniver- 
sary of the founding of 
their city. The only snag is 
that two years ago, with 
equal pomp . and ‘eqimUy 
generous fhnds, the au- 
thorities celebrated the 
400th anniversary of the 
same place. 

Not Victor Chemomyr- 
din, the prime ministo, 
who si^ed an instmetion 
authorising the celebra- 
tions. nor tbe Russian 
mint, whi^ produced sil- 
ver coins eommemoratii^ 
the millennium, nor Alexei 
XL Patriarch of the Rusdan 
Orthodox Church, who sent 
a message of congratula-' 
tions, appears to have no- 
ticed the discrepancy. 


Only the ministry of 
printing, vdiich' produces 
Russia’s postage stamps, 
rebelled. “They turned ns 
down,” said Vladimir Kol- 
bin, the regional council 
^lokesman, in a tone oi 
biftt surprise. "They said 
they’d already printed 
stamps for us on the 400th 
annivecsaiT-** 

The government foil vic- 
tim to a blunder by Tnzi 
Shmelyov, an elderly amar 
tear historian from Bel^ 
rod, who makes his 1,000- 
year dteim on the basis of a 
mentiem of-tha town in a 
10th century East Slavic 
chronicle. Bnt historians 
agree ^at the Belgorod 
referrtti to in the chrooi- 
des is a different town, also 
called Belgorod. In 
Ukraine. 

Mr Eolbin was unrepen- 
tant, sayii^ archaeolo^sts 
had discovered ancient 
settlmnents near the Rus- 
sian Beigorod, and that the 
400tb anmversary had com- 
memorated tihe rebirth of 
tile- town after it -was de- 
stroyed by the Tatar-Mon- 
gol invasion. 

He said: “Let the histori- 
ans argue, right? AKaybe it’s 
been 9,000 years.” 
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Playing the race card 

The answer is to set up a standing committee 


THE PRIME MINISTER was unequivo- 
cal. His support for a multiracial soci- 
ety free Scam, prejudice was absolute. 
His wisb to eosure the Asylum and 
Imm^ration Bill, announced in the 
Queen's Speech, did not become "a bill 
about race" could not have been more 
specific. In words his predecessor 
would nev^ have vseA, be told the 
Commons:*! have always believed in a 
multiracial ccmummity. I grew up in a 
multiracial community. I am proud of 
the way in wbicb race relations have 
improved in the past two or three 
decades. In the interests of good race 
relations, 1 win ensure we have a foir 
system of a^lum — fair f<xc those who 
need help, mid foir for those who do not 
believe that this coontzy should receive 
bogus asylum seekers eifiier." He went 
even furOier, in fkct, declaring his 
readiness to protect the progress which 
has been achieved in race relations 
firom “those who use race for short- 
tenn pcdztical gain". TVho on earth was 
he referring to? 

Yet one important problem remains 
for the Prime Minister: widespread 
public disbdllef in this last rfaim- And 
230t just Sxaa his opponents. He was 
warned by one of his own cabinet 
memb^ Gillian SheiOiard, Secretary 
for Education and Employment, of a 
potenti^y racist dement in the pro- 
posal to require emjdoyers to check the 
immigrant status of new recruits. As 
she noted, this could make employers 
even more rductant to take on black 
workers. Then there is the Tory press. 
Both Its leader columns and commenta- 
tors have suggested the party is playing 
the race card. A mock Queen's Speech 
in a Iteiily Tel^praph editorial yesterday 
declared:‘*My Government will [day the 
iramig ratinn card . . Then there was 
the Tory research director, who de- 
clared wifii satisfaction how wdL immi- 
gration in file 1992 and 1994 Euro elec- 
tions had “played particularly in the 


tabloids" — ^ and that it still “has more 
potential to hurt". As if on cue, the 
Tory <^bairmfln COUfeSSed that this 
term's l^idative package had de- 
signed to “smoke out" Labour on sensi- 
tive issues. 

The reasons for public scepticism are 
well founded. Moreover, there was an 
Asylum Act only two ye^ ago, whidi 
tightpned the already strict and inflezi- 
Ue rules controlling immigration and 
asylum. The numbm seeldng asylum 
may have increased to 38,000 in the year 
endiz^ in June, but of the 25,000 
cants who have received decisions, a 
mere 1,100 were granted asylum — less 
than five per cent Worse, as our Home 
Affkirs Editor documented earlier this 
week, ministerial plans to use the BUI 
to introduce a “white list" of countries 
where appUcatiozis would be presumed 
unfounded seems to have b^ impie - 
mented even before the Bill is di^ 
cussed. The Home Secretary may huff 
and puff but the feet remains &at of 
2,032 ^plications for asylum from Nige- 
rians fleeing persecution from General 
Abaeba’s military regime fins year, 
figures show that shamefully only one 
person was granted a^liim — and just 
three given “exceptional leave” to stay. 
Not even Michael Howard can pretend 
N^eria is a safe haven, frree from perse- 
cution or abuse of human ri^ts. 

If the Prime Minister was beiog genu- 
ine in his wi^ to avoid playiz^ the race 
card, be has a slmide scdntiozi: to accept 
the Opposition’s proposal to put the BUI 
before a Cokmnooos standing committee 
to ensure that the princiides on which 
it is based will be much more carefcdly 
analysed mduding the calling of expert 
witnesses. No one denies there are 
bogus applicants. Of course, there are. 
It Is their scale and tike best ways of 
combating fiiem that are in contention. 
John Major was ri^t to want to resist 
the race card. Setting up a standby 
committee would do just that 


Restoring principles to politico 

Oskar Lafontaine as SPD leader is good tactically as well 


THE GERMAN Social Democrats have 
voted with their hearts in the suzptise 
decision to replace Rudolf Scharping 
wifii Oskar Lafontaine at fiieir congress 
in Maimbeini. It is an upset to the 
convention wisdom that toe SPD has 
no choice hut to “modernise" along 
similar lines to those now being 
adopted by New Labour in Britain. It 
may be a caricature to label Mr Lafon- 
taine as 'leftist” but he certaizUy 
speaks to a more populist and peace- 
inclined stream of par^ opiniozL In this 
cautious a^, should toe SPD have 
voted wito its head and picked toe arch- 
advocate of modernity, Gerhard 
Schrdder. izistead? 

It is hn to recall that only a year 
ago toe SPD did better than generally 
expected in toe national elections leav- 
ing Mr Schazping in a good position 
from which to build a future assault on 
toe chancellorship. Helmut Kohl's thin 
majority and the disarray of his Free 
Democrat partners was contrasted with 
toe SFD's izicreased vote azid solid 
wei^t in the upper house and the 
states. Half a year later Mr Kohl still 
looked iD trouble but Mr Schazping had 
twiTigicd his chance. Discord between 
the former Scharping-Schrdder-Lafon- 
taine friumvirate also played a part 
But while neither main party managed 
to look convincizig to a jaded public, the 
Chanc^or’s persoimlity in this 1^& 
warm political atmosphere gave him a 
substantial edge. 

Mr Schroder is a powerful figure on 
the centre-right who^ main message is 


that the SPD must show itself able to 
run the <MrigHng system better than toe 
Christian Democrats. He has continued 
to lay stress on the need for social 
solidarity, wazniz^ that cozisumerism 
cannot be pampered any more. But in 
file end it is much the same prudent 
message delivered by a more dynamic 
perfo rmer one can understand why the 
SPD Congress was tempted by Mr La- 
fontaizie's passloziate plea for “enthusi- 
asm" in pities. On Wednesday he 
^haUangftH Mr Schazping’s atg^ent 
for employznent flexibility by caUmg on 
the state to do more to protect workers' 
interests. He ^ke of G^many as a 
potentiid peace power, reject!^ toe 
of German filter jets to far- 
m&c Yugosla^^ Ihis should not be 
dismissed as znaverick pddtics: a sub- 
stantial body of public opinion, edu- 
cated by past experience, continues to 
believe that Germany's inttenational 
prestige should uot be bolstered by 
military force. 

Mr lifontaine’s potted ctffidal biogra- 
phy speaks of his “commitznent to arms 
reduction, sedidarity with toe Third 
World and peace wito nature”. In spite 
of reassuring words about maintaining 
a pro-Europe policy, he may still be 
r unning a^ing t the trend. But in an 
unpredictable political diznate he will 
be better placed to eiqilore openings 
towards the Greens and the ez-oommu- 
nist FDS. And there is surdy something 
very refireshmg about a European 
mainstream parly which actually de- 
cides to vote for principle. 


For whom the technology tolls 

Whatever happened to the brave new world of newspapers? 


THE DEATH of a newspaper b^efrts zio 
one; not those who read it, not those 
who work fca: it, and especially not the 
organism of a fr^ and plural press. The 
pfliaring of Today, whose last issue ap- 
pears this morning, is a loss to all three. 
The oftme paper diminishes us 

£01 especially when, as wito Today, 
there is a buyer (Mohamed Al Fayed) 
wito in hazid willing to take over. 

Yet toe deato of Today inevitably 
leaves a special sezise of bitterness. 
Thday was supposed to be toe catalyst 
of the newspaper revolution of the 
1980s. A decade ago, Eddie Shah’s brain- 
child was seen by its admirers as the 
liazhiziger of a new era of cheaper 
production and easier market entiy. 
The argument — much advocated 
in the Murdoch press which pulled the 
plug on Today last night — was that the 
introduction of new technology would 
open up a pluralist newspaper market 
wito more choice for all. Producers had 


to suffer so consumers could prosper. 
New titles, new ideas, new jouzn^dism 
would ftdlow. 

Today was tomorrow then. But now it 
is yesterday. The revolution of toe mid- 
1980s now looks a less dear-cut tri- 
umph. Of the two new national daily 
tides of toe past decade, Today is dead 
while the Independent battles to keep 
the dream alive. The ^ad mornings of 
the newspaper revolution seem distant 
dawns. 

We do not mourn toe dd' days. They 
were often grim and frustrating. But 
those who said wito such arzugance 
that toe unions were the only impedi- 
ment to a freer marked & pluralist press 
and livelier service to toe readii^ pub- 
lic have some ggpiaining to do. Events 
have proved them wrong. Blinkered 
unions were part of toe problem. But 
blinkered proprietors, includizig that 
rductant s^er, Mr Murdoch, have not 
turned out to be the answer either. 




Letters to the Editor 

SaiiXHWiwa’s plea from jail: boycott Sheli 


A fter reading the let- 
ter from Adrian 
Slayter or Shell (Guard- 
ian,- November 15) I thought 
you Tni0ht like to share with 
me toe following letter I 
receiv^ written by Ken 
Saxo-Wiwa flnm his prison 
cell dated August 2, 1995. 1 do 
not need to a^ to it 

MANY thanla fitr your loveiy 
card u}?tich brought a lot ^ 
diear and colour to the dun- 
geon whiA has bem mgf bane 
in the last 15 months. R is Jitost 
hind (tfypu to care about my 
coruUttori and I will always 
remember it I }mpe that lohm 
you do ^ back to Leeds you 
wiUcoritaadieBodyAapudut 
are arordinattog the Ogoni 
catt^aign worldwide. I believe 
that o/ify a bayoott qT Shell 
products and the picketing of 
th^ garages can call Shell to 
their respo/isibility to the 
N^er deha. A recent World 
Bank study qf the region has 
warned that '‘an urgent need 
exists to impknimt medhani- 
sims to protect the life and 
health qf the region's inhabit- 
ants and its ecological systems 


/hmJUrOur detaloration." I 
remain hopgfiii that tnen and 
womm^gooduiUcancameto 
the assistanoe qf the poo’. do- 
prioed people in Ogmi and 
oOiB’ parts ^theTKgar delta 
who are in no position to pro- 
tect themselves against a 
multtnatainal suA as Shell 
Em Saro-Wiaa, PO Box 639. 
Part Barcourt. 

MoUy Patterson. 

8 Woodlands Close, 

Harrog at s. HG2 7AZ 

Y our leader comment 
(Shell-speak in double 
standards. Novembw 1$) does 
to point out that Shdl is 
ideally placed to demand 
social justice fin: ordinary Nir 
garian people, but it does not 
lay any blame at the door of 
the Britito Government. Is ft 
to be bdieved that the Gov- 
eamnent has known nothing 
of the human rl^its abases In 
Nigeria highlighted by 
(M^nfeations- such as Am- 
nesty foternatkina]? As far 
back as 1993 Een Saro-Wlwa 
was in Loodon denranding 
toat action be taken by Euro- 


pean governments against the 
Nigei^n dictatorship. Cases 
cf asylum appiicatUms have 
increased dramatically from 
Nigeria over toe past years 
yet the refusal rate has been 
practically 100 per cent Could 
it that to inter complicity 
to the siqiport of the Nigerian 
oligarchy by toe British Gov- 
ernment would ask sorions 
questions about ail of us to 
our wtiltogness to q>eak out 
at fundamaatal human r^ts 
abases? . 

Vijay Singji Riyait 
14 Railton Gardrais. 

Gateshead NE9 6RB. 

Y OUR-article (“White list“ 
already to effect, claim 
refugee organisatloiis. No- 
vember illustrates again 
toe barbaric hypocrisy cf this 
govemmenL Joim Major was 
heard nttertog the cbrrect 
noises oomdemning Ken Saro- 
Wiwa's murdm- at toe Com- 
monwealto ()caifiea:enoe, while 
his coUe^ue Michael BEow- 
ard has,~all along, been block- 
ing the ri^t of asjtoun to 
toousanfls of otiiers fleeing 
from (feneral Abadba’s nuli- 


taiy rc^me. The new Asylum 
bill will, of course, make a 
farther mockery of Britain's 
endorswnent of flie 1951- UN 
oonventton relattog to toe 
r^ts of refogees. But as 
Andrew Lansley, es^resaareh 
director at Tory Central 
Office, tojudiclbusly let slip, 
tbds does not matter provided 
this strati assists toe (jOv- 
emment get elected fi»r an- 
other term. 

But there is another sinis- 
ter threat to asylum which is 
mare immediate and; as it can 
be ixitrodvbced without legisla- 
tive chai^. Is less like^ to 
be aired by the niceties of 
parUamentary discussiem and 
debate.On January 8 social 
secortty ctiang pa devised by 
Peter Lilley will cancel, at a 
stroke, all welfare benefits for 
most asylum-seekers, render- 
ing them pomiless and desti- 
tute. Landlords are already 
getting wtod of the changes 
and turning asylum-seekers 
aw^. The SeAi^ee Council 
esttoialies that initial about 
10.000 peojrie phis their dep^ 
dants rising to 40,000 will be 
delved of beneQts. 


The changes target asylum- 
seekm who do not apply for 
asylum immediatley on mitei> 
tog toe UK and those appeal- 
ing agai^ a refiisal to stay. 
About 70 pec cent ci all 
asylum-seekera apply “in- 
counby." Scmie arrive trau- 
matised or understandably 
want legal advice before 
applying. 

This measure is cruel to the 
extieme. It will save less than 
a tento OC 1 pet cent at the 
social security budget and 
reduce those, to whom sanc- 
tuaty and compassion should 
be offered, to aiqect poverty. 
In an Bi^li^b class for adults, 
that I teach, most students 
will be affected. Tbachers. 
doctors, socnal workers and 
other wcukers soon be 

teiccmntertog asyhun-seekm 
robbed of all means of sur- 
vival by this Government We 
need to canyaign and orga- 
nise immediate^ to expose 
and prevent this brutal mea- 
sure beexuning a reality to toe 
new year. ' 

Bicbard Payne. 

13 Powerscroft Road, 

Clapton, Londem E5. 


Counting the 
card vote 


THE assertion toat diaiify 

I cards'are'lieadtogibra^ 
Gap tola year" gl w ee t charily 
to line to get its cards fUs 
GbristmaSk November II) Is In- 
accurate. The key retatoag 
period hr Christmas cards is 
during December when 70 per 
cent at all cards will be sold. 
Indeed, wen over 20 per ceait of 
cards are sold to toe last five 
toopping days betoe Chi^ 

wtaa Qn atean g tti rf trading 

figures SO fer fhls-season, we're 
confident fiiat weTl have a good 
trading year in our sbcgis. 

Nbnetoeless, we do believe 
toat N3gd Griffiths’ statanaots 
OQ the issue of charity card 
enntributiems are not only 
poorly tofimned, but potai> 
tially very darwmgtng. Cbaiily 
card income is generated via a 


SBFdRS. SErlpiMf; -THM ySpU JUST 

AhVAr* the. ib 

l^UCKT 



varied of AWimigh 

eaiog throng charity riiops 
and catalogues will produce toe 
>iC ghaet retorn, ttiB route 

invtdves toe levri of 

rrarnnw-ffial fcr 

For many, especially those 
wzSicut a netirark of 'toops, 
licensing agreements with 
major retailers oOb: a source of 
risk-free iwivima which, al- 
toou^ small pa* card, adds up 
to a substantial oostoibutiem 


during toe seeson. If' 

MgeZ (hdStbs were to be suo- 
ceesftil to his can hr a 60p to 
the £1 return, ebarfor muds 

would Sinmly iWanj^ioar . ft nryj 

toe hi^ stze^ dqiriving many 
charities of an important 
soorceeftocoime. 

Alison Hctensbury. 
Commercial Product Man- 
ager, Oxfion. Ttodto& 
hhndcKh Road, 
fficester, Osm, OS 7RF: 


On the trail of toe Tory voter 


J UUAN Crtohley (Why 1 
won’t be voting Tory at 
toe . electoon, November 15) 
and your resuimrs may like to 
know that I was adopted at -a 
gerieral meeting of my new 
Stftwa Constituency, by a ma» 
stve majority, of the 400 or so 
members of the local party. If 
was not a matter for the con- 
stituency ch^man. but for 
the meeting as a whole. 

Julian Critchley might like 
to know that in toe Stafford- 
shire Newslfitter, after the 
irw»ai 'governiBent results in 
May. 1 received 74 per cant 
support fitxn toe elecdmaie as 
a whole, to an opinion poll. 

This was comjdemented by 
Che 71 per cent of toe votes, 
which I received fitnn the 
viewing public foUowtog a 
Ccmtral TV debate on toe 
issue of the Sbi^ Currency. 


between myself and Sir David 
Enos MP, whom Critchley 
says made an ^unexpected 
arid sadden" dedsioii' not to 
contest file Stone 'seat 

In the General' Electton at 
1992, durtog file' Maastxidxt 
process, I received, as to pre- 
vious Sections, 51 per oent at 
file vote of the electorate as a 
whole. 

Julian Crttohlefy is utterly, 
out of step, not only wito the 
Conservative Faitf, bat wito 
the electorate as a whole, 
which is where we win or loss 
the next deetkm. Sa vote 
doesn't matter any more than 
his opinions or his ill-in- 
formed oolnniTi. We can do 
wilhont either. 

William Cash MF. 

House cf Commons, 
Westminster, 

London SWIA OAA 


Labour’s new Rolls-Royce 


EAMUS Milne’S front 
speculative piece on 
the Labour Party (Labour's 
media chief "pressured to 
give up job",. November 15), 
dearly did not invdve any 
disco^iOQS with the pe<^xle 
tovohred. Three out of 2S0 
staff moving on to fresh chal- 
lenges followii^ a period of 
service contributing to the 
party’s transformation, does 
not constttate a “mte of res- 
ignations’*. A degree of 
change and renewal is 
healthy In an organisations. 

Labour is now putting 
h^ethor a "RoHe-Rc^ce’’ cam- 

panning Tnar*iin» not the 

'*penDy-farQiing’’ of yester- 
year as was d em on s trated by 
the hi g iii y profosskmal man- 
agement of our best ever 
flnmiai conference. Labour is 




at the cutting edge. We have 
enjoyed m parallpTcd 
as party membership has in- 
creased by 120,000 in the last 
year, made an unpiw»dented 
2,000 gains to local 
successfully redefined our 
aims and vtoues and denum- 
strafed that we are the party 
toat speaks for toe majwxty. 

Mr M ilne should he better 
to&armed before rash 

assumptions and drawing 
very generalised conclusipne. 
David 1, Gardner. 

Local Government Officer 

Boland Wales. 

Director of Policy. 

Paul Wheeler. 

ElectioDs CcHmltoator. 

The Labour P a rt y 
John Smith House, 

150 Walworth Road, 

London SE17 IJT. 




Class dismissed 

A ll schools in a veay 
derived area of Bradford 
are to be i ns pected by Ofeted 
because cf cooewn about aesr 
demic performance (Goardten 
November 14). What an esc^ 
Imtt idea it would be if the 
togpectois were required to 
spmid one (totog fitU- 

time dassromn hww-htng to 
tosse schools prioa: to toe to* 
speetkm. Not only would it 
^ve some of the hard-pressed 
staff a teeak hut it would also 
hsdp the Ingie ct ora, most of 
vriH»n have not tau^ in the 
dassroom for awng years, to 
understand the daily rsalfifes 
of sriioal life in the iseos. 

They might even ceme to 
realise that dass sises do mat- 
ter, if toe teactwa' is to stay <m 
top of file Job. Further, it 
would be znstructive Ibr the 
tegular staff to ohsarve some 
of the lessoDS taken by the 
Ofeted teams and assess toe 
tospectoo:^ own dassroom and 
disctpltoazy competences. 
DHSedge. 

71 Rtted, 

Sonnins Common, 
BerisRCHgLH. 

Talking radio 

Y our report ((Hiardian, 
November 11) Mr Moham- 
med Al Fayed's allegation 
ihat toe Ebme Secretary was 
somdiow involved in his foil- 
are "to buy and revive the 
London talk- radio-station 
LBC". The Home Secretary 
utterly zetoted Idr Al Fayed^ 
aU^ations and had at no time 
been consulted over the 
fiztore of UBC Radio or indeed 
its ownershto- 
Mike Granatt 
Hcane Office, 

SO Queen Anne’s Gate, 
London, SWlH 9AT. 
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British mothers in shackles 


W E SHOULD like to draw 
attention to a barbaric 
practice in the current treat- 
rzient of pr^nant women to 
prisoste.to England (BodybeU 
restraint “routine in jails", 
November IQ. 

In April last the HWmo 
Office issued an instruction 
that all women prisoners 
be handettifed to a 
pison officer triien outside 
the prison. For many woman 
this todndpw being sbaeftted 


white a ttenfling fhr m atern il y 

appointments and during the 
bbth of tiielr babies. The im- 
plication is fiiat if the shack- 
les are removed these women 
win tmnwlTfltely attfeBpt tO 
escape, even dnring labour, 
or that they will gmnTni» 


crimes of violence against the 
medical staff 

latest statistics Show toat 56 
women gave hiifh to outride 
hospitals whilst imprisoned 
during 1983/94. Despite de- 
nials fitHu the Prison Service 
and Home Office, the recent 
report from tbe Howard 
Leagu e for Penal Reform 
reveals that pegnant wonm 
are stQl during 

antBnatsl care, labour and 
birth. 

From many examples we 
cite one: a women was shaw- 
led to two officers, nno of 

vtoom was male, during her 
antenatal oraminatin^ The 
same woman> subsequenfiy 
was handcuffed and r*MrnaA 

throu^iout a thteeday Stay In 
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hospital, tnriudiwg whmi she 
used tbe lavatmy. Her baby is 

due wagf mninth. 

Such treatment of pregnant 
women is barbaric Pregnancy 
and birth are an iwtengfliy 
«mniKnr>at and posonsl expe- 
rience. Treetmoit during fiiis 
time is likely to have a pro- 
found effect GEi women’s self- 
eeteen and mothering abili- 
ties. This practice ensures fiiat 
it is an inhumane process, 
wfairii degrades the 
tog woman and all those to- 
votved to her care. 

We rightly criticise the 
abuse of womoi to some other 
cultures. We see twa practice 
as a human ri^xts issue whitto 
should be addressed 
immediately. 

Mary Barnard, 

Chairman, National Child- 
birth Trust, 

Shaiig Etostoger, 

write: and social anfiirqpQlogist, 

Caroline Flint, 

President, College of 

Midwives, 

Gordon M. Stirrat, 

Pnrtbssor of Obstetrics 
Gynaecology. University of 
Bristol 

(Prm) Azin Oakley, 

Lesley Page, 

Professor of l^dwifery, 
Goodman. 

Health Policy Officer, 
MatemiQr Alliancte 
CDr) Fiona Blake, 

Consultant Liaison Psychia- 
trist. John Radcliffe 
Hospital. 


NORTHUMBERLAND; Our 
garden birds are being ex- 
traordinarily backward in 
coming forward; toe nut- 
feeder always goes out this 
mouth, but it is almost un^ 
touched. Where are our usual 
avian guests? No sta Hmge 
great tits, blue tits, nut- 
hattoes. Bvaa Uackbuds are 
absent So far we have had 
one robin and usually toe re is 
an queue. Is it enms of 
berries, our summer having 
for once provided abundance 
of natural seeds? 1 hope that 
is the answer. One country- 
man told me be Uamed pro- 
tected predatory bir^ and 
magpies; fiiere are certainly 
for too many of the latter 
Walking the dogs along the 
hedgerows yesterday, I saw 
across the fields a motley 
crowd clad to oilies, carrying 
sticks and with various dogs 
weaving about their legs. Un- 
mistakably beatere, gathering 
to Qie lee of a eovmt before 
waDc^ it fiirdi^ for the 
eons'. I could bear the men 
cfaattertTig, so before they had 
even entned the wood its res- 
idents be^ to leave. First a 


sHpPSd out, stealing 
a cl^p of bradeen 

STi the wall 

straight towards us. As be 
came closer I could see the 
mu^ streaked with grey 
and toe hairs in his piw ga»- 
ccat flecked with the MWfc 
ccj^. T^ d<^ ftuBe, astem- 
ished. The fox suddenly be- 
cme aware of our presence, 
sat momentarily on his 
haunches and sta^ at us. 

he Jinked 

throu^a hole in 
^l^mbles choking the 
£5®- He was fbUowed within 
®?®onds by two roe deer who 
and 

the safety of toe 
More serious tor the 
SptoS party were the sev- 
“^doaen wily 

»ftZy««ks,Xha?h^ 

aim were scuttltog 
“1^ the end Of the com 
^ to toads down and 

^ was afboi^ Sto 
y^ONlCA HEA7V 

.1 
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Hiifih mothers 
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C ONRAD BLACK, 
owner of the Daily 
Tele^ph, has dem- 
onstrated his magnificent 
grasp of irony. In aletter 
published yeaterday in an- 
othmof hU possessions, the 
Spectator maga^e, he uses 
Orwellian langoage to dev- 
astating effect, parodying 
himself as Big Broker. To 
fiiUy appreciate this virtu- 
oso perfbRnance. a little 
backgroand is naeded. Dom- 
inic Lawson — son ofNlgel 
and ftiend of Alexander 
Chancellor (who Dorn 
sacked, webeard in yester- 
day's Diary, with snch lyri- 
cal grace) — quits as editor 
(tf the Spectator three 
weeks ago to take over the 
Sunday Telegraph. No 
sooner is he oat the door 
thanliis successor at the 
Spectator, Frank Johnson, 
Tuns'a vicious — some 
woedd say antS-semilic — • 
tiiade against Ddm written 
by the former Tory minis- 
ter, Alan Clark, who de- 
scribes Lawson as having 
sUtty eyes and Toatbesome 
sheeringfeatcires, pastily 
gtisteDing”. Enter (>mrad 
Black with that wi tty par- 
ody of Orwellian newapeak. 
His letter says the publica- 
tion of Cl ark's ‘^outrageous 
comments” was an **oveiv 
Ibr which Frank 
Johnson '‘spontane- 
onsly npressed r^ret”. 
the self-deprecating propri- 
etor cleverly conjures up 

images ofhimself bearing 
down on his terrified edito- 
rial poodle, ordering him to 
retract or walk. Which, of 
course, never happened. 

A ll PRAISE to Ma- 
dame Nel vanDijk, 
the formidable Dutch 
MEP who has 
launched a fgunpaig nto 
combat the spread of HIV. 
**l*ve produi^ a packs^ 
on the Internet on the dos 
and don'ts of safe sex, in- 
coding bow to put on a con- 
dom,*' she proo^ tells fel- 
low MEPs. Tveeveoputit 
onafloppy.” 

T HBSONDAYTimes 
magazine appears to 
be traveUix^ in the op- 
posite direction to Madame 
NeL Last wedk's issue car^ 
lied on its horoscope page 
an artist’s impression of 
Scorido. The artist, playing 
on the sting-ur-the-^dl alln- 
dou, laid five bottles of poi- 
son ona table ---stcyiduihie. 
belladonna, arsenic, cya^ 
Hide and one other. When 
he opened the magazine on 
Semday morning the artist 
discovered the fifth bottle 
bad been erased and 
replaced with empty white 
space. It ww a bottle 
marked HIV with a condom 
on top. *Ts the artist homo- 
sexual?*’ the magazine’s art 

director bad enquired be- 
fore pulling out the Tippex. 
A case of censorship of poi- 
son, or poisonous 
oBQsorship? 

T he computer nerds’ 
compnter nerd. Bill 
Gates, chief exec ofAQ- 
erosoft, is li^ cm the Inter- 
net So big he wants every* 

body working ibr him to “go 
■overboard” cm cyberspace. 
Strange then that the spell- 
checker on his Microsoft 
Word cannot read Ditmnet 
Interpretingitas "intern- 
ment” ox^*|int«nee*\ 

M M tfITH the demise of 
mllm ttaeTodaynews- 
W paper, the Diary’s 
fevonrlte spin -doctor Alas- 
tair C^pb^ suffers a 
severe doable whammy. As 
Tony Blair’s pugnacious 
press secretary, he loses the 
Today futures writer, 

Fiona Millar, a loyal con- 
duit of such important pro- 
New Labour stories as 
Cberie Blair’s £900 dress 
(she didn’t mention the 
o^t). da a human being and 
femily man he also loses the 
income brought in by his 
wife, the Today features 
w riter, Fiona Millar. 

N OW THAT the Com- 
mons is back in 
smng. MPs are get- 
ting down to the serious 
business of polities. Sev- 
eral. the Commons library 
notes, have exp resse d inter- 
est in viewingLWT's recent 
South Bank Show cm Corth 
natlon Street. And more 
than 230 have joined a club 
— the Impest industry- 
related group in Westmin- 
ster— fbnned to promote 
the "wholesomeness and 

ezijoyment ofbeer”-. 


F irst Mike Tyson, 

then Darius Guppy, 
now Bob (3eIdof? lAe 
Islamic paper, QNews, 
reveals that the singer with 
tlie ridiculous sideburns 
has been spotted in the com- 
pany of a Muslim priest. Is 
this a conversion. Bob? We 
need to know. 





Your partners^ please, 
for the Euro dance 


Commentary 


Peter 

Preston 


I T SEEMED the snidest 
sourest 'pcditical anniver- 
sary of tiie week: one year 
of Eurbstar service to 
Paris and Broils, a pat op- 
porhmlty Ibr television lepro- 

noaging qI rtia piflfbg imA tTia 

hitches. The Chnnnel pot of 
gold Is already half emp^. 
And yet the merest flip of per- 
ception — to half fell and 
growmg — produces an ut- 
terly different verdicL A ser- 
vice. of such hi^ technical 
axnhitian was always going to 
endure a few ^ots cf bothm 
— predictable, and therefere 
not particoferly smisationaL 
A year in is where the true 
test -Starts: end already 3 mil- 
lion p a ss eng ers have taken 
file trip and are retuniing fbr 
more. 

Ihat's a phenomenon to put 
most acts of politics — and 
certainly anytaing ftom the 
Queen’s Speech — fer into the 
sociologleal shade. You go to 


Waterlooi you get on a train. 
'Ihree and a scrap hours later 
you’re In Paris — as easy as 
going from Ixmdoo to Mac- 
, ebestitf . There is a ferry and 
an air war. so pric^ are 
down. And the fescinating 
thing , certainly of a we^tend, 

I is to see thousand up^ thou- 
sand of young people Just tak- 
ing off. fiir a div -.or three 
I away. 

PoUtleians always pour on 
too much portent, rather Uke 
Ted Heath ladling the 
I beamaise. Joining the EC 
was haute cuisine symbolism: 
so was the opening of a rail 
I tunnel under the Channel. 

I Real life however, moves tv 
smaller increments. The 
point about Euroster fttan 
I Waterloo is that it has become 
' anotbtf noiToality of Rw giioti 
I life; a further diwimutlAn of 
I the word “abroad". And the 
! young people taking the train 
just do what now, to thoryp , 

I comes naturally. Ecstatic 
I reams are written about the 
I sodetal revolution cf the In- 
temeL is a precisely 
I re^utimi passing el- 

! most without comment: a 
mingling without borders. 

I and, besxmd that, a greater 
' mhigUns. (My ofwn neck of 
South Lcmdon is suddenly flill 
of daugh^tfs and smis-matiy- 
I ing French or Spanish or 
' Dutch partners.) The process 


is not politicaL It doesn’t bear 
I on EMU -timetables, <x evea 
much on Brussela at alL 
We're emerging ways 
of life. FundamentaL We're 
talking altitudes to Europe — 
and. one step further, to the 
emrld. Different stances, dif- 
' ferent opportunities, different 
' gesmratioDS. 

Ibis week too, by chance, 

I eame -file lati^ tranrife of 
' National Readership research 
for newspapers — not a mea- 
sure of copies sold over 
I counters but of the numbers 
I of people and sorts of people 
wbio re^ our daily diets of 
I natlcmal news. The Guardian, 

I as you may ha^re noticed, has 
grown and now counts 
1,S96;000 feeders. Eighty five 
per cent of those fell into fee 
J^Ci eatagorlee of education 
and relative wnlth. 

. But it’s their age that 
catches the attention. Forty 
one per cent cf readers are 
qntter gi. notch Up to the 44fe 
birthday and you embrace a 
fiiH £2 per cent oS all Guard- 
lanreaders. 

New^pers may look the 
— wia and feel the same 'and 
cover many of the same 
stories. But readenbips are 
subtly diffarenl Sixty two per 
cent of the Daily Telegraph’s 
readers are over (not under) 
44. Getting on for a quarter of 
ihum are over 65. Ihe Daily 


Mail, for all its occasionally 
swinging skirts. 1ms 58 per 
emit at 44 or beyond. 'Tbe 
Daily Express has 62 per cent 
like the Tel^raph — and a 
J(dting 28 per cent over 65. 
Even Mr Murdoch's cheap- 
ened Times has half its read- 
ersh^ over the 44 age mark. 

Such statistics, of course, 
need careful nuancing. .Age 
and attitude don't alw^ co- 
incide. (As David McKie was 
arguing here this week, Glad- 
stone at 90 would ixobably be 
reading the Guardian — but 
William Hague probably 
began iwding fee Tetegreph 
OD his mother’s knee.) A 
paper. If it's wise, will aim to 
serve every reader as best it 
can. Large constituencies, 
however, inevitably exert 
particular pulls. If the readers 
of your paper turn out (after 
research) to be lacrosse 
freaks, you’d better have 

You go to 
Waterioo; you get 
on a train. Three 
and a scrap hours 
later you’re in Paris 

greet lacrosse coverage or 
I dlse. And age, hi its own way. 
is surely just the same. The 
Daily Exwims is not about to 
: tell Its vast pensicxier reader- 
ship to experiment with soft 
drujgs. When tbe Mail rants 
about divorce or the ultimate 
horror of Swedish satellite 
pom, it claims to speak only 
for aged, middle class, 
very middling England. 
Habitually, newspaper bias is 
seen as pro-TOry or pro Tony. 
But it can equally be the reit- 
eration and thus reaffinna- 
tion of one-generational atti- 


tudes. You might still think, 
from the ravings and the vit- 
rioL that rot and chaos began 
at Calais. You might perceive 
no minglir^ and no transt 
don. Tt^w in a ritual pop 
column for yoof, but otlwr- 
wise keep your small comer 
of thought unsullied by 
change. 

I laughed out loud this 
week when the Daily Tele- 
graph blamed the BBC for not 
shopping Princess Diana 
promptly to fee Palace press 
office. Compare and contrast 
the Guardian’s Monda>- stor>- 
of King Edward, the Nazi 
threat, and crisis meetings be- 
tween the Prime Minister, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the editor of ^ Times. 
’Those three got together 56 
years ago. The thou^ of 
John Major. Peter Stothard 
and (Seonge Car^* in crisis 
oonclare over Di in 1995. is 
simply ludicrous. Yet the 
Telegraph, in its own time 
warp, would still ask fee 
shade of Lord Reith to fee 
party. 

Such prime examples of 
pompous fogeyism are eas>’ to 
spot. It is much more difficult 
when a whole ana>* of papers 
seems to speak for Britain, 
and the natural assumptions 
Britons, as though there 
was an exclusive hot line to 
the national psyche. 

In feet. feou^. only 
speak for a part of Britain — a 
country of a certain age and a 
certain mind set addr^sed by 
thone who know what fi^* 
think it wants to hear. Give 
me Waterloo station on a FTi- 
d^ evening any time. Ihe 
people who fiin^ the plat- 
form are young and going 
somewhere and mingling. 
They may not have a chorus 
ot voices on their side. But 
they got up; and they are go- , 
ing. Pr^ heaven the trains 
run on time. 


Dinner with 
Damien at my 
friend Janet’s 
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Who takes and 


Tom Hodgkinson predicts a 
drugs war in the wake of Leah 
Betts, as attitudes among 
‘grown-ups’ harden, while the 
young go their own sweet way 


L eah BETTS is dead. 
Two IS-year-old bo^ 
finm Havant are ill 
in hoeplial afim- tak- 
tt^ a substance be- 
lieved to be Ecstasy. In tbe 
wate of feenews stoil^ facts 
and figures are emerging. The 
number of. people taking E 
eveiy weekend is estimated at 
betw^ 500.000 ^ a million. 
An undergroond movement' 
whi^ Started in l%8 wife the 
advent ofhonse music to this 
country, has almost invisibly 
expanited into a giant culture. 
*nie secret is out fee adult 
wwld has had'ferust upoi it 
tbe attitudes and lifestyle a 
generation it does not under- 
stand. 

Ibe story has inspired a i 
glut of articLefl tn fee posh ' 
pa^ierswrittenbyandforcon- ■ 
fiised permits. Meanwhile the j 
tabktids have hijacked fee * 
case to use sickly sentiment 
to bolster a renewed call to 
arms for fee “war on drugs”. 

The politicians don’t seem 
to want to know about drugs, 
ttiere^ fUrfber alienating a 
aipnin^Ti» prcqtortkm of vot- 
ers. Cl^ Short’s comment of 
a few wpnim ago, that it might 
be an Id^ to discuss fee l^al- 
isation of marijuana, -were 
taken as politically dangerous 
and she was effectively 
silenced by her party. Police 
are scared because fee cul- 
ture Is so huge; they tall it a 


'iW 


“craze” In an eStat to trivial- 
ise what is in feet a way cf 
life. 

Mtanwhile, a gaaQ Leeds- 
based rnagamio called Herb 
Garden has found itself on the 
receiving end of a campaign 
by ' the tabloidy Yorkshire 
Evening Post Herb (warden— 
strap Itta “For Boozers, Los- 
ers and Substance Abusers” 
— is a fiirivix^ enterprise 
that att^ts advertising from 
I fee likes of Leri's aito Sony as 
well as dozens of nightclub 
promoters. It is a sD^i^-cha- 
otic but often -witty maearine 
that .satirises drug and club 
culture, while taking as given 
-fee fact feat feousands and 
thousands of people take 
drugs. The Post ran a news 
story headlined “police probe, 
maoziue’s guide to drug-tak-' 
in^. It reftered to a clearly 
satirical future on how to 
take a nasty drug called crys- 
tal mefh. Tbe paper also ran a 
wwnnwmt article, beadlinert 
'Tfiddsn evil of dnig promot- 
ers”. in which it was claimed 
that Herb Garden, print-run 
10,000, was glamorisii^ drug- 
taidng. Their story has led to 
the magazine being with- 
drawn by nervous news- 
agmils around Lee^ 

The editor of tbe magazine. 
David G&l, claims Ms 
project does no more to pro- 
mote drags than coimUess 
ot^ books, advertising cam- 


paigns and. magazines: 
“Di^ are a part cf life: ev- 
aryone's taking them. We Just 
refect what’s going on.” 

Gill also points out that the 
literate public is permitted to 
re«l abom drugs. ’T3o- into 
Waterstones and you've got 
Irvine Welsh books. Hunter 
Thompson, William Bur- 
rouj^. Tfa^re not seen as . 
dangerous, because they're 
retri by educated people. But 
everyone reads magazines.” < 
The implication behind a 
crackdown on- magazines . 
wife a drug content is that it's 
OK for an educated elite to I 
take drags — everyone in fee 
modia knows, Ite: example, I 
-that numbers of London Jour^ | 
Tiaiis te r^ularly tate cocaine 
in fee safety of private dubs 
or homes — but .not the 
Tnaesas They have to be told 
what to do. They're not 
aliov^ information ex' free- 
dom. Keep that in the 
a<^emy. 

AmM fee hysteria, it may 
also be wertb asking our- 
selves -why Ecstasy is illegal. 
It is surely not because of the 
I risk to health: smoking. 

I drinking and countless pre- 
scribed dn^s have been 
associated with thousands 
I and thousands more deaths in 
fee past ftve years than Ec- 
stasy. nin^ ^iffing kQls more 
! kids each year than Ecstasy. 
Could Ecstasy be illegal be- 
cause it makes people think 
far tbezDselves? UnlDte drink, 
which muddles the bead 
(quite apart from leaffing to 
vtoleace. both domestic and 
in the street), Ecstasy helps 
people to look at their sur- 
rouMin^ in a new Ij^t It 
giake«t them question fee role 
in society that they have been 
broQ^t up to play. It encour- 


ages open-mindedness. So do 
one minds that tbe Beatles 
did it or Coleridge, but for 
the lumpenproleteriat it’s a 
diflfereat queettou. 

This Is In harsh contrast to 
fee countzys sanctioned opi- 
ate, fee National Lottery. The 
lottery promotee tbe felse as- 
sumption that all our prob- 
lems can be solved wife a 
huge h^jection of cash. Tbe 
lottery discourages self- 
responsibility. it helps people 
to accept a low quality of life 
because there is always the 
possibility — however remote 
— that they will be rescued. 
Ecstasy and file culture that 
surrounds it. on the contrary, 
promotes the notion feat we 
have it in our power to im- 
prove our lives. Funnily 
enough, the younger genera- 
tkm. pazticulariy tbe E-taking 
element is hostile to the 
lottery. 

UT THE response of 
police and govern- 
ment is to dmnonise 
dealers. Rather than 
a call for a sensible investiga- 
tion into the drug culture, 
recent events have 1^ to a call 
to find the evil men who sup- 
pli^ fills evil pill to Le^ 
Be^ as if that will stop 
everyone from taking drugs. 
All it will do is lead to some 
poor bottmn-of'tbeKdiain lad 
in Essex haring his life de- 
stitQ'ed. 1 have a friend cur- 
rent spending a three-year 
sentence in prison after being 
cai^t by priice in possession 
efabofut 20 Ecstasy tablets. My 
friend was not so different 
from you or me; he was cer- 
teinly harciless, but society’s 
answer is to t^ away his 
fre^om. confidence and dig- 
nity. all at buge expense to 


Bel Littlejohn 

G reat to see Janet 
Street-Porter b.ick 
where she belongs, in 
her very own column at the 
bon ora of page 7 of the Ob- 
server every second week, 
Janet and Bel, Bel ,'ind Janet 
were be»n friends — or frenz. 
in Janet’s lingo — for literaUy 
sev-er^ montlis. ever since we 
appeared togethn* Inst year on 
Gemma Gre^s mould-break- 
ing aU-womnn chatshow. The 
Last Word, on die Beeb. 

I dcai't sunwse .inj*one will 
ever forget the thlni in tlie 
series, least of all moi. That 
was the one where halftvay 
through a sentence I broke 
down and just sobbed and 
sobbed and sobbed and 
sobbed. The subject under dis- 
cussion was the place of 
women ui our society, and I 
had just been telling Gemma 
and Janet and the others how 
I know that our Shadow Home 
Secretary- Jack Straw', is a 
guy who really understands 
xromen. who really knows 
what concerns us. “He may 
seem just like any other 
happv'-aolurky kindn guy." 1 
said. “But he's earing and he's 
gentle ,'uid when he puts those 
great big Jacky arms around 
you. he makes y-nu thtnk 
you're the only girl in the-the- 
the . . . I’m sorry, oh my' god. I 
can’t go on." 

It was Janet who came to 
my rescue. We've been “best 
frenz" ever since. ’'Anyone 
here been to the new* Damien 
Hirst show at the Serpen- 
tine?” she saxl. changing tlie 
subieet as I took ten deep 
breaths. “Ctos it's really TA'TB. 
by which I mean IVulv .Amaz- 
ing and Totally Brill. Now 
there's a gui’ who really docs 
understand what women are 
feeling in the second half of 
the 20th centun'- I tell you. 
he’s right up there witli the 
late Kurt Cobain.” 
rU admit it I'd never seen 
Damien’s stuff before. Of 
course. I'm an art collector — 
I've eren got fee original art- 
woric for the album cover of 
Close re The Ed^ by Yes BIu- 
Tacked to my living-area wall 
~ but to me Damien Hirst was 
only a name, though obvi- 
ously I know he'd been a rac- 
ing^rer. 

But after the show was o\'er, 
Janet ga me over to me. First 
she said how she used to know 
Jack when he pki>'ed casta- 
nets with Hawkwind .ind she 
knew escaeUy how 1 felt. 111011 
she asked why didn’t I come 
along to see. the Damien Hirst 
Show with her the next day. 
“It's TMBX,’’ she said, "by 
which 1 mean TVuly Mind- 
Blowing." 

“But what about tbe ‘X?” I 
said. 

“I Just put that in fbr effect" 


she replivd. On arrival at tlw 
Serpentuie, I fouml my mind 
well .-md truly blown. Damien 
creates haunting images y’uu 
just can't forget What'll We 
Do Once It's Oi'er? is an up- 
turned turtle, its legs still 
wriggling. Maybe Got .A Bite 
To Eat. is a ping-pong ball 
resting in the mouth of a gold- 
fish, and Or Just Co Straight 
Home And Watch TV IT S'ou'd 
Rather is a sofa cut in two, 
making a couple of very 
; reasonably-sized armchairs 
I with one arm each. 

I Inter. 1 went round to Ja- 
I net's for dinner with Damien. 

I It was raw ox-hoad with 
I tongue. "Wil] you carve?” she 
j ask^ and Damien got out h» 

' chain-saw, but I just had the 
I fur, being a paid-up 
I veg^arian. 

Fbst forward to last Sunday, 
when 1 read in .lanet's bril- 
liantly articulated column 
that Damien was the front- 
runner for the Turner /Vn 
I Prize (“Just fot^t the ceru- 
I niony and giw the guy his 
^ reward, ho brings iicople into 
I the gnlleri' who’d never go 
I otherwise. . .”) 

.A thought suddenli.' struck 
I me. VVhy the hell can't wc ui 
j New Labour utilise Damien’s 
' extr.iordinary talents’' 
Remember how my own 
I brainchild. Red Vl'edge. helped 
carry us oil the way through 
to second place in '92? Well, 

, Damien cmdd help us repeat 
the trick in *96. 

With tins in mind. I raised 
the matter at our bi-weekly 
Round Table New L'lbour 
Media Speakeasy, chaired one 
week b)‘ the Rev Peter Man- 
delson and the next by Joy 
Johnson, as saife* they aren’t 
speaking at the mo. Jack was 
there, and so was John Pres- 
cott, whose jacket sleeve was 
abnlutely drenched on ac- 
count of hte cold. Jack made a 
preliminary' brlefine. m.*iking 
It clear that the Old Labour 
words “the poor" should be 
changed in ml election mate- 
rial to “low achievers”. Tlien 
John called for any bri^t 
ideas for a New Labour k^. 
to replace the highly success- 
ful Rra Rose. I seized the op- 
portuniti'. placing a large plas- 
tic bag in tbe middle of the 
round table. 

I unwrapped the package 
and put a dead rabbit sawn in 
half on the table. Some of the 
blood started seeping its way 
; towards Jack’s Interim Report 
On Child Low Achievers in 
tlie East Midlands. “It’s a 
Damien Hirst.” I said, my 
voice swelling with pride. 
“The two sid^ of tbe dead 
rabbit symbolise the two sides 
of Labour — new and old — 
coming together in a spirit 
optimism. And what’s more. 
Damien has designed rabbit 
neck-ties — two ears apiece — 
to be worn by all the Shadow 
Cabinet in the lead-up to the 
election. In my opinion, the 
bisected dead rabbit will make 
all the right noises to the elec- 
tomte any questions?” 

I could teU their stunned 
silence that Jack and John 
were over the moon. Wear 
your dead rabbit with pride! 
Thanks. Janet; frenz forever. 


you and me, as tax payers. His 
incarceration will achieve 
nofeing. I would go as fer as to 
say that it is immoraL 

If Leah’s death leads to ! 
open debate about drugs, to 
honesty and an awareness of 
the culture, then perhaps it 
will not have been in vain. 
There are hints of hope: Nich- 
olas Saunders. oO-something 
author of a sensible and basi- 
caDy pro-E book. Ecstasy And 
Tbe New Dance Culture, pub- 
lishes the results of his Ec- 
stasy testing programme on 
the Internet The idea is to 
warn people away from con- 
taminated pUls. The Lifeline 
charity in Mancha^, hands 
out advice to clubbers on how 
to minimise fee risks-of tak- 
ing pills. Legal sanctions will 
have no e&^ in preventing 
people from taking drugs. In- 
foimtlon might help to take 
them hi a safer and more 
informed way. But it to per- 
haps the parents and the ^i- 
ticians, who have so reso- 
lutely kept their eyes closed 
to a movement going on rl^t 
under their noses over the 
past couple of years, who 
really ne^ more information. 

It would be nice to predict 
reconciliation, but one sus- 
pects that over fee coming 
months we are going to wit- 
ness a real drugs war. be- 
tween a bemused mainstream 
— afraid anxiously clinging 
on to their Bristol Cream, 
their vativun and their Sun- 
day Express — and an eve^ 
growing group who are laid 
back, detached, self-reliant 
and take drugs for picture. 
There are two nations in the 
country ready for civil war. 
Gme is saying “no”; fee other 
is saying “yta”. 1 know which 
side I’m on. 
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DAMP? 

CURE IT PERMANENTLY 
WITH WALLGUARD 


- A SYSTEM PROVEN IN PRACTICE FOR OVER bO YEARS 

I The Wjllsnard ceramic luhe »y<i<.-in ol 

damp rmnval and prevcnimn hat bM in uw; 
>n aacicni and famous haildlo^s for mani 
^-can. prime example h Westmimier .Mihe} 
■a which the synem wat fim fined in 1112 — 
and tt-as receniie added in by WaJIgujrd. 
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Vun can have the Vallguard ijcicm 
imullcd in jmur home lo cure ritni|> damp iir 
' rqtlacv a convenunnsd damp proof course ihai 
hai (aiJiid. 

Since W'alleaard ic nnnnally Tined ffwn ihe 
riliividc, iiMcfual wall surfaces and deeuraiiom 
need noi be disturbed — aali-ss ihee are 
aliuady hidly affecred. 

Rrick. Stone. Craaiic etc. Whatever 
thickness n( seail wc can di> n. 


Lstd.lurfmrirt'A lUtfiift'kiirn Vfi'rif 

NO M AINTF.NANCE NO MESS NO FUSS 

>\lso ask ahum uur runclensaticsn and iimald csinirul srrs-irc. 

WALLGUARD 
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For hifthcr detsitls or lo arrange for a kuney 

PHONt US FREE ON 0800 508608 

— DO postage required ro: WaOguard .VianchcMcr MibSHB 
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Gvryn A Williams 


The people’s remembrancer 


T he historian Gwyn 

WillTame wbo lUtS 
died aged 70. was 
born in Dowlais 
above Merthyr Tyd- 
fil in die nud-twenties. It was 
then the unen^iloyment black- 
spot in the bla^ hole that was 
interwar South Wales. Yet 
from the 1780s it had been the 
iron-making centre of the 
wwld ami, in 1831, saw a 
working-class iqirismg that, 
as Gwyn never tiled of telling, 
shrank Anglo-Saxon Peterloo 
into tnsigniflcaDce. 

TUs was a Welsh diaiunc- 
tionfisat stood at die heart of 
Gwyn's work a nd, in a sense, 
marked out the twinned de- 
spair and ebunience of his 
whole life. Like Dylan Thomas 
he was the son of the local 
schoohnastor; and like the 
poet, srtiose “ciafi or sullen 
art” he niranari to his 

own historical writing, be 
resolute^ shunned the safe 
haven of ret^iectabiliiv despite 
the later awards of schdar- 
shlps, chairs and prizes. He 
took risks, in style and in 
range, mi ^ lain^ page and 
on die lecture platfbrm. that 
no mme acadmnic sdiolar 
would have dared take. His 
own itTiflg B of hhxiself was ss a 
Fettle’s Remembrancer. 

Gwyn took the folk memo- 
ries and the street commu-- 
nism of his youth, all tinged 
with Welsh nonconformity 
and the drive of a stfoolarship 
b(^. to university at Aberyst- 
w^ and. at 19. into the Brit- 
ish Army and from the N<X^ 
mandy beaches to the ruins of 
Berlin He returned as one of a 
gifted generatian d leftwing 
historians that would trans- 
form Brld^ historiography 
though Gwyn, unlike Edward 
Thompson, whose footsteps 
into Tito's Yugoslavia he fol- 
lowed as a railway labourer 
on his baneymocm, rnaHe his 
early reputation as a medi- 
evalist Medieval- Loodon was 
bis major boc^ in 1963 
but he had signalled the tan- 
dem obsession of his life with 
wireless taOm in I960 on both 
Owen Glendawer's national 
V lebeHion and the emergoice 
of a workingclass movement 





Gwyn Williams . . .twinned despair and ebullience marked out his whole life 


By the time he came to 
write his last bock, Excalibur 
(1995), a lively meditation on 
the Arthurian romance In fact 
and fiction. I susj^ he had 
the pat^tism and 
radicalism he had tried to 
shape into lasting form b^ 
also caught the last bus to 
Avakm. 

In the 1950s he tai^t Wel^ 
history at Aberystwyth. 
There, and at York Oniversity 
which he joined when it 
opened in 1963 and where he 
became pnfessor in 1965. he 


dazzled students with a crack- 
ling magic of wit and learning 
all wrapped in a passionate 
rage that Timdo him emn- 
pletely unrivalled as a univer- 
sity lectorer. 

It led students in the late 
1960s to parade the streets of 
fiiat Yorkshire town with 
badges proclaiming Viva 
Gwyn and We’re All Prctfes- 
sors Of Wdsh Hist^ Now! If 
they were they, like Gwyn. 
were ttny of stature and large 
of heart wlfo beads toiHied ^ 
a white mane of hair y^owed 


by incessant etmiHa of Gan- 
loises. More staid senior col- 
leagues may bave been more 

hlatwhflil rtmfi Ma half ])ut 

Gwyn was in his golden pomp. 
With his studies of 1790s 
Welsh Jacobizdsm and i8S0s 
rebellion stfiL at his core, he 
embraced conoepts ^nd in- 
sights from a wider. Euiopeen 
traditiotL This rented, be- 
tween 1968 and 1976. in books 
oa French sansculottes, on 
Italian ^nTnrminiam and Arrfn- 
nio Gramsci and Spanish 
guerrillas mid Goya. 


All that he took back with 
him to Wales when he became 
professor cf history at Cardiff 
University in 1974. The boi^ 
now pom^ forth •— his mas- 
terpiece. The MertbyT Rising 
in 1978 and Explanations Of 
Trans-Atlantidsm, Welshness 
And Radicalism hi Ibe Search 
For Beulahlasd, and Madoc: 
Ihe Making Of A M]^ both 
in I960. 

Yet it was increasingly a 
Hnift |q h 1 «t own 
life, both profesmoually and 
pezsMially: his marriage to 


W10TOORAPH- CHRIS QREOORY 

Maria, his Spanish sweet- 
heart from Dowlais. who had 
sustained Gwyn and their 
son. Simon, through an often 
turbulent lifestyle, broke 
down In the early I980s under 
the impact of his demanding 
behaviour, and at work the 
orthodoscy of most of his new 
colleagues simply ' did not 
suit 

On top of that by 1979. 
Wales appeared to be both 
more conservative and less de- 
volutionist than seemed bear- 
able. Hte politics veered from 


left sectarianism to extramu- 
ral communism and on to the 
National Left as he called his 
section of the Plaid 'Cymru. 

For a time. Gwyn cracked 
up. And then he put the pieces 
together again by finding, 
after eoriy radrement in isss. 
a new as a ' television 
historian who came through 
the screen at you, as in HT\Ts 
The Dragon Has Two 
Tongues. He also found in 
Colin Thomas a televisiOD di- 
rector of endless skiU and 
sympathy, and in Sian Lloyd a 
partner, fli^ in Cardiff and 
then in west Wales. 

So fortified, be .was given 
the platform, in a succession 
of films in Weim and in 
Rp eiish , to imprint his unique 
blend of pludv. engaged his- 
tory and of charm, alternately 
sardonic and incantatoiy. on 
an audience of millions. He 
was utter^ confident that the 
Welsh locus really was the 
universalist take<ff point he 
had sensed in his Dowlais 
youth. 

The lUstory of the Welsh 
was a Rosetta Stone for the 
history of humanity. But the 
history of Wales was another, 
more contentious, perhaps 
metaphysical matter. When 
Was Wales? he asked yearn- 
ingly in his argumentative 
survey of 1964 and never quite 
could answer. Who was Gwyn 
Aif Williams is a question no 
one with any sensibility of 
what being alive in the 20th 
century in Wales trill evte* 
ne^ to as long as his 
books are there to be read, his 
films made available to watch. 
sinA the memories of those of 
us seared by hfe wondrous 
presence remain there to be 
tappkl. 


MSmHIi 

Calln Thomas wnitoc Profes- 
sor Gwyn Alf Williams came 
late to television but brought 
to it a wit fire and commit- 
ment that made his every ap- 
pearance a memorable one. 

His first series. HTVVChan- 
nel 4’s history of Wales The 
Dragon Has Two Tongues, had 
him arguing out Welsh his- 


tory through 13 episodes with 
veteran broadcaster Wynford 
VaugV vin .*n\onias. It wasn't 
only Welsh viewers who found 
themselves drawn into the 
passionate^' held positions of 
both sides. 

Although rigorous in his 
scrutiny of evidence. Gwyn 
Alf never aspired to detached 
neutrality, he was an unapolo- 
getic Marxist and made his 
position clear in every pro- 
gramme be mode. 

Ris Cradling Up series for 
rhannoi 4 introduced a ftir- 
dier television innovation, a 
presenter who challenged and 
argued with his long dead sub- 
je^. Mudi as be admired 
G^a. Mary WoUstoneeraft 
Sylvia Pankhurst, Saunders 
Lewis, he put nobody on a 
pedes^ 

Aui^ig h he bad left the 
Communist Party because of 
Stalin's hostility to Tito. 
Gwyn Alf hung on to a belief 
that Soviet-style communism 
could rdGma itself. And when 
his BBC2 series Hughesovka 
And The New Russia took him 
to the coal and steel town of 
Donetsk (formerly Hughe- 
sovka) in 1990 and down the 
dilapida^ (3orki pit he felt he 
had to communicate his disil- 
lusion dire^ to his audi- 
ence. “Good God! and this was 
supposed to be a ntirkers' 
state!" 

His foscination with the pro- 
cess of myth-makii^ .nnd its 
cGtnpi^ relationship to his- 
tory M him to ma^ a final 
series far SB^ that ofoeru-ise 
had little connection with his 
social and political concerns 
— Excalibur. The Search For 
Ardiur. He was taken ill dur- 
ing the making of the pro- 
grammes. but sheer will and 
determination enabled him to 
see them through. 

On this as on all the pro- 
grammes he made over the 
past 20 years, he won the 
respect and affection of all 
those he worked with: we 
have lost a brilliant commimi- 
cator and a beloved friend. 


Gwyn A Mlliams. historian and 
socialist bom September 30. 
1925; died November 16. 1995 


Birthdays 


Sr Jeremy Beechsm, chair- 
man. Association of Ntetrc^- 
itan Authorities, 51; Admiral 
Sir Jeremy Black, ftemer 
Commazider-in-Chief. Naval 
Home Command. 63; Danny 
DeVito, actor. 51; Renella 
Fieldli^ actress. 61; Lt-Gen 
Sir Charles GuQirie, Chief of 
the General Ste£ S7; Jermny 
Hanley MP« former Conser- 
vative Party chaixman, SO; 
Colin Hayes, painter. 76; Pro- 
fessor Ajithony King, pse- 
phologist 61; Sir Charles 
Mackerras, conductor, 70; 
Gordon Hotfoot singer and 
son gwrite r, 57; Prci Linford 
Be^ dean. St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital Medical CoUc^ 53: 
Jonathan Ross, broadcaster, 
36: Martin Scmrsese, film di- 
rector, 53; Auberon Wangh, 
columnist editor. Literary 
Review, 56; John Wells, 
writer and actor, SB; Joyce 
Wetfaered, golfer, 94. 


Another Day 

November J7, 1963. New York: 
Auden for dhinar. Loose folds 
of Skin, like an elephant's be- 
hind. Trouser cuffe that hang 
ten inches above flat platy- 
pus-type feet . . . Recalling his 
esunination for United States 
citizenship, he says: ’It didn’t 
loiA too good at first because 1 
admitted I was a writer. When 
I said that the interviewer 
ttrid liis secretary to put down 
“can read.” One question de- 
manded whether I intended to 
kill the Prtoldant and 1 am 

quite certain if I had answered 
“Yes,” no one would have no- 
ticed.' ikor Straoinsky & Rob- 
ert OtVt Dialogues and A 
Diary. Faba", 19^ 


Philip fUmson 


Practising and 
preaching art 


T he ARTIST and scholar 
Philip Rawson, who has 
died aged 71, was a man 
of many enthusiasms whose 
activities extended into virtu- 
ally every field of the visual 
arts. The diversity cf his inter- 
ests was reflected in the verve 
qnd ^thusiasm with triiich 
he communicated concepts, 
often wltii digital precision 
and considerable wit 
He took a wartime Oxford 
course and foen taught him- 
self Sanskrit In the narrow 
sense of the term he was not 
an academic, but he went on 
to London University’s Sdwol 
of Oriental and African Stud- 
ies and wrote his master's 
ttiesls <m the Indian sword, a 
work which remains the prin- 
elide text on die subject 
His subsequent curator- 
ships at the Ashmolean Mu- 
seum in Oxford, and the Gul- 
benkian Museum in Durham, 
also fitted him for the aca- 
demic path. But Rawson was 
not interested hi tiie restric- 
tive confines of such a career, 
indeed when I first met him he 
was hard at work in a studio 
in Hampstead, feshionlng clay 
sculptures. 

The (German art historian 
Kurt Badt now sadly ne- 
glected. mrmreised a strong In- 
fluence on Rawson's thinking. 
1 introduced diem in 1944, and 
it was throi^ Badt that Raw*- 
son became acquainted with 
German Romaziesque sculp- 
ture, notably Schwabian 


wmrk, and with certain con- 
cepts of drawing that surfaced 
in bis writings of the late 
sixties. 

Two more different men one 
could not imagine: Badt was a 
soiitaury isolated thinker with 
vast academic training wbo 
har^ ever gave a public lec- 
ture; Rawson was extrovert 
and expansive, a p^ionate 
teacher and provocative, stim- 
Hinting lecturer who believed 
that no theoretical notion 
should be divorced from 
practice. 

From the 1960s onwards, 
Rawson’s writings concen- 
trated on Indian and South 
E^astern Asian art. but it Is 
likely that his books on the 
concepts and practice of draw- 
ing — published in 1969. 1979 
and 1983 — will remain as key 
works. They were a breath of 
fresh air at the time, replacing 
the standard superficial and 
amabeorish studio of the sub- 
ject then available. 

A lthough Rawson w- 
ated the Tantra exhibi- 
tion of Indian art at the 
Hayward gallery in 19 73 he 
did not participate in the great 
Festival of India exlubition 
nine years later. This was pte*- 
haps because certain key cul- 
tuj^ f^ures in India had been 
(^fended by what they saw as 
an overemphasis on eroti- 
in some of his books and 
publications on Indian art. 
For three years he 'was 



Extrovert and expansive. . . Philip Rawson and Peter 
de Francia'a drawing of him. Brigand of the North 


fenlor tutor In my school at 
the Royal College of Art, hav- 
ing taught fliere previoi^ on 
a part-time basis. It was his 
participation la tutorials that 
proved Invaluable. He pos- 
sessed a great ability to home 
in on the core of a student's 
work and to offer criticism 
that was always constrimtive 
and never condescending. 

Rawson’s interests also ex- 
tended to music. He was a 
student of musical composi- 
tion witii Karl Rankl and ^on 
Wellesz and studied sini^ng 
with Glyndebourne’s vocal di- 
rector Jani Strasser. Thus in 
the forties be was to be fouzri 
singing as a tenor with the 
LdndoD Ensemble Singers, 
and to Durham he <±aired the 
committee bddnd the univer- 
sity’s firat oriental music festi- 
vaL In 1964 be retired to west 
Dorset, where he wrote, 
painted and continued with 

some lawrtiing 

Rawson also had that rarest 
of qualities, a keen eye. One 
day while driving psat a build- 
er's depot he spotted a large 
carving of a he^ amongst the 
debris. He bought it on the 


spot, having recognised it as a 
northern French Gothic 
sculpture. 


l*atT<le 

toen na w sei i w i i t e w Shortly 
bdbre his ' death my feth^ 
received a letter from a ceram- 
ics tutor in South Africa who 
wrote. "Your book Ceramics 
. . . has fulfilled the role of 
mentor to me over tite past 15 
years (ceramic gurus are woe- 
fUUy lacking in this part of the 
worldl)" . 

Philip's very last piece of 
writing WHS an unfinished fet- 
ter d reply; “It does my old 
heart good to realise 1 may 
have been of some service to 
the peoples otyour eoatineaV 
1 am however afraid that you 
bave come on my scene too 
late: as I am mortally 111 I can 
not think of any way in which 
I can be of practii^ help to 
you. I do feel that what I have 
written may unfold possibili- 
ties as yet unexplored . . 


Philip Rewson, artist artd 
teacher, bom January 13, 1924: 
died November 6. 1995 


Peter Hinchliff 


stand against tyranny 


P ETER Hindiliff’s death 
at 66 is a blow to the 
study of church his- 
tory. and not only at Otford. 
His writing reflected convic- 
tioos boro of experience and 
of disUlosiohment with mis- 
takes made, and covered a 
remarkable range of inqui- 
ries. He could cope as happily 
with third century sources as 
with the tanked archives of 
the 19th. Moreover, he was do 
less concerned with the affir- 
mations of feith in the pres- 
ent Qian with problems and 
controversies of the past. 

Born in South Africa and 
educated to Grahamstown be 
came to Oxford after his first 
degr^ and studied at 'Trinity 
(tollege. Back in Grahams- 
town be rose rapidly to be 
imiversity professor and in 
1963 published a riveting his- 
tory of the Anglican Church 
in South Africa. 

The study of South African 
history and the impact on it 
of unsympathetic lawyers at 
Westminster convinced 
Htochiiff that the situation of 
the Churrii of England, im- 
posed by secular government 
was remnsible for exporting 
same of the chaos. In a very 
South African book entitled 
The One-Sided Reciprocity 
(1966) Hinchliff voiced his 
grave reservations about the 
subordinatioo of the Church 
of England to Parliameot 
In South Africa the Angli- 
can Church provided a potent 
critique of apartheid and the 
government at Pretoria, and 
had a role out of all propor- 
tion to its numbers. When 


political leaders express hos- 
tile scorn for bishop they 
are implicitly conceding the 
power of their critical voice. 

Hin chliff had no desire to 
see the Church in South Af- 
rica or England being pietist 
or quiettst acquiescent when 
governments made decisions 
with consequences felt to be 
tyrannical, oppressive or 
even inhuman. Governments 
should sa^'e the interest of 
all the governed, safeguard 
equality before the law aTvi 
defend the independence of 
the judiciary. They should 
use coercive force only when 
the survival of a society is 
threatened. 

In 19S Hinc hliff resigned 
his Grahamstown chair in 
protest against apartheid, 
moved to a post in London 
created by Archbishop 
Michael Ramsey, a nd in 1972 
began 20 years as fellow and 
tutor of Balliol where his 
work -included a volume on 



Peter Rinchllff; rapid rise 


Balliol’s famous Master. Jow- 
ett. Id 1992 he became Regius 
professor of ecclesiastical his- 
tory. At the time of his death 
he bad just completed a biog- 
raphy d Archbishop Freder- 
ick Temple. 

He married Bunty White- 
head in 1955, and had three 
smis and a daughter. 


Henry Chadwick 


Peter Hinchliff, historian, bor 
February 25, 1929; died Oclobe 
17. 1995 


Death Notices 

SiaPHBM. Poacefully ■» Nasolut on i 
I3ih Hovombor. Sir Robert Grohs 
^rtiSRS <M. »adlsr rniMd by 
and Inenda Futwral on uonday a 
November IMS at Goldera QreWi Cren 
loninn.WeM Chapel ai SSOpm Fiooere 
dcn a lictiia il desired to Uver Patlmls St 
p« Group, floyel Free Hupital C 
JH Kenyon 9 Pond Street Hainpalevl Nl 
2PN. 

OOODDEN. AbM Oed ol cancer on 2 
November A wiM woman, a «rise witch, 
Mod, tnend. ehe lived her Ule U the t 
m ^ i»i go penile into that good mgr 
She will be mie»«d by all her inendi S 
would wanr ang omtiora m go to 
Joseph * Hosmee Hackney, where che w 
cared tor onm lowing kindmse 

WWOHT. Alda Nyrae. Ti» funeral 
Mioa wiu take piaea at 11 ooam on t 
NNwemoer ai fbghow Cemeia 

nmtiy end mendi weleoma Out arma « 
OsSS^KK** ***'" Mummy a 

On^Noyember iSm 1995 Zi 

£SSrm^SSLe“^“' .1 

BtUNOY, David. Kdled In El Salvador t; 
wSJmokT '*** Sefnembered every c 

JC»de. _Died m OHiord. 
Nmmber. aged 77 Sadly msaad by I 
Mia Jean, his chiiaren and graiKlchiim 


Jackdaw 



Docu-drama 

IT STARTED with ajAone 
call from a BBC TVdirector. 
Michael Davies, wbo had 
read my antobiogriVitay and 
was about to make a docu- 
mentary series called Barnar- 
do's Chfldren. He wondered 

whether 1 would like to con- 
tribute ... 1 had spent the pre- 
vious five years on radio 
building a mini-showbiz cot- 
tage indus^outof Qieraw 

material of my past The pro- 
gression into TV was just the 

opportunity rd been waiting 
for. Davies . . .sketched out 
the part l would play. Tracing 
my femily and capturing the 
mmerienoe on film was a win- 
ner. Tt couldn’t felL The feet 


that rd long lost interest in 
pursuing relatives rd neva: 
known was irrelevant What 
mattered was to make the 
most impact 1 could on prime- 
time TV. If I pulled it off fur- 
ther work would follow. I 
could escape from the daily 
anxiety of mounting debts . . . 

Michael suggested the 
script required me to walk 
into the hospital where Brian 
(jny brotberl worked . . . What 
I now had to do-was iralk 
through the automatic glass 
entrance ^rs. across a huge 
marble floor and come to a 
halt level with a side spiral 
staircase where my brother 
would eventually appear. 

Ever the professional. I did 
retake after retake for the 
ne.vt two hours. By the time 
the crew was set up for the 
reunion scene I wasn't quite 
sure what was real and what 
was not. What was more im- 
portant, meeting my brother 
for the first time or patting 
the icingon thecakeof the 
film?... 

Then suddenly he was 
there, walking down the 
stairs, a balding overweight 
white man dressed up in a 
smart suit and tie. “Is that 


you. John?" be called out and 
the waiting was over. He 
made as if to offer his hand 

but instead I tenbraced him. 
That’s what 1 mentally 
reheu^ I n'ould do. It 
would fit with the rest of the 
film . . . There were a few 
shared tears, some inconse- 
quential conversation, then, 
taking charge, my brother 
pLiced his arm around ray 
shoulder and said: ‘‘(Tome on. 
let’s go home."I was taken by 
surprise and felt suddenly 
elated. Fd waited all my life 
for the reliefof hearing such 
words. 

Out throu^ the entrance 
hall and five yards down the 
steps my brofoer stopped, 
turned me round, and led me 
back inside the hospitaL 1 Im- 
mediately realised we shared 
one thing in common. We 
both aspired to be actors, and 
1 ike a true professional. 

Brian had acted out his 
script The journey home had 
only lasted for as long as ere 
were in shot. 

John Williams. theBarnardo 
bay “who made the naitoacry’'. 
explains to the Printer’s 

the unreality dTV docu- 
mentary-making 


Touch wood 

ALL OVER Europe, every 
day, people are obeying the 
suptt^tions of the pagans 
and touchingthings toavert 
evil ... In DUon. France, 
women touch the little figure 
of an owl in the rue de le 
Chouette. lifting up their 
children to let them reach 
bird. In Brussels people 
stroke, d little self-con- 
sciously. Cfaestatueoftheme- 
diev^ hero Everard’t Ser- 
claes, just off the Grand’ 
Place. In Prague every seif- 
respectingtourist touches 
the lucky flgureof St John 
Nepomuk on the Charles 
Bridge, now one of the su- 
preme tourist icons of 
Europe, and in Dresden they 
touch toes of the god Bac- 

chus. who is riding what 
looks like an extremely 
drunken donkey outside the 
Town Hall ... The figure of 
the rnythical warrior Cuebu- 
laln in Dublin's General Pool 
Office is rubbed shiny by the 
fingers of passing customers. 
“Sure 1 don’t know his 
name." a woman said to me 
as she joined the queue for 
stamps, having made her 


touch , “but he’s a well- 
lowwn lucky frUow.** 

Pagan Jan Morris In the 
niustrated London Neios 

Cover up 

CONCEAUNG clothes make 
a woman's beauty stand out 
. . .It is tbediffererice between 
the blatant and the suggestive, 
between what is obvious and 
what is mysterious— and 
there is nothing en- 

chanting is a woman thw an 
aura of mystery. I suffered a 
partlculariy extreme form of 
the ench an tment several 
years ago in Sp^ at the 
hands of a Catholic penitent. 
Andlmean “hsuife” quite lit- 
eraZiy, since that’s pretty 
much all I ever saw other. I 
Was in a small town in south- 
ern Spa in during 

Santa, the Easter Holy Week, 
and each night 1 went out to 
v^tch the religious proces- 
sions winding throu^ the uar- 
rowstreete, , .Aspeniteotsgo, 
^ seemed fairly reluctant. 
She sfroiled along the edge of 
toe cro^ taking candies from 
me pocket of her robe and 
banding them to the sraspina 
chikirealknewshe^S " 


woman only from that hand; 

slender, graceftil yo^ . . . 
She pressed a candy into the 
palm of my band, carefully 
folded my fingers over it, and 
sq ueezed. Past the eye sli (s of 
her black hood, I saw astonish- 
ingly beautiful dark irises, the 
soft creases of a smile. Then 
she was gone. Iwatched hour 
her purple robe biliow^ with 
each receding step she took 
over the cobblestones, and 1 
desperately wanted to follow 



Loudon News: touching 


her. But how do you pursue a 

woman in the miebt ofa rell- 
, gious procession? I frantically 
' tried to form Something clever 
' in my limited Spanish — 
“What you doing after the 

Resurrectionr— but it was al- 
rady too late: she had become 
Invisible, just one more 
peaked luioilpassing out my 
life. 

Scott Anderson 's discreet 
tomance/rtmi Vogue 

Bury berries 

WHAT [Delia Smith’s] fbllow- 
• • • is that her recipes 
really worit. So they should, 
don’t you think? After all, it’s 
not as if they 're origtnal. 
Many of tliese recipes are in 
every crappy old cookbook 
that’s ever been published, 
including the one that cazne 
free with your mum's electric 
oven in 1954 and is still In the 
back of the cupboard some- 
where. Braised Steak! Irish 
Stewf Roast Potatoesl M^hed 
Potatoes! Steak and Kidney 
Pudding! Where does she find 
them? How do they do that? 

- EvenDelia’sabltembar- 
rassed about iL When she 
knows it's old hat she puts a 


brave foce on it and calls it 
Traditionat Classical. Luxur 
or Authentic... Her other 
g*^t resource fbrmak^ the 
recipes seem new and znter- 
esting is to adopt some daft 
pew ingredlentand stick it 
into virtually everything . . . 
this time round it's Weeding 
oti^rries. It gets to be like 
the Python rat joke: confit 
cranberries; cranberry 
and orange pie; mincemeat 
With cranberries; cabb^ 
with cranberries: cranberrv- 
itovoured condoms (just 
checking you're still awake)' 
venisonsteaks with cran- 
berry Cumberland sauce; 

oranberr 

books pasedis- 
poses of Delia Smith ^ ^ 

You can e-mail 
^^^^^^^'Suardian.co.uk,: 

Guturdian. 119 Farrine- 
London £CJr2er. 

by Vanessa Harlow 
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Delayed RaiHrack 
sale fears signal 
early nuclear float 

Atomic industry 
rejects timing 


Simon Beatvis^ Cfwte Barrie 
and IMth Harper 


T he Government Is 
poised to rush 
through the privatisa- 
tion of the nuclear in- 
dostiy as early as next April 
for fear that its sell-ttfT of Bail- 
track. the national tra^ au- 
thority, could he hit by seri- 
ous delays. 

But its attempt to tom on 
its bead tiie timetable for the 
last two big sell-o& before the 
nest election has been met by 
an angry rebuff from the 
atomic energy industry 
vhicb is warning that any ac- 
celeration in the nucl^r 

compromise the highly 
sensitive safety work of reli- 
cenring nuclear reactors. 

ifews that the Government 
has asked the industry for ad- 
vice on an earlier sale of Brit- 
ish Energy — the new holding 
company which owns Scot- 
tish Hoelear and tiie more 
modem reactors of Nuclear 
Electric — comes in a confi- 
dential internal document 
seen by the GuardiaxL 
This reveals that advice on 
a spring sell-OEff of nuclear 
reactors was one o( the prior- 
ity tasks set for the industry 
by tbe Department of Trade 
and Industry. 

& is understood that the 
Govemmsnt also asked the 
nuclear industry for views on 
delaying its £3 billion flota- 
tion until October, a mdve 
v^cb would also leave June 
free fbr a sale (f Raittrack. 
These two sales are among 


the most fraught privatisa- 
tions undertaken. Attempts to 
reverse their order were seen 
last night by critics as fresh 
evidence of government ibar 
that the Rail track sell-aff is 
running late. 

Brian Wilson, Labour 
transport spokesman, con- 
demned the ]dai) to truncate 
preparations for the nuclear 
sell-off as **dangerous and ir- 
responsible**. TledglDg frmt 
Labour would step up its cam- 
paign to stop the sate, he 
said; ‘This co^rms just 
what deep trouble the Gov- 
ernment is hinting with the 
Bail track sell-off** Mr Wilson 
said Labour would hi g hli g ht 
for invtttors “the fblly of any 
involvement*' in . tbe 
privatisations. 

June has been tbe desig- 
nated month for. the nuclear 
sell-off since earlier t^ year 
when the then trade and In- 
dus^ secretaiy, Mlctufel ^ 
seltine. published a white 
paper on nuclear power that 
.revealed frash determination 
to push ahead with a sale de- 
spite earlier reservations. 

The £2 billion sale cf Rail- 
track has been pencilled in 
for April or May but there 
have been a growing nondier 
of indtetloas that Ministes 
believe the timetable now 
looks UgUy unrealistic. 

Strategists hi tbe nuclear 
industry are believed to have 
submitted papers to the DTI 
arguing that brin^g the sale 
fonFard to late April os tbe 
first week in May would leave 
insufficient leeway should 
there be any dday in the rell- 


PowerGen lifts 
payout by 30pc 


Chris Barrie 


I NVESTORS in PowerGen 
were rewarded yesterday 
with a 30 per cent rise in 
dividend payments as the 
electricHy generator unveUed 
a £450 millicm deal to dispose 
(f two elderly powerstations. 

PowerGen shares ended the 
day 13p higher at 56^ as the 
company turned in half-year 
profits IS per cent up at £133 
million on turnover £1.104 
biBlon. The compe^ is pay- 
ing investors a dividend of 
6.^ a share. 

The company is to lease its 
coal-fired power stations at 
Hig tr Mamham in Notting- 
hamshire and Drakelow C in 
StaiTordshire to Eastern 
Group, the regional electric^ 
ity company bought by the 
oon^omerate Hanson for £2.5 
billion. 

The deal follows tbe insis- 
tence of the industry regula- 
tor, Professor Stephen Uttle- 
child, that PowerGen and its 
larger riv^. National Power, 
dispose of 2.000MW and 
4.000MW respectively of gen- 
erating plant to boost compe- 
tition. 

PowerGen chiiff executive 
Ed Wallis said Professor Little- 
child had yet to give his bless- 
ing to the d^. Howevo*. cffi* 
cials from his office had been 
kept infbrmed at every stage of 
tbe transaction. The company 
expected its market share to 
fall to 19 per cent from 22.3 per 
cent once the transaction was 
complete and competing plant, 
wasonstream. 

Eastern is to take a 99-year 
lease on foe two sites, taking 


control of bidding into foe 
electricity pool In return. 
Eastern receives two streams 
of payments over eight years. 

Tbe first stream, worth just 
under half foe £450mlIUoa 
total, is interest-linked and 
equivalent to a lump sum. 
Eastern said. The second 
stream relates to foe output of 
tbe tivo stations. PoweiGen ex- 
ecutives insisted that tbe deal 
had gone far eno^ to meet 
foe group's (Agective of secur- 
ing an up-front payment 

Mr Wallis said PowerGen 
was prepared to dispose of the 
stakes in electricity genera- 
tion held by Midlands Elec- 
trieity should his company's 
£1.95 billion offer for the 
r^onal electricity company 
succeed. 

Alfoot^ foe leasing deal 
with l^stem will cut foe 
group's market share by 2 
cent at a stroke, foe acquisi- 
tion of Midlands' generating 
interests would come dose to 
oCfeet^g this drop. Mr Wallis 
suggested that Professor Lltt- 
leduld should not be con- 
cerned because Midlands 
could not wield influence over 
electricity pool prices — foe 
reason for ordering PowerGen 
wd National Power to sell foe 
6.000MW of plant 

PowerGen said it was likely 
to enfer foe retail gas maricet 
through Midlands. Electricity, 
should the bid succeed and 
once it had restructured its 
gas Interests. 

PowerGen now holds accep- 
tances from Midlands share- 
holders for Its. offer amount- 
ing to over 50 per cent of the 
shares, and owns directly an: 
other 21 percent; 


censing of xeactors fay tile Nu- 
/»iaar Installations Inspector- 
ate. Under current pla^ the 
NH relicensing programme is 
due to be completed at the end 
of March. >Ql licences fbr 
reactors have to be re-written 
if there is a change of owner- 

ftr TiwHiagema w* 

The uodear Industry Is de- 
tenulned to bang on to Its 
June slot for tkiatioa, woi> 
ried that it could be unfonv 
wiined by p e r ceptions tiiat foe 
licensing programme had 
been rushed. Equally, execu- 
tives feel that any dippage 
would leave the sell-off vul- 
nerable bringing it closer 
to a general election. 

The DTT said last ni^t that 
foe nuclear sale **remamed 


on course for the summer**. It 

to 

Tbe Government plans to 
privatise Nuclear Electrle^a 
advanced gas cooled reactors 
and its most modem station, 
Sisewen B in Suffolk, as well 
as Scottish Nuclear’s two 
AGR stations. The privatised 
stations will be brought 
under foe control of a new 
holding company called Brit- 
ish Energy. 

The industry’s older Mag- 
nox reactors and their associ- 
ated multi-billion pound 
liabilities are to be kept in tile 
public sector. But the huge 
restructuring of the Indns^ 
wmanfi that kQ Stations — in- 
duding foe Magnmeat — have 
to be relicensed fay the NIL 

News of the Government's 
uncertainty «rmp as the Rngi- 
uecii ng Employeia Federa- 
tion issued its toughest warn- 
ing yet on titf da^ge being 
caused to rail coznpouiles by 
the uncertainty ova: tail pri- 
vatisation. Tte EEF said yes- 
terday that suppliers irere 
suffering a serious loss cf 
orders and skills, leaving foe 
industry ill-plai^ to meet 
any upturn in demand ahead. 


Swalec chiefs 
plan to hold out 
against Welsh 
Water bidders 


Chris Bfrie 


A HOSTZLB bid for South 
Wales Electricity loomed 
last Tiight after its directors 
indicated that tiiey wmw plan- 
ning to take a tough stance in 
merger talks with Welsh 
Water today. 

Executives and Qieir advi- 
sers &xnn foe two omnpante 
are due to meet at tbe London 
offices of bankers Rothschilds 


to discuss the merger advo- 
cated by Welsh Water. 

The water company has not 
ruled out a hostile bid if its 
approach is rebuffed. 

But Andrew Walker, group 
chief executive of Swalec. 
said analysis of ttie electricity 
company’s operations and 
those Welsh Water sug- 
gested that only £11.2 million 
in oo^ savings could be ex- 
tracted from a merger. 
Achieving these savings 
would cost £11.6 mfoi™ 

Mr Walker indicated that 
foese “small numbers" left 
foe Swalec boaiti sceptical 
about the benefits of a merger 
when considered against foe 
cost-cutting programme al- 
ready under way at tbe power 
firm. 

He said Swalec was half- 
way to achieving its ta^et «f 
cutting costs by £45 
Ihim a cost base of £120 mil- 
lion ^ even though the target 
is not due to be met until tbe 
year 2000. 

He suggested that there was 
litUe potential synergy be- 
tween an electricity company 
running oveiiiead cables and 
a water ccanpany running 
undeiground pipes. 


Lord Young promises to quit on his 65th birthday 


Usa Bu ckinghaiW 


L ord Young, who has 
chaired the telecommuni- 
cations group Cable & Wira- 
less for the past five years, 
yesterday sought to quash 
Cit)' discontent with the com- 
pany's leadership and strat- 
egy by promising to stand 
down in 15 months’ time. 

He said he was announcing 
hl.4 Intention to go on his 65fo 


birthday “in order to end foe 
recent ill-informed and desta- 
bilising oomment". 

The announcement coin- 
cided with better-than-ex- 
pected interim profits of 
£515 million, against £567 mil- 
lion, although this year's fl» 
ure benefits from a oneGff 
£199 million profit on the sale 
of C&Ws stake in Mannes- 
mann MobilfUhk. Shares rose 
3pt0 426p. 

Tbe c^utation of C&W*s 


TOURIST RATES — BANK SEI.LS 
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top management has come 
under renewed scrutiny 
foUowing the sudden resigna- 
tion two moDfhs ago tf Dun- 
can Lewis, (foief executive of 
the group’s MmTXiry Conunu- 
nitmtiems subsidiary. 

Those worries have been 
reOected among institutionaT 
shareholders, many of whom 
have been persuaded that foe 
group ■— which is structured 
as a federation of ventures — 
is wc^ moip if dianembered 
to release assets. 

But the company's chitf ex- 
ecutive, James Ross, said yes- 
terday that a demeiger would 
not release tbe value which 
bad been suggested in foe 
City and he endorsed the logifi 
and financial benefits of 
C&W*s federation structure. 



THE PRINCE of Wales was 
In Germany yesterday, 
being given a preview of a 
£1.1 billion investment 
which wiU bring 1,800 jobs 
to the North-east of Eng- 
land. 

Prince Charles was 
shown, a model of the Sie- 


meos microchip plant, to be 
built oa Tyneside by Peter 
von Siemens, a direct de- 
scendant of tbe founder of 
tbe electronic and electri- 
cal engineering firm, Sie- 
mens- 

Mr von Siemens said the 
company's links with the 


tJK stretched hack for more 
than 150 years. 

Britain is one of Siemens 
three most important 
research and devetopment 
sites outside Germany, 
based around tbe research 
facilities at Roke Manor. 

PHOTOORAFtt OWT0I ENDUCHER 


Guinness bill tops £3m 


Lion’s share of 
money goes to 
lawyers, reports 
Dan Atkinson 


Serious Fraud 
fice's bill for its seven- 
year involveicant in foe 
marathon Guinness affair has 
topped £3 minion, the Guard- 
ian has leuiwd, wlfo the Uon's 
share goiz^ in counsel's fees. 

Since 1^1 alone, lawyers’ 
time has eaten up £1.9 mil- 
lion, and the cost ot the cur- 
rent appeal by the original 
four Guinness defendants has 
alrudy toteUed &i35-9f3. 

Meanwhile, tbe await- 
ing tbe Court of Aiq»al’s rul- 
ing on Guxnness. has made it 
clear it is determined to fight 
hard all efforts by foe defen- 
daxrts — Ernest Saunders, for- 
mer Guinness chieL Gerald 
RonsoQ, the property tycoon, 
Anthony Pmmea, a former 
stockbroker, and flnsncier 
Jack Lyons — to overturn 
their 1990 oouviettons. 

Should the appeal court, ex- 
pected to announce its deci- 
skm within tbe next seven 
da^, find against the Crown, 
it is un^ytcod foe SFO 


“would wish to consider our 
position". A counterappeal 
by tbe SFO to tbe House of 
Lords would be possible only 
on a point of law. . 

"ITjhere are important 
issues at stake.” said a 
source, who stressed the 
agency's determination to de- 
foe 1990 convictions was 
based on its belief that it had 
acted entirely properly 
throughout its conduct of the 
prosecution. It rejects sugges: 
tions from tbe defence camp 
that it had taken part is a so- 
called conspiracy to convict 

What the ap^ants have 





called collusion among \'ari- 
ous Crown agencies, the SFO 
describes as straightforward 
coKiperation. 

Latest figures give the 
SFO’s total Guinness costs as 
S2.371JM3 but, as la^'ers* 
.time was not included in the 
data until 1991. the frill bill is 
likely to top S3 million. 

The costs of the appeal for 
the year 1994>'95 were £104.151 
with a further £331.818 
clocked up since April. Of the 
total, counsel's fees account 
for £318,297, 

Mr Saunders and his fellow 
defendants appealed against 
bofo conviction and sentence 
in 1991. The court adjusted 
sentences and threw out one 
conviction, against Mr Saun- 
ders. but rejected tbe thrust of 
tile appeal 

But in December last year, 
tbe case was referred back to 
foe court because foe Crown 
had felled, during foe 1990 
trial, to disclose to foe de- 
fence the confidential find- 
ings of a City tribunal. 

Id a separate action. Mr 
Saunders has asked tbe Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights 
to rule against the use in hi.4 
trial of evidence acquired 
under compulsion by inspec- 
tors of the Department of 
Trade and Indusby. 


Midland reshuffle will leave 740 jobless 


Patrick Donovan 


N early 2,S00 Midland 
Bank staff face the axe as 
part of a sCrat^c overhaul 
under discussion between 
management and unions. 

*nie Midland, which has yet 
to make any formal an- 
noimcement about planned 
job losses, yesterday con- 
firmed that tbe cuts would be 
phased in next year. 

Threatened redundancies 
come on tt9 of 278 financial 
sector jobs which look set to 
go alter the US Chenica] 
Bank yesterday announced 
the closure of its Cardiff 
banking centre. 

The Midland programne, 
which is known ioiemally as 


District Service Centre Phase 
H. aims to reduce the number 
of bacK-oSlce functions car- 
ried out within foe branch 
network. The work will be 
tran^brred to central serrlce 
centres in Leeds. Hemel 
Hempstead and eight other 
smaller regional offices 
across the country. 

The spokesman said that 
the scheme would involve cre- 
ating 1.740 jobs to hdp 
with the extra administrative 
workio&d. This would leave a 
net loss of 741 jobs, he said. 
He admitted, however, that 
the redundancies for foe ex- 
isting pajrroll could be bigger 
because It was unknown how 
many branch workers losing 
foeir jobs would be able to 
take up alternative posts. 


The shake-up is the latest 
step in a restructuring pro- 
gramme which has already 
reduced foe Midland's work- 
force by 2,000 to 44.000 over 
the past three years. 

Banking unions represeat- 
Ing London workers an- 
nounced plans to protest 
against the job cuts this week- 
end. Richani Lynch, senior 
London organiser for the 
bank staff union Bifu, said: 
'These cutbacks are a disas- 
ter for the staff whose Jobs are 
threatened but they are also 
bad news for other staff and 
for customers. Thte year's 
redundancies have led to mas- 
sive work pressure in the 
branches and to a serious de- 
terioration in service to cus- 
tomers.” 


Hoteboofc 
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Wind now blows 
towards rate cut 


never get off the ground. 
Issues ranging from en- 
trenched rix-alries to anu. 
trust rules block such plans 
Nonetheless. Al might well 
feel it should consider such n 
possibility. ATs own struc- 
ture is a curious one. .^t the 
operating le\-el It is a consor- 
tium cf France's Aerospa- 
tiale. British Aerospace. 
Spam’s CASA and Germany's 
Iteimler-Benz Aerospnev. Le- 
gal^, it is a groupoment ii‘m- 
terri economique — n louse 
structure which allows the 
partners to share tbe profits 
and losses, but docs not allow 
AI any capital of its own. 

Such an arrangemeni w.*is 
convenient in the past, but 
new ch.Tllenges have 
emerged. Manufacturers 
ofien have to help finance the 
sales of their aircraft through 
leasing deals. The big growth 
area for Airbus and its rivals 
is foe Far East where orders 
may hfoge on how much off- 
set work is available through 
local partners. 

Meeting such challenges 
might be met by turning AI 
into a self-standing company, 
facilitating joint ventures and 
capital raising. Time, per- 
ha^, to let AI Oy the nest 
without waiting for the 
Americans. 


T he mood on the money 
maricets is shifting. After 
the stunningly good in- 
flation figures for October 
there may soon be room for a 
reduction in base rates. The 
short Sterling contract, which 
is closely watched by 
.Tficionados. is signalling a 
quarter-point cut in rates 
from the present 6.75 per cent 
However, with the undertylng 
rate of inflation (excluding 
mortg^ interest payments) 
falling 0.3 per cent to 2^ per 
cent — a dMision on reducing 
base rates is still uncertain. 

Strictly speaking, the Bank 
of England's respoosihility is. 
like that of other central 
banks, to meet the monetary/ 
Inflation tar^. Given that 
foe authorities can never be 
expected to hit the middle of 
tbe target, but will fluctuate 
around the central 2.5 per 
cent figure, they must con- 
sider foeroseh'es not far off 
foe mark. 

And although there are one 
or two worrying straws in the 
wind, like the prospective two 
year Ford settlement at well 
above average earnings, the 
Bank could eventually see 
that foe balance of risks has 
changed. 

It is, nevertbeless, very dif- 
ficult for any central bank to 
ignore the fiscal context in 
which it operates, even 
though It has i» direct res- 
ponsibility for budgetary mat- 
ters. Alan Greenspan's Con- 
gressional testimony Is 
always laced with warnings 
on foe US deficit 
Similarly, the Bank in 
the period before tbe Budget 
— might also be cautious 
about acting precipitately. 
Tbe effective value of the 
pound, against the currencies 
of ^ 1^*5 most important 
trading partners, is weak. 
Ttiere are deep-seated con- 
cerns about foe Budget and 
UK politics which are likely 
to keep it that way despite 
PSBR improvements. 

Moreover, the memory of 
1987-88 — when interest rate 
reductions were heaped on 
top of ta.x cuts — still haunts 
policymakers. 


Plane making 

A irbus Industrie. 

Europe's aero-indusby 
champion, has grown 
Rccustomed to slu^ing it out 
in a three-way battle irith the 
US giants Boeing and McDon- 
nell Douglas. Despite set- 
backs. like nussing out tUs 
week on tbe Singapore Alr^ 
lines order, it does pretty 
well too. 

However, the game may be 
.Tbout to change. The US duo 
are reported to be contemplat- 
ing either a full-blown merger 
or an asset swap. This would 
have a radical impact on foe 
industry. 

Of course, a Boelng/Mo- 
Donnell Douglas link-up may 


BCCI payout 
nearer after 
court ruling 


Dan Atkinson 


B ritish victims of the 
$10 billion collapse of 
Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce btemAtional came 
closer to the end of their 
four-year wait for compen- 
sation alter a court ruling 
in Lnxembouig yesterday. 

Former BCQ exeentives 
withdrew their long-stand- 
ing opposition to the pay- 
out. removing the last ba^ 
rier to refunds totalling as 
much as 40p in tbe pound. 

The government of Abn 
DhaM. chief shareholder in 
,BCC1 at the time of its clo- 
sure by worldwide regnla- 
tory action in July 1991, 
has offered Sl.8 billion 
compensation. Approval 
from tbe court in Luxem- 
bourg — needed because 
this was the boine olS one of 
BCCTs main units — has 
been delayed by appeals. 

Liquidators should now 
be able to make initial pay- 
ments of 30p in the pound. 
There are tbon^t to be 
about 15,000 creditors in 
the ITS and l mSlUon 
aronnd the world. 


Young’s switch 

L ord Voiuig earned his 
place in Margaret 
Thatcher's he.Trt. by 
bringing her solutions not 
problems. He has. howeTor. 
proved less adept in the world 
of business. 

The announcement that he 
plans to step dou-n in 15 
months hardly hands the Cit)' 
the solution at Cable & Wire- 
less it was seeking. The group 
has been looking light at the 
helm for some time and even 
Us supporters were shaken 
with the recent departure of 
Duncan Lewis; the chief exec- 
utive of its Mercury subsid- 
iary. Despite the blather 
about Mr Lewis leaving "for 
personal reasons" few in the 
City believed iL Particularl}i’ 
when it became quite clear 
that Mr Lewis had refused to 
join the board because he was 
so unhappy about the top 
management and its alleged 
ladt of strategy, 

C&W has foiled to convince 
the City that its grand idea of 
a federation of companies and 
alliances scattered around the 
worid is, or can be made, 
more valuable than some- 
thing altogether more fo- 
cused. 

The statement by chief ex- 
ecutive James Ross that run- 
ning foe business under the 
federation structure added 
£40 million to first-half profits 
and improved cashflow b>' 
£50 million in tbe same period 
is clearly usefol. It amounts 
to about 7 per cent of profits 
and 6 per cent of operating 
cashflow. But for a group 
which some anal}*sts reckon 
would be worth probably half 
as much again if its constitu- 
ent parts were auctioned off. 
the figures are cold comfort. 

The feet that the executive 
chairmanship will become va- 
cant in early 1997 should 
focus the minds of the C&W 
board on the need to provide 
a more convincing corporate 
stewardship. But investors 
may be unhappy* about the 
wait. 


Pensions ‘too 
low’ to fund 
long-term care 


Margaret Hughes 
PersonM FInanee Efitor 


H opes that the* Govern- 
ment could dig itself out 
of the long-term care crisis by 
tapping pensions were dash^ 
yesterfoqr by the National 
Association of Pension 
Funds. 

In a discussion paper, the 
NAPF, which represents 
nfejor company pensitm pro- 
viders. argUK that the prob- 
lem cannot be funded from 
pension assets. This is be- 
cause only half the workforce 
are members of company 
schemes and. of those who 
are, the vast majority of those 
close to retiring do not have 
enough in foeir pensions to 
finance long-term care. 

The NAPF proposes a relax- 
ation of Inland Revenue rute 
and limits to allow Insurance 
companies to run a new sav- 
ings vehicle in parallel with 
pensions. To encourage peo- 
ple to save, foe Government 
should adopt the US system, 
where some states pick up the 
tab once foe first three years 
care have been fmanc^ by 
Insurance policies. 


I 


I 





12 FINANCE AND EC ONOMICS 

Weakness 
gives Clarke 
chance to 
save Tories 


The Guartiiaii Friday November 17 1995 

. ■' ■■ ? 


Lany Elliott considers luck, greed 
and the Chancellor's Budget options 
given the state of the economy 


N apoleon always 
used to say that he 
liked his generals to 
be lucky, and they 
don't come any luckier than 
Kenneth Claxte. At a time 
when some of his back* 
benchers might be tempted to 
start calling for his head, the 
Chancellor now has the op- 
portunity over the nest 
mcmth or so to give the Con< 
servatives a fighHng chance 
in the next election. 

Indeed, if Mr Clarke makes 
the right dioices — primarily 
giving a loosen^ of mone- 
tary policy priority over huge 
tax cuts — there could be a 
case for Mr Major pencilling 
in a polling day for next sum- 
mer or autumn. It will, of 
course, be the least-bad 
tion. but you can't expect 
much else when you're 30 
jMints behind In the polls and 
time is running out 
Ironically, much of Mr 
Clarke's good fortune stems 
from the weakness of the 
economy. Freed from worries 
about Inflation and with the 
Confederation of British lit 
dustiy. the Institute of Direc- 
tons. the British Chambers of 


Commerce and the British 
Retail Consortium all con- 
cerned about waning demand, 
the Chancellor is not boxed 
in. He can provide a fiscal and 
a monetary boost which wiU 
ensure that the economy 
starts to pick up during fbe 
course of 1996. 

The only danger is that Mr 
Clarke gets too greedy, and 
ridss an orgy of tax cutting on 
Novemb^ 28 that unsettles 
the markets. Steding’s recent 
weakness stems from the 
Cily's fears that government 
survival will take preradence i 
over the repair job on the j 
public finances which has 
been under way for the past 
three years. 

Ideally, the Chancellor 
should be aiming for a Budget 
package that gamers effhslve 
headlines ikvm what remains 
of the right-wii^ press for its I 
generosity to laps^ CcmseF- 
vatives while appearing 
tough enou^ to win the plau- 
dits of the maikets and hence 
lower interest rates. 

If he gets it right the houa- 
market and consumer 
spending should respond to 
tax cuts and lower interest 


News in brief 


L&G policyholders 


share £ 1 60 m bonus 


POLICYBOIDERS of L^al & General are to share' a £160 mil- 
lion pay-out The ^up. oneoTthe UETsb^gestlife insurers, 
win also increase its shareholder transfer by about 30 per cent 
(£115 nUUion). allowinglt to increase its dividend payment The 
bonus will go to with-proflt policyholders whose policies allow 
them to share in any increase in value of tile life fond. 

LftG has built a surplus in Its life fond — tiie cash it uses to 
back policies — which belongs to policyholders and shardiold- 
ers. The assets of its with-profits business now stand at 
£13,2 billion and L&G says this “substantially exceeds the 
amount required to iheet all expected future bonuses". 

News of the shar»«ut pushed the group's shares 3.4 per 
centto66^. — TonyMcty 


UB empties US larder 


UNITED Biscuits took a fortho: step in its retreat fiom the US 
market yesterday when it sold ttie firaeeafoods part of its Keeblv 
divisioa for $86 million to Texas-based yfindsor Fbod. It also said 
it would dK«tiy announce the sale of the loss-making Zestnsahy 

snacks <^)srations. the only remaining Eeebler unit yet to be sold, 
at less than asset value. UB decided to pull out of the US after 
taking a battering from larger rivals. — Tbnydfoy 


Capital turns up sales volume 


THE increase in radio advertising was undetiined yestKday 
when Capital Radia the larg^ omnmercial company in the 
sector, reported a 48 per cent increase in pttdits to £26.5 miQioa 
for the year to Septembn:. The group also received a one-off 
£13.4 million for the sale of its minority stake in Metro Radio. The 
company said thoie had been particularly strong growtii in 
demand from national advertisers as well as sponsorship and 
promotions. 

The results follow figures from the Radio Advertising Bureau 
showing that advertising sales grew by neariy 23 percent in the 
summer quarter, lifting the mo^Cing annual total to £25A6 million- 
— 88 per cent up on three y«ura ago. 

ra pifeii, whi(^ Increased its dividend by 4i per c»itto I0.25p 
and said its new financial year started strongly, is exploring 
expansion onxirtimitles overseas as well as in the multimedia 
market ^L&tBuckitgfuun 


Report backs green taxes 

MORE could be done to attack pollution throu^ “green” taxes, 

according to reseat by the Institute for Fiscal Studies. St^)hen 
Smith, IFS d^iufy director, concluded thattaxesandothermar- 
ket incentives could achieve environmental objectives on water. 

waste, teieiKyand transport more cheaply than the adminlstr a-. 
tive and regulatory approadi that has SO far been used. 

&italn has begun to move towards this approadi with the 
landfill tax, details of which will be announced in the Budget and 
wi ti» taxatio n of diesel and petrol — Rojggr Owe 


Grid profits face scrutiny 

IHICX controls planned for the National Grid may be based on 
profits or a slidi^ scale — as fevouxcd hy the Labour Party- 
involving prices, profits and dividends, the power industry 

watchdog indicated yesterday. Professor Stephen Llttiechild said 

he would consider adopting these methods as part cf the price 
caps to take ^bct from Ap^ 1997 and to be announced n^ year. 
Openh^ a formal consultetkm period, Prof Littlechild said he 
would also consider tiie structure of the Grid's charges, the 

^pi piiratinns foT investment in the transmission system, (gierat- 
ing costs and capital expaiditure. — Chris Barrie 
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Uncertain sale .... Laura Ashley’s windows in London’s Covent Gerdm testify to weak consumer <iaiwa«<i 


PHOTOGRAPH: HMNK MARTIN 


rates, while exports receive a 
boost from a competitive ex- 
change rate. On tiie other 
hand, if he gets it wrong, elec- 
toral armaigeddon looms. A 
b^ cut in taxes nullified by 
higher interest rates needed 
to bait a run on the pound 
would be electoral suicide. 

It would also be extremely 
bad news for tiie ecmomy. 
which is cryii^ out for a cut 
in interest rates. Yesterday's 
inflation figures confirm the 
economy is test running out 
of steam. Big jaice cuts in 
shops are not the si^ of 
bomning tradii^ conditions; 
rather demonstrate a 

weakness in consumer -de- 
mand that is rippling back to 
manufacturers. 

Awareness of what has 
been going on has been ob- 
scured by the national para- 
noia about inflation. The 


Labour partjr's reqionse to say that the “figures are gtiu Labour's view has been 
yesttfday's spectacular fall in running above the Chancel- shared by the City coosenus 
inflation and tiie better-than- lor’s tatgets, and cast senous for much of the year but 
ea^kected Public Sector. B ot: doubts over whether, these .money . market rates are al- 
rowi^ Requirement was to targets will be met". ready aagnming a quarter- 
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point reduction in base rates, 
and over the next few montiis 
we are likely to hear far more 
about the economy perform- 
ing below potential, than 
about capacity constraints. 

The growth rate of 4 per 
cent in 1994 — remarkable in 
British terms — has been 
halved to an annual rate of 2 
per cent over the last quarter. 

The slowdown has fed 
through into the labour mar- 
ket where the quite substan- 
tial falls of 40-50,000 in the 
official figures at the end of 
last year have steadily dimin- 
ished in 19^. In October, the 
jobless total actually rose 
aiid, although the increase of 
200 may well be.revised away, 
the trend is plain. 

Tlie Bank (^England is still 
convinced that inflation ex- 
cluding mortgage Interest 
payments: currently 2.9 per 


cent will be be above the tar- 
get of 2.5 per cent in two years 
time. But having consistentiy 
overestimated inflation for 
three years, the Bank is in no 
position to put up much of a 
fl^t If Mr Clarke comes to 
the condusion, as he should, 
that base rates need to be cut. 

m any case, a growing body 
of economists is starting to 
question whether ^the infla- 
tion tat^t is aint IS cracked 
up to be, particularly since 
the Bank appears to believe 
; that the only way of achie\'ing 
2.5 per cent or less is to keep 
the economy in a state of 
quasi-recession, growing but 
at a rate below its long-term 
average of 2.5 per cent 
As one harsh Cit>’ critic put 
it. “All you need to know 
about the inflation tai^t was 
that it was thought up by Nor- 
man Lamont". 


Rotten timing 
shakes Lloyd’s 


US aircraft builders Boeing and 
McDonnell Douglas ‘talk of link’ 


Outlodk/Pauline 
Springett ponders 
the possible demise 
of the most famous 
insurancemarket 


T he well-oiled Lime 
Street gossip machine 
went into overdrive yes- 
terday. Peter Middleton's 
shock resignation on Wednes- 
day as »4iW executive — to 
join top US investment house 
Salomon Brothers for a 
reported £750,000 a year — 
^wned a rash of tor^ theo- 
ries about his motives. 

A popular view was that Mr 
Middleton had stormed out 
footing a bitter row with 
chairman David Rowland. 
However, Mr Rowland moved 
swiftly to scotch that rumour 
at a meeting of Lloyd's agents, 
^tbou^ sources said he bad 
not hidden his disappoint- 
ment at the timing of his chief 
executive's move. 

Christopher Stockwell, out- 
spoken chairman of the 
Lloyd's Names Associations 
Working Party, suggested Mr 
Middleton had been. disposed 
of. “The skids have been 
under him since Ron Sandler 
was brought in eight months 
ago.” he said, r^irlng to the 
firnn who has taken over as 
chief executive. “Sandler was 
brought in as Rowland’s 
hatet^ man and Peter's been 
looking around ever since.” 

Mr Middleton insisted his 
decision to quit had been vol- 
untary. He bad not uncovered 
a skeleton in the Lloyd's cup- 
board and had not fallen out 
with the market. “I h ad been 
Offered an attractive job 1 
wanted to do, and the devdop- 
ment of Equitas had r^ach^ 
the stage where a first-class 
management team was in 
place,” he said. 

Equitas is the £16billioa 
reinsurance vehicle Lloyd’s is i 
propcKing to set up next year ' 
to take over management of I 
the market's old US asbestos I 
and pollution claims. Names, 
for a premium, will be able to 
reinsure these liabilities into 
Equitas. They should then be 
able to quit Lloyd's. But the 
sums ha\'e proved fiendishly 
complicated. 


Equitas is part of a two- 
pronged attempt to steer 
IJiC^'s away from the brink 
cf insolvteicy in fbe wake of 
the £9 billion losses it man- 
aged to notdi up between 1988 
andl992. 

The otiier prong is the ixo- 
posed £2.8 billion compensa- 
tion offer to loss-stricken 
Names. They would have to 
abandon tiieir fl^ for dam- 
ages throu^ the courts, but 
are arguing the offer needs at 
least another £1 billion. 

bfr MiddletOD could'hardly 
have jumped ship at a more 
enieial moment 'The future of 
Lloyd’s remains in the bal- 
ance, and many Names are 
wuried that Mr Sandier may 
not prove to have the neces- 
sary qualities to carry off the 
rescue. 

Mr Middleton took enor- 
mous pains to woo the rnain 
action group leaders and most 
are now involved in the 
rescue package negotiations. 
But tbay took some convizic- 
ing and tiie wrong noises 
fi’m'Mr Sandler might blow 
the whole process off course. 

He insisted yesterday that 
Equitas was on course and 
that the £2.8 billion offer 
could woA, and said he had 
already been In day-to-day 
charge of the reconstruction 
package. 

I He had been “shocked and 
stunned" by Mr MOddleton’s 
announcement, but Lloyd's 
was “not in major transi- 
tion”. 

Whatever, all Mr Sandler’s 
technical ability may coimt 
for little if he cannot work 
With the Names. 

‘T am not a stranger to the 
' issue and the pacscnialities. 
ahhough.l don't yet have Pe- 
ter’s gra^ and understand- 
ing,” he said. 

while he is sympa- 
thetic to the pli^t gen- 
uinely. financially-stricken 
Names, he added: “One can- 
not totally absolve tham from 
responsibility.” 

And he is detemuned that 
Uoyd's should continue to 
pursue vigorously those 
Names wlQi cash who are 
refusing to pay their losses. 

An insohnsnt Llo^^’s would 
be a disaster, he said, pledg- 
ing he would tackle his task 
“with subtlely and finesse”. 

If Mr Sandler gets' it wrong. 
Lloyd's could fold. 


Mark Tran in New York 


M cDonnell Douglas 
shares soared yester- 
day- amid reports 
that the aircraft builder 
was mcploring the possibil- 
ity of a merger witix its 
competitor. Bo^ng. 

R^resentatives from the 
two companies are siaid to 
have held- secret talks in 
New York. 

A mei^ser betweeaBoeing 
and McDonnell wo'uld dra- 
matically reshape the mar- 
ket for civilian and mili- 
tary planes by creating a 
colossus with a p owerfu l 
presence in both sectors. 

Boeing’s commercial alr^ 
craft brought In $16.8 
billion in revenues last 
year, the Iton’s share of i 
total revenues of $21.9 I 


bfllion. McDonnell makes 
more tbatL.$3 billion fimn 
civlllati planes bcit gists 
most of'lts' revmiiues ^m 
military Mrcraft such as' 
the enormously profitable 
F-15andF/A19. 

Of total revenues of $13.1 
billion last year, military 
sales contributed $7.8 
billion. 

The companiw' combined 
workforce numbers 185,000 
— and a merger could he ex- 
pected to mean etensive-job 


The Pentagon has encour- 
aged consolidatiott in the 
defence industry to main- 
tain the viability of compa- 
nies in the ftu« of shrink^ 
military orders. 

Northrop acquired Grum- 
man and most recently 
Lockheed bought Martin 
Marietta to become Ameri- 


ca’s largest defence con- 
tractor, with ^es of $23 
bilUon. But the Pentagon 
might balk at a combina- 
tion of Boeing and McDon- 
lielL which would tdke de- 
fence mergers Into a new 
dimension. < 

, “I3iis does raise real anti- 
trust issues,’’ said John 
Lehman, former Navy Sec- 
retary, adding that it would 
not get by' the Federal 
Trade Commission very 
easily. 

' There would be anti-trust 
concerns on the civilian 
sideaswelL 

McDonnell is Boeing's 
only domestic competitor 
and a merger might come 
about .on^ if MdDonneU's 
commercial unit, Doi^flas 
Aircraft, can be sold or 
spun off*. 

The two companies could 


avoid anti-trust headaches 
by stopping short of an out- 
right merger. They could 
combine defence or space- 
related businesses, perhaps 
through e sale between the 
companies of selected lines. 

Earlier this year, the two 
companies considered link- 
li^ their helicopter mann- 
facturing operations. 

Boeing first considered a 
merger about a year ago, 
when McDonnell’s share 
price was much lower. But 
recent successes, hududi^ 
a $1 billion order for SO 
MD-95 planes from ValuJet 
Airlines, have boosted the 
company's share price by 
about 80 per cent. 

A deal for Boeing, proba- 
bly in the -form of a share 
swap rather than cash, 
would be more expensive 
now. 
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Asia-Pacific leaders agree to bring down trade barriers 


Kevin Rafferty in Osaka 


M inisters from the is 

countries of the Asia Pa- 
cific Economic Co-operation 
(Apec) forum yesterday 
paper^ over their difference 
and renewed their commit- 
ment to opening their mar- 
kets- They agreed on a plan to 
brng down trade barriers in 
the region which accounts for 
56 per cent of world output 
and 45 per cent of its trade. 

It win go to the formal sum- 
mit of leaders on Sunday for 


approval, though there were 
ominous warnings last night 
that some countries mi^t try 
to take unfair advantage of 
offers of nexibUtty o%"er tiieir 
pet areas for protection. 

The day’s proceedings were 
overshadowed by news about 
one leader edio wasn't in 
Osaka and now won't be com- 
ing. President Bill Clinton, 
who has decided to stay home 
to deal with budget problems, 

Gareth Evans. Australia's 
foreign minister, said: ”On all 
the major issues, the text U 
settled, the major players are 


agreed and we’re on our way 
to im ple mentation of a very 
good pn^ramme." 

US Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said: “I b». 
lieve our senior officials have 
found the right balance be- 
tween a flmtlble, yet credible 
approach for achievic^ oar 
trade and investment liberal- 
isation and economic co-oper 
ation objectives.” 

Full details will not be 
released until tomorrow, but 
the deqj Is \'ery much a multi- 
sided compromise vdiich will 
ensure that trade barriers 


come-down throu^out the 
vast ‘ region but allow 
countries freedom to choose 
their options. 

. “Flexibilitsr" was the buzz- 
word In Osaka last 
Some disagreement was al- 
ready focusing on whether the 
word meant that' some 
countries, unhappy about forc- 
ing tiieir 'farm sectors to com- 
pete on world maitets, could 
bring in amdculhn^ deregula- 
tion fieximy — or whether it 
meant that the whole paf-ieaga 
could be interpreted fle^ly 
enov^ to pick and choose. 
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Rugby Union 


SPORTS NEWS 13 


Fi 3 nk Ksstmii on tho sp 6 Ci 3 l tsJonts of Andre Joubert and Joost van der Westhuizen who face England at Twickenham tomorrow 

Two aces in Springbok hands 


T wickenham win 
be graced tomorrow 
by two playm in flie 
myrtle-green jersey 
already assured by 
rugby’s connoisseurs as be- 
longing in the pantheon oT the 
game's truly compelling 
greats. Andre Joubert is the 
full-back. Joost van der 
Westhuizen the scrum-halt 
Both are audacious orighials 
who have added an extra di- 
mension to the possibilities of 
their- position and, as the pet- 
501 ads say, a super-plus iiv 
gredient It will be a joy to 
watch them. 

''Botti leapt to eminence on 
last year’s short South Africa 
tour of Wales and Scotland, 
where they electrified those 
ancient pad<tiv«ire of St Hel- 
oi's, the Arms Park and 
Murrayfleld. But si n ce that 
announcement of themselves 
to a wider world they have 
.'both, In tandem, not only ce- 
mented these glistening repu- 
tations but polished Qiem 
quite luminously. 

Tliey were both immense 
and crucial influences on die 
hosts winning the World Cup 
in June, where each them 
displayed an uncanny and 
. devilishly dangerous liaison 
with the wing Chester Wil- 
liams down the touchline 
that time and again took the 
breath away. 

Joubert is 31. Van der 
Westhuizen half a dozen 
years younger. Both are ath- 
letic ball-playing naturals. 

Joubert is originally from 
the old Boer War flelds of 
La^mith in northern Natal. 
Cricket was bis passion as a 
boy. He has a d^ree in com- 
merce and is a money-market 
trader in Durban. ”1 suppose 
I'm one of the few rugby play- 
ers these days actually to use 
his degree." he says. 

After the World Cup’s final 
whistle. Van der Westhuizen 
cool^ turned down a £500,000 
signing-on fee from the Aus- 
tralian rugby league teflTn 
Sydney BuUdc^. “There is 
much more to life than 
money," he says, "like realis- 
ing your dreams and playing 
for the Springboks, for 
instance." 

The first sighting of Jou- 
bert and Van der Westhuizen 
had not for them both, been 
too auspicious. That was the 
famous afternoon at the Afri- 
kaners’towering Loftiis Vers- 
veldt shrine the summer be- 
fore last when the crowd was 
rendered pin-drop mute by 
Rnglanri’s back row and Rob 



South Afiican diamonds . . . the World Cup heroes Joubert and Van der Westhuizen in a break dnring training this week photograph- davd srutoe 


Andrew’s, boot to the tone of 
32-15. 

After that Van der Westhni- 
zen was unceremoniously 
dropped by the selectors and 
Joubert. who had seemed to 
gift Andrew with his try ^ in 
fact replays showed he had 
been grieviously ransacked 
and “taken out" by an Eng- 
land forward — was deemed 
esctremely lucky to keep his 
place. 

In the event in the second 
Test a week latk*, Joubert's 
sumptuous tactical nous and 
all-round zip were hi turn in- 
strumental in the rout of Eng- 
land, and his flnrfl coruscat- 
ing try remains one fdr the 
all-tune annals. 

The same museum houses 
the brace Van der Westhuizen 
— at once restored to the side 


under the new coach Ktteh 
Christie — scored a few 
months later to bewilder Scot- 
land and devastate 
Murrayfleld. 

Rugby’s chronicle down its 
century and more has been, to 
say the least patchy until 
recent years. Beftare the log 
began to be writ inddibly. 
were all scrum-halves, before 
say Haydn Tanner, simply lit- 
tle india-rubber Jeepsian 
mudlarks? 

The most celebrated of all 
for pnority of pass probably 
remains flie Anstralhm Ken 
Catcbpole. One could hear the 
whole vast thnxig’s collective 
ga^ the moment Twicken- 
ham first saw — or rather, did 
hot the speed of Catch- 
pole’s hands as he whipped 
die ball to his fly-half that 


afternoon 30 years ago. 

Most contemporary histori- 
ans would put Gareth Ed- 
wards and Nick Fair-Jones 
on the topmost plinth — until, 
that is, Joost van der West- 
huizen came along. His power 
and strei^^ are two things, 
his stupendous pass another. 
He has the spe^ and accel- 
eration. and an eye for the 
gap. of a world-class centre, 
and the pnt-it-abont ocmiph 
and stomach for the battle of 
any ace No. 8. 

Van der Westhulzen’s appe- 
tite and -verve at turning de- 
fence into offence gloriously 
matdi those of his full-back. 
And time and again one 
recalls Joubert’s left-footed 
kicking quite unhinge the op- 
positiou. The vast m^orUy of 
international n^by players 


these days are pretty solenm 
plodders, knowing by rote 
their game’s strategies and 
too easily thrown out (f kilter 
by anything one-off and or^ 
nil by an opposition player, 
or even one of tbeir own 
team., 

JoubcTf s left boot certainly 
worries thp«n It can be one 
heck of a miflish hoofing 
howitzer or he can use it with 
delicacy and subtle craft like 
a poker^ik needle, when he 
comes into the line having 
sniffed a gap. 

If the immortal JPR WiQ- 
Uams. who in a way invented 
modem full-back play once 
file kicking laws were drasti- 
cally changed, remains for 
most the founding tether for 
an art and science as the last 
line, tiiere have been others 


from the top drawer to follow 
him, ^rge Blanco. Biarritz 
and Frimce. for instance.After 
he had set Twickenham alight 
by in^irii^ fiance's volup- 
tuous try in 1991 the great 
man was asked how it came 
about 

He lit another cork-tipped 
cigarette, inhaled deeply and 
shrugged. How could you pos- 
sibly explain what happens 
on a rugby field, he said. 
“C'est simplement le rugby. D. 
est instantanA II est spon- 
tanA n spirituel. H est in- 
stinctif. II est exactement le 
vrai rugby." 

In Afrikaans or English, 
that is exacUy bow Joubert 
and Van der Westhuizen 
would also shruggingly ex- 
plain their talents. True 
greats, to be sure. 


Carling has heart set on 1999 World Cup 


Robert Armstrong 


W ILL CARLING yester- 
day threw out a broad 
hint that be intends 
to remain involved in inter- 
national n^by up to and in- 
duding the 1999 World Cup^ 
Subject to foim and fitness, 
the England captain hopes to 
stay in strong contention both 
as playw and ddpper for an- 
other three or four seasons of 
first-class competition. 

Asked about the prospect of 
his appearing in the 1999 fin- 
als, which will be held in the 
British ^es and France. Car- 
ling replied: "1 certainly 
woddn't rule that out I love 
being captain. I’m enjoying 
my rugby and I would be tell- 
-inga lie if 1 denied that there 


were some very nice 
involved in leading one's 
country.” 

By the time ci the next 
World Cup Carling will be 33, 
the same age as Gavin Has- 
tings when he led Scotland 
through last summer’s World 
Cup in South Africa. The Eng- 
land centre Identlfled sp^ 
and power fitness training, 
with the use of weights, as the 
key factor in sustaining his 
impressive club form with 
Harlequins this season. “1 
have never believed that age 
is a major problem." he sakL 

However, Carling did rule 
out any personal interest in 
the Lions tour to South Africa 
in 1997 and indeed any inters 
national -tour of more than a 
fortnight’s duration. ‘T can: 
not afford to he away for six 


weeks," he said. Despite his 
Engiand commitments Car- 
ling does not plan tobecooma 
foU-tlme professional player. 

He has redefined his task as 
captain to accommodate the 
changes in style and person- 
nel introduced by the Eng- 
land coach Jack RowelL "We 
have lost key members of the 
team in terms of experience 
and brought in some new and 
exciting players.” he said. 
“Fet^e will see that we are 
different to the World Cup 
side — the whole challenge 
for us is to evolve and play 
diSbrenfiy.” 

England would be "heavy 
underdogs” in tomorrow's in- 
ternational against South Af- 
rica. suggested Carling. “Ba- 
sically it's, the start of a new 
cycle for England .and we'd 
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M-P Quill/' (Can). 73 M HsiH |J*pan|; J 
Crgfior L CMoti-yano iThal)- E-J Snutn 
lEngi; O Soohar, R Hatherbigloa L Oavin 
iBigi: P Rizzo (US|: K Poarcs: N Thmi 
iJaoui ' 

Tennis...' 

ATP WeSbD CHAMPPWBHIP (Froilk- 
fajrt) Red woOm T BiquM (SwI M U 
Chai^ (USI 6-1. B-(: j coerier (USt hi T 
Muster lAirfi i-». t-6. 6-*. WlWte groopi 
W Pemiis (SA) fat P SamproB lUSl 7-4 

^ ^ p J 

ISTA CHAMPIONSHIP (New VdTkl' An 
reimdl C Mtolliiiu. |Sp) u I Ma|eii iCre) 
1-6. 7-5. 6-t Q irihnllBl lArgl bl L Oavan- 
port lUSl 6-4. 5-3. N ZiMTMM iBeiarusi bl 
A Sonehu Vicailo iSol 4-5 6^ 6-l 
WOTWn CHAULENBER lEdlntoirOhl. 
CwniUi liiMoi S Smith (OBl M S Klein- 
Ota (Czr 4-e. 6-Z B-1: S Itoerlander 
iNethI bl P Hwimda iSpI 7-4. 1-5, 6-2. M 
iHfca (Aul) hi S Oerta lOw) 6-<. 6-1. 

J limniin (Rue) bt N Prail (Am) 4-6 6-S 
6-2 

Basketball 

MBAs HousKvi 95 Toronio 93 Utah 102. 
Bbulan 95 Oelred 94. SanttlB 67: taKbana 
1(0. Mlanu 97. New Jmev te. Charleiie 
79: WMhingion 127 Pniiooelphia 95 San 
AntcuHo 105 Mmnecoia 95 Denver 137. 
PhoMh 127 Old on. CmcoQO ii3 cia«» 
land 94: LA Latara 1H OaHas 97 

Bowls 

■UROPKAM INDOOR TRAM CHAMPS' 
ONSMP ijersayL Mm Stagtam smto 

M Ireland 7-6 7-1, 1-f 7-4 


MGoentoey3-7 7-4. 0-7. 7-1. 7-5 BMaa 
M Jeroey 7-1. 7-l 4-7. 7-5 Itoorai SooU 
Imd U ImAaiid 31-15 bipaMd M Gvem- 
sey 27-13; Wniaa bl JerseylT- 
Wmm StoMaarIral—d bt Scotland T-tt 
5-7. 7-5 7-2 CWaraaiy bl Englwto 7-5 
7-S 7-S, .iMay M Wou* 7-4. W. 7-6 
1-7, 7-1. Itams Ml Mid H Guernsey 
23-17: SaaOtoid M heland 19-13: Wal 
drew urim Jemay 18-I5 


Hockey 


WOMAN’S OLYMPIC QUAUFVIHe 
TDURllAMncr iCape Towm; Great Bnt- 
ton 1 Canada 1. AigonUna i. S Kaiaa 5 


Ice Hockey 


NHU Hartford 5 OnM 2 Bultolo 2 Dal- 
les 1. Memreal 4. Edmonton i: Anahetn 7. 
CohiradoS 

Squash 

WORLD TEMI CHAMPIONSHIP iCliro). 
Third T*— *y*' * ll roiDih Pool A: Australia 
&. Finland i. Peal M Egypi 2. Sweden 1. 
PonlDiSQUliiAiRmZFtBnn V. WaleaZ 
NetherlBiKb l (D E vans losito L BMt 54. 
9-1 9-S, 2-5 7-9: A Deogh M E Smit 9-6 
»4..»-2 A D— l ee M R Scheffer 9-0. 9-0. 
9-2). Poel M Hwo Kong 2 Spain 1. Pool 
n Argendna 2. Malayata I. Pool ffe Italy Z 
(S 1: Kuwait 2. Indie 1. Onwler ft^i; 
AusvailB 5 South Alrica 5 PoMsiah 2. 
Now Zeeland 1. NbiHi pMes p ^ oW it 
Qermuy 8, Hong Kong 1 ; Waiee 3 Scot- 
long OlDBapiHDI A Taylor 9-15 9-t. 9-4. 
6-9. 9-1: A Oeogh bl 0 Gordon S4. 6-9. 
9-9 9-3, O Dnvina Ol A Thompsoii 9.4, 
94. 9-0). Piay-offe fee lower piOeiogn 
NaherOnda 3. Demnarlr 5- SvdizeriBnd X 
Kuwait 0: India 2 Greece i. 


nxtures 


^.30 unleas olatedl 

Soccer 

LBACUE OF OIBJUID! Pmmler Dtw- 

■e Bohemiana v Dundak |7><5l: Ore. 
QlMda Utd V Shamrock Rvrs C.OQ: St Pah 
rtoks Ath V Cork C (7.461. AihloM Tn v 
Sll^ Rvrs l80l. 

Rugby Union 

cum MATCHES! Cambridge umv v hw^. 
lequinB', CMtoa « ChehaniiaiK Waspa v 
Udn ScHbsh: Laicasier v Lougnoorough 
Sttm (7.161. 

Rugby League 

STOHXS CENTVHARV OHAMPION- 
SmPi Bradtord v Si Helena 
amaMM. Sellord V Wl^ (50L 


AMatMM ErtI overtook bar Oennan 
teanymale Kalja Sewger n Vtd yester- 
day to win Via Bupar.#Bni aiBiMii me hm 
wenen'B Alpine World Cup raee et na 
season 


love to get off to a winning 
start but we have to be realis- 
tic about what we’re up 
against Southmi hemisphere 
sides are all very toi^ and 
this will be no exception. 

"I think this match will 
have a different edge to it be- 
cause South Africa are world 
champions and they come 
here with a great reputation. 
When En^and cRnifl baric 
from tile World Cup there was 
a feeling of frustratiosi. per- 
haps b^use we fail^ to 
grasp the nettle of playing as 
we -really crti On Saturday 
well have to play an excep- 
tional game in order to win." 

Carling fcaiecast that Eng- 
land would have to counter 
the “formidable strength” of 
the Springbok forwards witii 
a tester, looser, style of play. 


Sport in brief 


He explained: "If the South 
Africans are not the best in 
the worid at set-'^ece work, 
tii^ are very close to it We 
have some very good runners 
we need to play a quick 
game without indulging In 
sevens. I don't think we can 
take them on in the forwards 
as the England side of 1991 
might have done — we cannot 
afford that" 

Carling dismissed Mike 
Catt’s pejorative remarks 
about the Springboks captain 
Frangols Pienaar as irrele- 
vant to the matclL “There is a 
great deal of respect for the. 
Springboks thrwi^hcnit the 
England side and we know 
we^ have to play with a lot of 
passion, riiaracter, commit* 
ment and discipline. That's a 
hard balance to achieve.” 


Golf 

Laura Davies may have 
botched her attempt to win a 
third successive Australten 
Masters title at the Royal 
Pines on the . Gold Coast yes- 
terday when she twice foimd 
water off the tee and shot an 
opening-round 72 that left her 
six riiots briiind the pace set 
by the Swedes Annika Soren- 
stam and Liselotte Neumann. 

“It was not a fun day," 
Davies said. "I'm not packing 
my bags but T haven't nmde it 
easy for mys^" 

Tennis 

Sam Smith sta^ a stunning 
comebadk to rrach the semi- 
finals of the Texaco Chal- 
lenger in Edinburgh. The 
wild card from Essex recov- 
ered frten a set and 2-0 down 
to beat the tc^ seed Sandra 
Kleinova itf the Czech Repub- 
lic 4-^ 6-2, 6-1. 

Cross-country 

Andrew Pearson of Longwood 
Harriers, who was Britain’s 
leading male finisher at Ihe 
n*oxid championships in Dur- 
ham last March, will lead the 
home challenge in the second 
European Championships at 
Alnwick Castle on December 
2. uirfres Stephen Sierley. He 
will be join^ in the men’s, 
team by Sheffield’s Jon 
Kvwn, who ran an impres- 
six'e 2Tmin 20sec lOkm in the 
US recently, albeit on a 
largely downhill course. 

GREAT BRITAIN: Mmk A PHraon 

iLAAganooi K CuBen (Caetoutenn J 
•rewn iShtiheM}. C Jun ie !&irf1). C 
Udd (BvnM) D Tayler laaeUtoAthl 
Weitftow S SenUay iStotal. L BBett 
iSHBliMbury Bainell J Bhleltfa 
(Sinirialtf:. U Talbot iSedtoid) S Young 
iSatard). 


Hockey 


Britain make 
a bumpy start 


liei MMhotpto bl CMpe Tewoi 


G reat Britain’s 
women began their 
Olympic qualifying cam- 
paign with a set-back yes- 
terday. when they could 
<mly draw l-l with Canada. 

Though howling Cape 
winds made the conditions 
terribly difflcult' the Brit- 
ish created enough chances 
to win the match.. None of 
their e^t short-comer op- 
portunities was converted. 

“It*s all very disappoint- 
ing after the hard work 
we've put In.” said their 
coach Sue Slocombe. "1 telt 
we should have put away at 
least two or three chances.” 
Canada even took the 
lead In the 21st minute, 
after a rehearsed free-hit 
movement flummoxed Lucy 
Cope at left-back and 
allowed Tammy Holt 'to 
stab the ball home. 

The equaliser seven min- 
utes later was even better, 
jane Sixsmith's mazy drib- 
ble created the chance: 
Pauline Robertson took it 
Slocombe has complained 
repeatedly about the pitch 
in the new stadium bnt her 
gripes have foundered 
through lack of support 
from the other seven teams. 

"The snrtece is uneven 
and there isn’t enongh 
water on it.” she says. **lt 
makes for very scrappy 
hockey.” Mainly for Great 
Britain, it seems. 


J ONAH LOMU will make 
his first appearance in 
Britain since the World 
Cup whmi he plays in leann 
Evans's testimonial at 
Llanelli next Tuesday. 

The New Zealand wing 
has'be«i named to play op- 
posite Evans in an interna- 
tional Select XV. 

“Jonah is down to play 
on the left '^ng at the mo- 
ment bat I won’t be com- 
plaining if he wants to 
switch to the ri^t.” said 
Evans, who leads a British 
Isles XV. 

• Fiji have made two 
changes to’play Ireland at 
Lansdowne Road tomor- 
row. Aisadce Nadolo comes 
into the second row with 
Xfereimi Tawake moving to 
No. 8 in place of Dan Rouse. 


Rugby League 


Murdoch in 
‘peace’ talks 


Paid RfcEpatiick 


T ales are to resume be- 
tween the Australian 
Rugby League and Rupert 
Muidoch's News Corporation 
in an attempt to find a solu- 
tion to the battle for control of 
the game in Australia. 

The talks, between the ARL 
ehairman Sen ArthUTSon and 
News Corporation’s Een Cow^ 
I^, represent a rare hopeful 
sign in what has been a bitter 
eight-month impasse. ”We all 
want to see this thing 
settled*^ said Arfhurson. who 
added that he had been man- 
dated by the 10 clubs still 
under tto ARL’s jurisdiction 
to reopen negotlatkms. 

Wigan yesterday denied 
that they had made a £650.000 
cash <^r plus players for 
Paul Newlove. The interna- 
tional centre now appears set 
to remain with Bradford — in 
the short-term' at least — and 
is likely to be in the Bulls’ 
side to play St Helens at home 
toni^L 

Warrington have signed the 
powerful Fijian centre Manoa 
Thompson from Auckland 
Warriors- The 27-year-old 
Thompson, who has signed a 
two-year contract, would 
have been in Fiji’s World Cup 
squad but for li^ury. 

Warrington, who recently 
signed Mike Ford from South 
Queensland Crushers, are los- 
ing Greg Mackey, their Aus- 
tralian scrum-half. He Is 
returning home next month. 



Extra time Edited by Jeremy Alninder 

Knuckles for two, 
dinner for one 


B ritish boxing. 

after a desperate dis- 
play of the art of self- 
defence in recent weeks, 
nmy welcome the distrac- 
tion of a sister entertafro- 
ment under fire. The ques- 
tion in New Yoilc State Is 
whether a programme of 
^extreme fighting** should 
be held tomorrow in the 
Brooklyn Armory. 

State Senator Roy Good- 
man of Manhattan has 
called fbr a ban on **11118 
type of organised street 
brawl; this is conduct civi- 
lised society should be pro- 
tected against”. He prom- 
ises leglslaticm outlawing 
it. Those in favour include 
]tob Gncelone. publisher of 
Penthouse. ”Bxtreme fight- 
ers wish to express them- 
selves in this very elemen- 
tal, human way,” he says. 

it is elementaL Two 
bare-knuckled combatants 
are pitted against each 
other in a ring until only 
one is left standing. It is 
knuckles for two. dinner 
for one. There are no 
rounds, no time-outs and 
no hiflds barred — just a lot 
of punching, kicki^, chok- 
ing. nose-pinching, ear- 
yanking and groin-kneeing. 
Only eye-gonging and 
bitiiig are forbidden. 

The British Boxing Board 
of Control can view the de- 
bate with complacency. The 
Offences Against the Per- 
son Act was passed in 1861 


and, to make sure, baxing 
underwrote its respect- 
ability in 1867 by the adop- 
tion of the Queensberry 
Rules, which required the 
use of gloves, introduced a 
limited number of three- 
minute rounds and prohib- 
ited wrestling. 

Last year the Law Com- 
mission published a consul- 
tation paper Consent and 
Offences Against T1u> Per- 
son. It says the essence of 
assault is that it is commit- 
ted contrary’ to the will of 
the victim. So boxing Is fine 
and, by the same yard- 
stick,so is extreme fighting. 
But Mr Justice Brooke, the 
Commission chairman, 
asked: “To what extent 
should the erhnlnal law 
protect those who are will- 
ing that injur)' should be 
inflicted on them?” Up to a 
point. Lord Queensberry? 

Then again East’s Pleas 
of the Crown said that 
”manly sports and e.\ei> 
rises were lawfiil, even if 
death should regrettably 
ensue.” but the law prohib- 
ited ”pri2e-fightlng. public 
boxing matches and the 
like, which are exhibited 
for the sake of lucre and 
are calculated to draw 
together a number of Idle, 
disorderly people”. It could 
have been written after last 
month’s wretched events in 
Glasgow. In 1803 th^ knew 
B bit more about civilised 
society. 



U GANDA'S leading cyclists 
had a foretaste of the 
Olympics last month. It is the 
only taste they will get unless 
they are given one of the 10 
slots in the Olympic Solidar- 
ity progranune: they missed 
the two qualifVmg events. 

But Sam Muwonge. patron 
of promising cyclists, raised 
£12.700 for tlie round recon- 
naissance trip to the Dick 
Lane Velodrome in East 
Point Atlanta, arriving by 
Greyhound bus with his 
chaxites: three men. three 
womea and a road bike. They 
had never seen a steep, oval 
track or high-tech, no-brake 
bikes or other tency equip- 
ment One rode in his street 
shoes. AnoUteT wore his hel- 
met back to front. 

Muwonge was undismayed: 
We have met friends. We’re 
happy. W’e ate. We slept. We 
trained. We will be back." A 
serious racing bike costs over 
£^. The avera^ annual sal- 
ary in Uganda is £122. 

A ustralia’s obsession 
with strengthening Asian 
trading links has reached its 
cricketm. Errol Alcott their 
physiotherapist has compiled 
the Australian Cricket Fit- 
ness Training Diary. Advice 
includes: "OM Japanese say- 
ing; tell down seven times, 
stand up eight" and "Tty eat- 
ing Asian dishes with one 
chopstick. You’ll never over- 
eat Even two chopkieks win 
make the meal last longer.” 
Jelly babies get no mention. 

M atthew mccloy. the 

director of the British 
Horseracing Board whose 
flight to tile Breeders' Cup 
meeting ended in handcu^ 
for disorderly conduct {Sixth 
colunm, November 3], is a 
busy man. As mentioned, he 
Is solicitor to the Aga Khan. 
The 51 hours he spent in a 
cell, cooling intoxicated 
heels, provided a heaven-sent 
of^iortunity to appreciate the 
plight of the aggrieved, such 
as snooker's Alex Higgins. 

It is almost a year since 
Higgins's last brush with the 
WPBSA. When the first 
riiarges were dismissed, the 
association conjured up two 
more o\*er lunch. He is still 
uncertain what they were. He 
was banned for a year and 
fined £5.000. both sentences 
suspended for two years. 
Damoclean anxiet}’ 3]?- 
tected his play. 

On April 26 his lawyer 
Robin li^vey wrote to the 
board liking 16 complaints 
against it He was told they 
would be considered on June 
5. That is tiie only response he 
has had. Repeated letters 
from him have been ignored, 
culminating in seven written 
individually to the board 
members holding each of 
them responsible and person- 
ally liable for damages and 
costs. The WPBSA’s solicitor 
is McCIoy, who has also acted 
separately for the chairman 
John Spencer and vice-chair- 
man Geoff Foulds on behalf of 
his son Neal. 

J ERSEY have lost their ap- 
peal for a replay of a Lon- 
don Three Soutii West rugby 
match against Alton ISLxth 
column. October 61. which 
they lost 10-6. Their griev- 


ance was that in the last min- 
ute their wing would have 
scored If he luid not run mto 
Alton’s Lndy ptn'sio. Though 
he got up and dived over, the 
referee blew for a scrum to 
Jersey. 

At least the verdict saved 
them £825. A condition of Jer 
s^’s admission to the main- 
land league set-up is that fhe>* 
pay 73 per cent of their visi* 
tors' travel, as well as all 
their own. Through a deal 
with Jack Walker’s Jersey 
European Airways, the}' can 
do a return flight to Gatwick 
for £55 a man. Thanks to 
Walker they gri a £1 millioii 
new clubhouse and stand. But 
the Blackburn patron is not 
preparing to do for Jersey 
what Sir John Hall lias dcHie 
for Newcastle. 

On Sunday they play 
Guernsey in a Hampshire 
Cup preliminary. Onl}’ one 
Channel Island is admitted to 
that. Jersey will be without 
their fly-half, John Bracken 
will not get back in time from 
Twickenham, where he will 
be watching his brother. 

I F Gary Neville liad not been 
playing soccer for England 
on Wednesday he might have 
been pla}'ing cricket for them 
today. This month's issue of 
Red Rose, the Lancashire 
magazine, tells of the batting 
exploits of him and his 
brother Philip. Gary was 
selected for North of Enghuid 
but broke a thumb and 
missed selection for England. 
Philip broke Jriin Crawly's 
run record at under-lS level. 

C ricketers who took 

part in the Floodlit Inter- 
national Sixes at The Oval i-i 
months ago are to get some 
money after all. On December 
1 liquidators for Cricket Leg- 
ends. the company which col- 
laps^ with £250.000 debts as 
its event coUap^ in fiasco. 
a-iU write to 50 creditors of- 
fering them 5p for ever}' 
pound owed. Derek Randall, 
for instance, owed £2.000, will 
get £100 before wmdteU tax — 
hardly riches to Rags but he 
“wasn't expecting anything". 

I N Monday's Daily Telegraph 
Robert Philip spent 1.750 
words trying to make out that 
Steve Davis is lovely and in- 
teresting. Asked about the 
glamour life he might have 
had or missed. Da\ds ends by 
saying: “I only seem to go up 
to London when I get drunk. 
And then I never know where 
I’ve been.'' On Tuesday the 
Sun was pleased to tell him. 
Thanks to a "stunning blonde 
teenage dancer", he was pic- 
tured leaving a hotel the pre- 
vious morning. The SBTD is 
understood to have received 
£32.000. There are 38 shopping 
days to Christmas. 



Davis . . . red-handed, too 
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Sports Politics 

Britain 
out of 
running 

jahnDunean 


B RirADTs chances of 
attracting mfuor in- 
ternational sporting 
events are hindered by or- 
ganisational chaos and 
their amatenrlsh approach 
to sports administration, 
according to a report from 
the all-party National Heri- 
I tage select committee pub- 
lished yesterday. 

“For the purposes of bid- 
ding for major sporting 
events, particularly the 
Oljmipic Games.'* says the 
report “British sport is 
seen to be complicated, di- 
vided and cluttered with 
too many difihrent bodies. 

“Unless Britain does co- 
ordinate the mnltttudinons 
and smnetiines apparently 
conflicting organisations 
which are involved, and is 
given a clear national 
focus, then onr country is 
nnliltely to be snceessflal in 
any bid for which there is 
fierce competition.*' 

The British Olympic 
Association decided not 
to bid for the 2004 Olym- 
pics. preferring to regroup 
after nnsuccessfU bids by 
Manchester and Birminc- 
ham in recent years. 

*□16 11 -strong committee. 

I which includes the Conser- 
I vative HP and former 
Oli^pie middle-distance 
chamj^n Sebastian Coe, 
i visited Barcelona and At- 
lanta to assess their suc- 
cessful Olympic bids. 

The report, however, 
questions the sporting 
value to a nation of hosting 
the Olympics. “It is very 
tinrf^r what the impact on 
sport itself is, particularly 
in encouraging participa- 
tion in sport by people of 
all ages. The conunittee be- 
lieves that the Department 
of National Heritage shonld 
initiate research into this 
aspect both in the UK and 
abroad.** 

The DNH also comes in 
for thinly veiled criticism 
for ite bands^ff attitude to 
bringing major sports 
events to Britain. “While 
the government cannot and 
should not be the organiser 
for the hid, there is little 
point in having a Depart- 
ment of National Heritage 
if that departmmt does not 
provide a [national} focus 
. . . Words of support are 
welcome but insufficient." 


Martinez flies Spanish flag with a flutter 


DavU ■toroerbiHmrYorlK 


T he week before Spain 
take on the United 
States in the final d the 
Federation Cup in Valencia, 
their pride was severely 
dented when Aiantica San- 
chez Vicario was beaten in 
the WTA Tour Champion- 
^ps and Conchita Martinez 
came within a point of defeat 
The thud-seeded Sanchez 
Vicario lost 4-6, 6-^ 6-4 to 
Natasha Zvereva, her second 
successive first-round defeat 


here. As so often, the seventh 
game of a set proved crucial, 
for at 3-3 in the second the 
Spaniard to advan- 
tage of three break points. 
From that moment Zvereva's 
oonfidenoe rose. 

StilL there is a question 
mark against Sanchez Vicar- 
lo’s preparation for a tourna- 
ment that carries £1.25 mil- 
lion in prize-money. This was 
only her second indoor tour- 
nament of the year and her 
first compeWve match since 
September 24. 

She explained her long ab- 


sence from the game by say- 
ing: *T think you’re a human 
being and everybody needs a 
break. For the last 3>4 years 1 
did not have any hre^ and 
rvG been playing so many 
matches. They are all tough 
matches and sometimes your 
body says, take a little time.’* 
Martiiiez showed consider- 
able courage in winning a 
match with Iva MajoU that 
many thought she could lose. 
Martinez bad won only two 
indoor matches in 19% while 
the is-year-old Croatian had 
won her last two indoor tour- 


naments, Zurich and Fllder- 
stadt The former Wimbledon 
champion also came into the 
match with a painfol neck in- 
jury which F^ulred the appli- 
cation of an ice pack at every 
change of ends. 

So it was no great surprise 
when MaioU took the tint set 
6-1 and moved 4-1 ahead in 
the second. ’Then the teenager 
showed her inexperience by 
becoming too casual. 

The Sfraniard levelled at 4-4 
but still had to save a match 
point at 4-5 before MaJoU's 
game crumbled to allow Mar- 


tinez h> record a most un- 
likely 1-d, 7-5, 6-0 victory. 

Aftarwards Che sectmd seed 
said she had remembered that 
she had won her last match 
with Maloli after also being 
weU behind. *1 was thinking. 
'Keep going and put the ball 
in play see what bap- 
perrs.’ I kept in there and 
came back,” 

The defending champion 
Gabrlela Sabatini progr^sed 
to the quarter-finals with a 
8-4, 8-3 win over Lindsay 
Davenport, the American she 
beat in last year’s final. 


KAi PFAFFeNBACH 


Tennis 

Enqvijrt even 
faster to win 


DavM ihrfiw fo Fkwnkfiirt 


N O ONE has claimed a 
place in the ATP 
Tour Championship 
semi-finals quite so 
swiftly and emphatically as 
Thomas Enqvist 
First he destroyed Jim Cou- 
rier, the world No. 7, in 89 
minutes; yesterday he demol- 
ished Michael Chang, the 
world No. 4, in 59. 

With $180,000 (£115.000} al- 
ready in his pocket foat rep- 
resents a cool $1,400 iwlmn 
for each minute’s work. Not 
that money is a major consid- 
eration. ‘Tm jr^t excite to 
be here competing with the 
best players in the world." he 
said. “I hope to learn a lot 
from them this week." 

Enqvist's form has been a 
revtiation. Neither Courier, 
who lost 6-.3, 6-2, nor Chang, 
beaten 8-1, 8-4, could find any 
antidote to the 21 -year-dld’s 
power and authority. 

Yet Chang, vdio made only 
nine points off the Enqvist 
serve, was typically mealy- 
mouthed when as^id to as- 
sess file youngster. “He looks 
quite promising,’* was the 
best he could offer. 

Not so Pete Sampras, ^lo 
will be anxious not to fece file 
Swede tomorrow. He thought 
Enqvist “unbelievable” 
against Courier. “It was as if 
Jim wasn't there." 

Eleven days ago Enqvist 
look^ like missing out on 
Frankfurt by one place. When 
Goran Ivanisevic lost the first 
round in Moscow and the 
Swede emerged as champion 
in his birthplace Stockholm, 
the place became his. 


Up to January 1 he was just 
another anonymous young 
prof^ional, ranked 60th in 
the world and wondering bow 
be would fere after a major 
knee operation. 

Ei^t weeks later be forced 
himfieif into the headltnes by 
b epting Andre Agassi and 
r.hawg to win the 'QS Profes- 
sional indoor title. Since then 
he has climbed steadily to 
ftig htti idace, his only real dis- 
appointments coming in the 
four Grand Slam events. 

Enqvist epitomises the 
mod^ pla 3 ^. Tail, powetfUl 
and quidt, he looks s t ro ng in 
every department of the game 
— especially in his mental at- 
titude which, he says, is due 
to his coach Joakim Nystrom. . 

By taki^ the ball early and 
hitting with depth and pene- 
tration be bad Chang on the 
back foot and yanked him 
mmtul^sly arxni^ the court. 

I On Enqvist's serve Chang 
I was in the role of spectatcx*. 

' A third victory today 
against the brittle Yevgeny 
I IfefeinUEOv, which should not 
I be beyond him, would pur 
htm at the top of his group. 

Thomas Muster's hopes of 
I winning a 13th title in 1995 
withered when a series of 
wild forehand errors gave 
I Courier victory by 6-4. *4-6, 
6-1. Courier and Chaag meet- 
in the roimd-robln today for a 
semi-final spot 

Despite losing 7-6, 4-6, 6-3 
to Wayne Ferreira, the de- 
fending champion Sampras 
made sure of winning his 
group. Boris Becker must 
now beat Kafelnikov in 
straight sete today to stay in 
the hunt; otherwise Ferreira 
will go into the 


Lost caose . . . Michael Chang chases to little avail yesterday 
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Racing 

___ 

bans upheld 
by Jockey Club 


Chris Hawfcbts 


T he Jockey Club's disci- 
plinary committee yes- 
terday threw out the ap- 
peal of five of the six jockeys 
banned for seven days for tak- 
ii^ the wrong course at Taun- 
ton last week. 

Emily Jones did not contest 
the decision of the Taunton 
stewards, but Tony McCoy, 
Guy Lewis, Tom Dascombe, 
Mark Rlchairds and Mick Fitz- 
gerald all hoped for a fevour^ 
able hearing. Although un- 
successful, they had their 
deposits returned. 

Ihe bans imposed from No- 
vember IS to 2S mean that the 
jockeys will miss fiie two-day 
Hennessy meeting at 
Newbury. 

They were found guilty of 
going the wrong side of the 
iiollBd-off final fli^t in the 
Orchard Portman Selling 
Hur^. Despite flymen and 
signs directing them to the 
left of the obstacle, six cf the 
jockeys chose to go to the 
rj^t brir^ng about ' their 

i^iaqiiaHfiw>HQn 

'niere. was little sympathy 
from the Jock £7 Club, whose 
spokesman David Pipe said: 
"We’ve had seminars and 
briefings on this rule so they 
should have known." 

McCoy, currently heading 
the jump jockeys’ table, 
dash^ from Portinan Square 
to Wmcanton where he took 
his score for the season to 73 
with victory on See More 
Business, following an event- 
ful ride on Ottowa in the 
Chard Chase. 

There were only three run- 
ners for fills event soon 
reduced to two when Kingsley 
Singer unshipped Brendan 
Powell at the fifth, before 
Ottowa and McCoy took a 
tumble at the 11th. 

Harwell Lad had only to es- 
cape trouble for a bloodless 
victory, but the mulish even 
money chance was not enjoy- 


ing racing on his own and at- 
tempted to run out with his 
amateur rider Rupert NuttalL 

This allowed McCoy, who 
had rmnounled Ottowa. to 
overhaul the leader on the for 
side to set up a healthy 
advantage. 

But is was not McCoy's day. 
for Harwell Lad. in true Je- 
lO’U and Hyde fashion, con- 
sented to race again, whizzed 
Ottowa at the third-last 
anrt galloped 15 lengths clear. 

At Ascot this afternoon 
Lsu^ Action (2.40) runs in 
the Coopm & l^’brand Hur^ 
die, reverting to the smaller 
obstacles after making a far 
from Impressive winning 
ctebttt (n'er fences at Uttoseter 
recently. 

In view of the paucity of top 
class hurdlers this seems an 
eminenfiy sensible decision. 
Large Action was runner-up 
to Aldefhrook in the Cham- 
pion last season and on that 
form looks impossible to op- 
pose at today's weights. 

Sablime Fellow (3.40) is 
fair ly treated in the E<adbr(to 
Trial Handicap Hurdle and 
looks value for the nap. He 
was six lengths behind Silver 
Groom at Ascot in January 
and eiyoys a i4lb puU. 

Elairon Davis, racing over 
his optimum trip of two 
miles, had much the better of 
the argument with Merr)' 
Gale in the closing st^s of 
file Racecourse Chase at Tip- 
perary yesterday. 

Last season’s Arkle Trophy 
winner came home , by four 
lengths after Merry Gale 
made a crucial mistake at the 
second last fence. 

"KlairoD Davis will have a 
light programme because 
there are not many suitable 
races over this trip in this 
coun^‘." said Arthur Moore, 
the winning trainer. 

Merry Gale goes to Pun- 
chestown tomorrow weok be- 
fore a possible crack at the 
King George VI Chase at 
Kempton. 


Double Trigger gets all-clear 


T est results announced 
by Australia's Victoria 
Racing Club reveal that no 
prohibited substances vrere 
found in blood and nrlne 
samples taken from Doable 
Trigger both before and 
after the colt finished 17th 
of 20 in last week’s Mel- 
bourne Cap. 


An Irregularity was 
reported In the colt's pre- 
race blood test and It was 
also shown in the post-race 
urine sample. But it was 
found to be caused by a me- 
tabolite of a substance 
which is a naturally occur- 
ring consitituent of some 
normal feedstuffe. 


Ascot runners and riders with form guide 
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Results 


4CANTON 

I CSis IMs)i 1, MVEA LKtfm, M 

V {8-ij: 2 . aassfiadlMH e- 1 -ii IK 9 : 

tf soiwi C — eiter |14-1t. 2-1 |t Uv All 
r 1 1 raa 4. 2. ID GandaHo) Teti! 

I C1.70. CS.90. Dual C9.30. CM: 
a frtoaat. (947.28. Trlo:ei17Ja 
I (3m It llOydn eWi 1> HAnWlLL 
.MrRNutBU (mn«:S,OllMM(S>6 

3 ran. 15. (R AHNr> Tots: tIM. Dual F: 
l.CSF:CSa4. 

I (9m If iio«ea wqi 1 , saimra 

0, fl Farrul (8-1)! a, Cl emr She^ 
iia-iKa, n*wM m »c iee a (2-itav). ia 
1, 14. (Mrs J Pianani 7atK £700; C1M. 

1. C1.90. Dual F: £11.40: eST C7T.14. 
iatClB6.34 Trta:C4060. 

i(Sm a(Hdlo)i1,«BtMOMBUSl- 
S, A P MaCoy 19-6 lav|. 9, Takni 
't: T. Wi— — l”-V 10 ran. 4. 

P NtetaMI 7ota: C1M; £1.10. CZ40. 
I Duel F- ZTJO C8F: £7M. NR: 
ikaria 

I (Sm M Ck^ 1. shaf^ eow 
HER, A Ttamien <6-i): S, P«Wmi 
e (4-i|. 3, Trues DseS 1^1). 1-1 lev 
sen ConmiBiiOtr. 11 ran. 7. w. (K 
lyl Tgle: Giasih £2.00. £1.70. C2.ia 


Dual F: £a4M. CSF: £90.75. TtkiM- eaTT.S 
4.A0 (Mn IMek ti USHTBUNG LAD. 
0 Uplon (4-6 lav): S, C adawa W |6-t|. 9, 
HQHieGefary(S-i>.aran &7 gKmgl 
£1.80: £1.40. £2.70. Dual F: £42a CSF: 
ES.l8.NR:Cli«ryrBLBa. 
JACXPOOn.239.7a 
OUADMOasH 
MACSPOOEIUO 

WARWICK 

ia.40 (Sm Mls)i 1, tunSHk J p Titiny 
(7-1); 2, se UoHfd (10-11, S, Sodlpur 
(12-1). 3-1 ce lava CMpann. R«»4rand 
Bnmn A Tebialn. 16 ran. 4. a (mbc h 
fOilghB IVtr £14.30; E3M. USl C2.ia 
Dual F: £138. 7a CM: Ca87 

1.10 (Mn 1 . aXPHVmiS, 4 Ol< 
tnnw (11-6 hvn *• tumHeaee (11-4); 1, 
■aciBoHalil Air (17-8). 16 ran. 8. 7«. (O 
Sherwood) £8.80; CI.SO. £2.00 C1 90 
Dual P: «.10. C&F- 08 43. Tra. £8 7a 
1.40 (San 4f 11 OMa Hdto^ 1, CONVOY, 
Muredach Kelly (t^l): Z. De waliia Damer 
(03-1). a, D eXHeH (6-1); 4. Alw^ Alee 
|ie-i^5-i lavShanekea. lOran.Wt 13. (C 
UannI TeU- E38MC C&70. Cn SO C120. 
Dual F* EB7L2D CSF £44803. Yricatt 
£3J21.a. 

5.10 (tm 4f llOySa Cb)i 1, LAMIVW 
LOm, Out Uwb (7-4 tavii 3. CHamie Tlie 
(M(1V-2):K«BrtarlUBi6-1) Bran S dst. 
(P WenoHB) Ton. £2.80; E2M. £1.20. Dual P. 
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£8 10 CSF. £11.04. Tneoat- £4209. NR: Bo- 
ward Bey ZaniL 

2.40 (3m Sf Ch)s It TDOOOOO TO 88 
WtUK L Wyer (7-Sl; s, a e iirN et (16- 1|: a. 
WnlB|9-7ttlavi 2-l|lUtfUaamur.7nn.1. 
20 IM H Easierbyl Toie: £3. 1ft £1 70. eoaft 
DIMIF-C3740 CSF:£4B3L7rlcasr£t29.97. 
NFMfiKTha 

X10 (3m SI ea»H 1, GLASS OP HUM- 
YVTWO, A u jguire (19-2|; S, Chmeli Iww 
l50-H;3,nBhewiS(14-l) ll-8fevOnHa- 
wiSoir 9rsn.X8a(7FerateOTeir£l0.7ft 
£2.10, £5.70. B4.00. Dual F: £12700 CSF- 
£17605. • 

0.40 tSm Hdelc 1, BSKIMO HEl, R John- 
eiM |3-1|: S, T^ens OoM (4-i|: S^ Bia 
snnd itl-8 taei. 7 ran. 6. ft (J Spearing) 
7ou: £4 00: £Z00. £2.10. Dual P: £9.60. CSF: 
Cl4.ea. 

QUABPGnNelemt 
Pt A DSPOT ) eiS2S40 

SOUTHWELL 

18J80 (1m Gf)i 1, PHniAHD, N Adam 
lao-ih S, Mr And Pmiey <3-1 laei. S, 

r 1 18-11. 14 ran. ZX. 4. f K MeAuIrtie) 

Tate- ca.80: £4.10. nm. £230 Dual P- 
£57 60 CSF- £7067. 7rleaah £927.78. 

1&SO (ImX 1. PHM WDOC lAO, 8 D 
WiiliAiM | 3 - 1 |; a.Ha«nmm{lM lav); s, 
MWamanl(i0-i) ieran.X,8.(J6yre)TalB; 
E4.ia.Ei8a £aoa£4.IO.DualF'E6 00.CSF: 
£13 12. 7rn- £070. 


1.SO (7y)i 3, DOUBLH tMAMOim, 0 
MeKOOm 13-1 lavi- 2, Nad nniHli ir-2|: 
3, Knawe (9-1). 14 ran. 2. 2. lU Johneioni 
Toia;£2.90’.El7i0.£l.eaC290 OuhlF £4 00 
CSF- £l0.0a Tnesst; £95.59. TrN; e2a» 
NR; UeencuaMr. 

1,se(la4it,AMSTOP>,8Sendare|i8-u 
S, tan AuaarDiilhu ( 1 1-4 >avt a.BaMe’e 
IhAiaeu P4-1) ieran.2X.il.sHAkenuieii 
7ol« £9490 £1400. CvBO £300 Dull F 
£6830 CSF' £64.44 Trw £203 10 
OM dm 0f^ 1. LA BnCr, 0 BaiOweU 
l5-2tav); 8.UeA(7-«).a,IMiaTu(S-l>. 13 
ran. Hd. IS. (W Ryanl Te(e. £3.90: 080 
£8.10. cam. Dual P- C7.00 CSF- £13.89 
7rw«t C7i.n.7r«- C2i eft 
S.SO(7«)i 1, BBWAIWID, 0 Hvricon 13-1 
law). a,SaBei m-dra {7-H. S,iBr Bwoorac 
(12-1): 4^ tmaye ui Hiaewe (74-u I6ren 

15. 1 S (K Callagharg Toto: £3.70. C1.7C 
£1.10: £3M. E8-.9Q Oval F S37X cSF 
E28S3. 7rteaar COMAS. Trie* £89.20 
SM (Tf)i f , KINO OP UCtfY, C rurrison 
no-11: S. Won^ Phtt |9-2|: a. La PMa 
(3-1 lav|. 15 ran 7. 2)( (R Oueaii To(p 
ES2.30: £13.10. Et.Tft £1.70. Dual P mm 
CSF: £41 27 7rte- £31.50 NR;Ftoridm 
xsoewp laBHOADSTAlM BSAVrY. C 
7eagae(^il.z,liB«araoirstar|i2-i» a» 
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beaten a neck into second i 
her debut m the Prenuo Samba for two-yearSd f 
Rotne yesterday. Dunlop sends Lavinia Fontm?^ I 

a bid to repeat the sSifiK 

Three Prenjio Umbria. ^“wess m tn 

• Blinkered today for the first time- ASCOT* i 

Character 2.10 Crane HilL i., 


Woods ban 

T he Jockey Qub disciplin- 
ary conun ittee yesteifday 
suspended Wendyll Woods for 
IS days, from November 21 to 
Dumber 14, following his 
thud riding offence of the sea- 
son at Lingfield last week. 

Woods was found guilt}* of 
careless riding on River Keen 
in the Thames Handicap. 
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Soccer 


Venables 
increases 
his options 


David Lacey on 

hopeful agns on 
the road to Euro *96 


G oals change games 
and they sometimes 
diange minds. Hav- 
ing beaten Switzer- 
land 3>!l in Wednesday's 
friendly at Wembl^. ihig- 
land’s outkMds is noUiing like 
as bleak as it appeal^ on the 
morning after the grim, glum 
scorelesB draw in Norway 
five weeks earlier. 

With the remaining place 
in the field fbc the 1S96 Euro- 
pean Championship lying be- 
tween a shamrock and a 
Dutch bulb, Terry Venables 
can afford to contemplate 
next summer’s tournament 
with somediing approaching 
equanimity, always pnrviiled 
the latest rate of improve- 
ment can be maintained. 

During the build-up to die 
Swiss match a number of 
Venables’s players qioke eru- 
ditely about the way the 
needM to adapt its game to 
meet the demands of modmm 
international competition. 
David Platt, Graeme Le Saux, 
Tony Adams, Jamie Red- 
knapp and even Paul Gas- 
coigne lucidly str e ssed Ihe 
importance of patience, pos- 
session and perceptive 
passing. 

Wednesday’s peiformance 
oflbred some evidence that 
the lessons were sinking in 
without ever suggesting that 
England were about to 
emerge as the sort of host 
ihvourltes for the European 
Championship that, say, 
Ftance were in 1984. Venables 
does not possess tiie English 
equivalents of Platini. Giresse 
and Tlgana, and Premier 
League badi fburs are un- 
likely to offer him another 
Bossis or Battiston during the 
next six months. 

Yet, if a one-time workaday 
midfielder like Nottingham 
Forest's Steve Stone can sud- 
denly acquire the serious in- 
ternational pretensions that 
were his on Wednesd^, then 
a lot (rf thing s are still poss- 
ible. In the same way the 
most promising signs yet of a 
future for the striking part- 
nership of Alan Shearer and 
Teddy Sheringham should 
not be dismissed out of hand 
simply because Sheiii^ham 
does not have the speed to get 
away from tight-marking 
defenders. 

Les Ferdinand has pace in 
abundance but Sbetixigbam’s 
all-round performance, as 
much as his goaL has moved 
him ftirther ahead of the New- 
castle striker in Venables’s 
scheme of things. 

The ^osts of European 
Championship failures past 
will haunt En^and, who have 


only ever won two matches in 
the tournament proper, ri^t 
up to oest summer. Even Yu- 
goslavia. Alf Ramse/s con- 
querors in Florence in 1968, 
and the Soviet Union, who ut- 
Wriy humiliated Bobby Rob- 
son's team in Frankftut 20 
years later, have not com- 
pletely vanished. 

The presence of Croatia or 
Russia in England’s group 
wl^ the draw fbr the finals 
Is made In Birmln^iam on 
Dee^ber 17 would send a 
few shivers down Rngiiah 
9mes. So, if it comes to that, 
would Bulgaria. Romania, 
Denmark or the Czech 
RepiUilic. 

These teams share file Con- 
tinental capacity for counter- 
attacking with pace and pene- 
tration from a solid dethnslve 
base, qualities calculated to 
punish the sort of sloppy, pre- 
dictable English passing 
which was still evident on 
Wednesday when Sfbrza was 
threatening to plot anofiier 
i English embarrassment 
Sweden and Norway having 
felled to ntafcfl Euro Vena- 
bles can now look forvmtd to 
a championship free of media 
assault by turriip and Norse 
manure. He went into the 
Switzerland match pursued 
by old bills, as the principal 
tabloid tormentor continued 
to dig into his business past 
wifii an archaec^ogisfs zeal, 
but left Wembley looking less 
bespattered than the chairs 
man of the Tory party. 

Combine the imaginative 
passing of the Colombia game 
and the solid daftmdVrtg of 
Oslo vrith Wednesday's goals 
and Rw giaTid have gone some 
way towards dispming the 
summer shadows of the Um- 
bra Cup. 

The immediate questions 
concern fiie future of Platt, 
now that Robert Lee has es- 
tablished himself in Platt’s 
midfield rote, t^ strengt h , of 
Stuart Pearce’s renewed 
claims at left-back, the 
Shearer-Sheringham ariB atwI 
Stone as a first dioice. Vena- 
bles may have problems but 
thin options do not appear to 
be among them. 
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Brolinsaga 


taolioM 


Home immfiuts ... Irish sopporters find plenty wortticheeringaboiit despite defeat tn-LisIxm PHOToeRAntenous shore 

Anfield’s home from home 
offers Charlton new hope 


BEDS, hope finally to 
unveil Tennas Bralin 
as the most expensive 
pteyer in their history 
I today when the Swedish 
striker completes his pro- 
tracted £4.5 ffllUlon traittfer 
ifr^Parma.' 

That is, if everything ^)es 
according to pUn. On 
Wednesday ni^ the Brolin 
deal was aS. By yesterday 
morning it was back on 
and the 25ryear-old was due to 
arrive in West Yoifesbire last 
ni^it to complete ‘'the formal- 
ities" of his move. 

He is eqiecied to sign this 
mnmiTtg and Is Scheduled to 
iday at least some part in 
tomorrow's home Premier- 
ship meeting wifii Chelsea. . 

. :Like all players Brolin is 
td.uctant to cnmmit himself 
to anything until his present 
club has met its financial obli- 
^tions, pKceived or other- 
wise. In this instance Parma, 
have politely declined to ac- 
cede to Brcdin’s demand for 
his ooDtraet, which has seven 
months to cun. to be paid-up 
infulL 

.. Brolin, vrtio is paid £10,000 a 
week in Italy, baa asked for a 
£300,000 settlement Leeds 
may have to foot the bill to 
ensure tiiat file saga ends in 
their fevoifr. 

Leeds fans have good 
reason to be waxy. In the pest 
of seasons they have 
been promised Duncan Fergu- 


son, Tomas Skuhravy. Ruben 
Sosa and Faustlno Asprilla. 
All four deals collapsed, the 
Skuhravy one 1C minutes be- 
fore he was due to be intro- 
duced to a room full of 
journalists. 

The individual who is inev- 
itably saddled with the blame 
Is Leeds's managing director 
BHl Fbtherby, a man vrith 
thick skin, broad shoulders 
and sufficient self-belief to 
want to be the public fece of 
an ambitious club. 

"This transfer business is 
eeUln g harder and harder to 
negotiate because state- 
mmts being made by people 
who do not know the facts 
anR who are not involved at 
all," be said yesterday. "It’s 
harder fiian getting a divorce. 
There is an enormous amount 
of work which must be 
cleared up. 

“It's not a question (tf. *Ob, 
I’ll come, m sign — ^ve me 
the contract'. It's not as 
simple as that; Qieee are com- 
plicated afrairs. Npbc^’ real- 
ises vriiat is involved in a c<m- 
tract — it is not just a piece of 
p^jer." 

Fotherby*s tfoairman. Les- 
lie Silver, is similarly 
minHad 'Tsople must accept 
the feet that problems are al- 
ways likely when a transfer 
de^ involves a^ts, solici- 
tors, two clubs and the player 
hln^lf,” he said. 

• Richard Shaw yesterday 
complied his £1.5 million 
move from Crystal Palace to 
. Coventry. 


Webb takes action to nip new 
transfer "bungs' row in the bud 


Cynthia Bateman on the Irish Republic’s 
chance of European survival against Holland 


Si 



Stone . . . instant success 


Turks go wild on the streets 


T ens of thousands of 
Turks celebrated on the 
streets following their 
country’s 2-2 draw with 
Sweden in Stockholm on 
Wednesday, a result which 
guaranteed their qualifica- 
tion for the European 
Championship. 


A 12-year old girl watch- 
ing the celebrations fkom 
the balcony of her Istanbnl 
apartment was but In the 
head hy a stray bullet. Her 
condition was said to be 
stable. Two men died of 
heart attacks while watch- 
ing the match on television. 


O the Irish live to 
fight another day. 
And as file mass exo- 
dus of 20.000 support- 
ers slowed Lisboa's air{^ al- 
.most to a standstill, the 
Football Association of Ire- 
land began to wonder if An- 
fteld’s ^000 capacity was suf- 
ficient for those ^o will 
want to watch the European 
Championship qualification 
play-off against Holland on 
December 13. 

Wembley would provide ap- 
proaidung double that 
Jack Charlton was adamant 
he wanted the game to be 
played at Anfleld. Altbou^ 
the FAI made a tentative ap- 
IKoach to for a change of 

venue. It was without the 
manager's blessing and. tn 
any case, met with a negative 
response. 

However Holland, who like 
the Republic have an army of 
travelling supporters, may de- 
cide it Is in their interests to 
request a switch to Wembley. 
Loglstically that would create 
a headache since England 
play a firtendly against'Pextu- 
gal at Wembl^ 24 hours 
earlier. 

Chariton, who grasped at 
this last rharM-ft of qualifying 
with the delict of a man who 
suddenly realises he still has 
an ace up his sleeve, believes 


and income by playing at An- 
fleld could result in long-term 
gain. He believes the R^nibUc 
have a better chance at An- 
field than against a Dutch 
midfield revelling in the wide 
open spaces of Wembley. 

“Also Anfield is home from 
home for some of our play- 
ers." he said. ‘It wiU be like » 
home game for us." Babb. 
McAteer and Kennedy, of 
course, are Liverpool players 
and Aldrid^, Steunton and 
Hot^hton spent years there. 

Although his inittyil HriigM 
at getting another chance to 
qumiiy, courtesy o{ Northern 
freland’s win over Austria, 
was tempered by his worst de- 
feat In charge, Charlton 
beamed: “We have been 
beaten 3-0 but we are throng 
anyway." Maybe. 

Chariton conceded that the 
fir^ goal was a stupendous 
effort by Rui Costa but he was 
nuvtifled by file collapse that 
followed. He knows Holland’s 
strengths only too welL The 
Dutch denied the Republic a 
semi-final place in Uie 1988 
European Championships 
and sUVped them reaching 
the quarterfinals in US *94. 
The sides drew l-i in Italia 
*90 but fim Republic won a 
World Cup warm-up in 
Tilburg. 

“But this will be a different 


“And we are delisted to be 
going into it We have a 
monfii to get ready and we 
might have some players 
back by then. We xn^t have 
a more balanced side." 

He has already said he will 
invoke the five-day rule 
which entities him to call up 
players on the Saturd^. de- 
spite a faQ Premiership pro- 
gramme. “I am not prepmred 
to squander our chance by 
having players out throng 
injury. I see no point in in- 
creasing that risk by allowing 
players to assist their cluhs 
two or three days before a 
match of such importance." 

Charlton desp^tely needs 
a fit Roy Keane but the Man- 
chester United midfielder bad 


Golf 


the short-term loss of support | sort of match,” said Charlton. 


Squash 


Els puts paid to putter 


David Danrias in Mysaakl 


IRNIE EIjS feced a Qw- 
I foot par putt yesterday 

I in the Duxdop Phoeniz 

tournament here in Japan. He 
missed It and Instantly the air 
was filled, as PG Wodehouse 
once said so memorably, “as 
with the sound a passing 
flock of starlings’’. This, 
though, was Bls’s putter 
whirltog the 20 yards or so 
between him and his golf bag. 
which it eventually struck 
with some force. 

Sufficient, anyway, for the 
putter to snap into two pieces, 
the h«id broking clean away 
from the shaft The South 
African stood there In dismay 
as the ime^ of aCfeble, am- 
bling Ernie Els. golfs gentle 
giflwf , ebbed away. So, as it 
happened, did a promising 
score. The former US Open 
champion and current World 
Match Play champion was. 
after 13 botes, five under par 
and joint leader. 

The dropped shot at the 
14th was followed by two 
more at the l6th and 17th, as 
he tried to use the leading 
edge of a sand wedge for put- 
ting purposes. He missed 
from five feet at the I6tti and 
from two feet at the 17th. 

He did manage to birdie the 
long 18th, though, hitting a 21- 
footer almost into the hole for 
an eagle to rescue a round of 
68. three under par. He is only 
four behind the leader. Eng- 
land’s Barry Lane. 

Lane put together a bogey* 
free and shank-free round of 
64 to lead Jumbo Ozakl by one 
and TOm Watson. Robert Ga- 


mez and Shigeki Maruyama 
by two. 

Els was suitably shame- 
feoed standing over his sand 
wedge on the I6th as the pus- 
hed Japanese crowd tried to 
work out what was happen- 
ing. As his eagle attempt 
puLed up by the hole he 
grinned as an American voice 
rang out, with ironic empha- 
sis: "Good putt, Ernie." 

He also mana^. despite 
his desire, to get away, to go 
through with this week’s 
innovation a Polaroid cam- 
era SKsion wifii those mem- 
bers of the public prepared to 
pay 1,000 yen (£6.50) to be 
snapped standii^ with the 
star of their choice. There 
were lO wanting Els, who 
then had to sign the pictures 
and shake the hand of ihe per 
son concerned. 

He probably wanted to meet 
the press even teas but he 
went through with It. ‘T've 
only ever broken three or 
four clubs in my life,” he said. 
"Thank goodness my father is 
not here. He wc^d have 
wanted a word with me.” 

The putter, he sa'i^ was a 
Ping Anser with which he 
had won the US Open, the 
Matchpiay, the Byron Nelson 
event on the US Tour and the 
South African PGA champi- 
onship earlier this year. 'It’s 
served me well.” he smiled, 
temper restored. "It certainly 
did not deserve that." 

The (lending instrument 
was dispatched to one of the 
manufecnirer's touring vans 
to be glued back together. But 
if the balance, the feel the 
magic has gone, Els will use 
.'mother putier he has with 


him. “It's a Ping Scottsdale 
model, one of the origixials, 
and it’s worth about $2,500. 
That would be anofimr good 
reason not to do anything so 
silly again.” 

Ijaue also has an abbrevia- 
ted putter, of under 30zn, but 
tins is by design, He feels that 
by havl^ to extend the arms 
he gets a better pendulum ef- 
fect and yesteidw he h a ^ five 
substantial sbi|^ putts for 
the outright lead. 

His probtems lie not with 
his putter but with the feet 
that he is running out balls. 
This has nothing to do with 
three second-place finishes In 
■the last three months, in the 
European Open, the Euro- 
pean Masters and the Kapa- 
lua International in Hawaii, 
but everything to do with the 
feet fiiat Titleist who make 
th£. ball he uses, shaved man- 
ufacturing fiw particular type 
he p refe r s more than a year 
ago. 

Lane uses a really soft 
for greater control despite 
the feet fiiat he has to sabi- 
fice lei^th. Because it cuts 
easily he also gets throu^ IS 
a round. He had 10 dozen sent 
out to Japan ahead of him, 
from the spuial alrcondi- 
tioned room in which they 
are kept at, be says, the pe^ 
feet temperahire. 

All this did not prevent him 
from shanking one into a lake 
last week. 'Tt was a 74-yard 
shot and 1 wasn’t really con- 
centrating." he said yester- 
day. “But I was when I got 
one of 75 yards at the 7th 
today.” He hit it to 15 feet and 
holed for a birdie — the only 
answer to a shank. 


Heated Harris 
turns off Power 


ffichard Jaga bi Cairo 


E NGLAND’S promising 
attempt to win the 
woxld title for tile first time 
eneoantered unexpected 
problems yesterday before 
they clinched a 3-0 win 
over Canada to reach the 
semi-finals. 

Del Harris, the World 
Open finalist, was taken to 
five games by the gifted bat 
volatile Canadian No. 2 
Jonathan Power and was so 
frustrated in the third 
game that he threw his 
racket against the wall and 
was given a code oc conduct 
warning. 

In the fourth. In which 
Harris foiled to win a rally, 
he had to leave the court to 
change his shoes and socks 
but in the fifth he 
lucky vfoen some coutro- 
versial rafetecing decisions 
infuriated Power. 

The Cana^aw had been 
warned in the first game 
for arEtiine and at 0-3 in 
the fifth his language 
earned him a code coit 
duet warning for dissent. 

Then, after serving only 
twice in the final game. 
Power nung his racket 
against the wall and ut- 
tered an audible obscmiity. 
Both offences went unpun- 
ished as Harris won 9-3, 
S-4. 6-9, 0-9, 9-0- 
Simon Parke’s 8-9, 9-1. 
9-2, 9-4 Win against Gary 
Waite ensured a winnix^ 
lead and Mark Chalonor 
took the dead rubber 9-3. 
9-3, 9-1 against Graham 
Ryding. 


a faemia operatiem just over a 
week agp and his manager 
Alex Ferguson will not want 
to rush him back. 

Townsend was badly 
ndssed frexm the Republic's 
midfield, which was sliced 
apart by the Portuguese. 
Quinn, whoTvas booked, will 
be suspended ^ the Holland 
match, and who knows what 
toll file Premiership will have 
taltenbytben? 

Charlton is close to realis- 
ing anotb^ dream but the 
R^ublic, after their worst 
run of results, are living on 
borrowed time. 

Perhaps, however, their 
hick will bold a little long^ 
on Wednesday’s performance 
they will need it 


THE . Brentford 
I David Webb is calling in 
the police after being 
drawn into the latest trans- 
fer ‘Tnmgs" row. 

' Webb was last week al- 
leged to have accepted a 
£20,000 payment from 
Terry Vmiables when he 
was Southend United’s 
manager and Venables was 
in chai^ at Tottenham. 

The ciait" was made In 
the County Court by Jef- 
firey Fuglm:. who is suing 
the En^and coach Vena- 
bles for £20,000 which he 
says is owed to him for a 
maiketing d^. - 

Webb believes there is a 
dirty tricks campaign beii^ 
wag^ against him, incliid' 
ing the Interception of pri- 
vate phone calls. 

'*1 am appall^ at the ap- 
parent campaign against 
Terry Venables and the use 


of innocent bystanders Uke 
me to destabilise his posi- 
tion.'' Webb said. “I am 
thoroughly fed up with all 
these irrelevant inquiries 
and will be reporting the 
matter to file police and the 
football authorities.’’ 

Sheffield United’s trou- 
bled season took yet an- 
other turn for the worse 
yesterday when the Foot- 
ball League imposed a ban 
on them buying or taking 
players on loan. 

The Torkshire club bad 
borrowed £50,000 from the 
Professional Footballers’ 
Assoriation to help meet 
this month’s wage biU, esti- 
mated to be £200,000. 

The League has written 
to United telling them they 
cannot strengthen their 
senior or reserve-team 
squads until that money is 
repaid. 


Atteutiori: 
Managers of the 
bottoTTi three 
clubs. Our latest 
mortgage deal 
protects gour 
home even if gou 
lose gour job! 

For more information call 0800 400 999i 
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Cariing eyes the 1 9 99 Worid Cup, page 13 
Enqvist races to semi-finals, page 1 4 


Els ifttH sons his putter andj ds lead, 
Brolin saga reaches its cl i iwax, page _ 
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ENGLAND’S BATSMEN GAIN THE DAY AFTER A STICKY START 


Cheap shots 

_ mm ^ in the age of 

Hick plunders a nch seam rugby anarchy 


South Africa V England: firstTest, first day 


MlkeS elweylnPi^etiori a 

T est cricket came to 
Centurion Park yes- 
terday and there 
will be those among 
the crowd oT almost 
10,000 who will have gone 
h ATp4 thiniring it fortunate to 
have escaped for so long. 

Once Hansie Cronje had 
won the toes and put England 
jn, this game of seam-oriented 
concept (this is gold country 
after promised a first day 
as dull as a convention of 
VAT men: industrial, sbQE^ 
floor cricket Instead it was 
resurrected as a spectacle in 
BnpHgh eyes by their bats- 
men and perticidarly Graeme 
Hick. 

England lost three wickets 
before lunch against ordinary 
bowling and "Ti ght, in the old 
order, have expected to lose 
more in tiie afternoon. In- 
stead Mike Atherton, never 
fluent but cussed beyond be- 
lirf. dug deep and fought to 
within touching distance of 
the close to make 78, while 
Hick, having ^ven his cap- 
tain a session start scored an 
unbeaten 105, a century of 
such authority, confidence 
and immense power that al- 
ready he might have set the 
benchmark for the winter. 

The pair added 142 for the 
fourth wi<*^ the partner- 
ship ending when Atherton 
splK»d a new-ball snorter 
from the debutant Shaun Pol- 
lock to gully shortly before 
bad light finished play early 
with less than six overs 
T utmaining and England on 
221 for four. The first hour 
today could have a large bear- 
ing on the match and — who 
knows? — the series. 

As a personal statement 
Hi ck could not have timed it 
better: here is a man who has 
been accused scoring oi^ 
' when conditions suit and the 
g ?im» is going nowhere, tak- 
ing up tlm cudgel in the first 
inning s of the first Test with 
an attack that trumpets its^ 
as ^ most tuKtile on earth. 




Frank Keating 



^^ir^vccy . . - England's captain and opener Mike Atherton survives a blow on the head from Shaun PoUock 


PHOrOGHAPH: CUVE MASON 


and winning. He resumes 
today having already — in a 

undmr foUT bOUTS — hit 
21 fours, none more emphatic 
t h?iT i the murderous c^-side 
strokes off a rampwt Allan 
T HypaiH armed with tiie new 
ball that took him to three 
ures. With hi™ will be Robin 
Smith who. finally having got 
to iday in tiie country of his 


birth, just had time to get off 
flje mark before end play. 

En^and. tn file end. can be 
with the day's work. 
But thme is no question fiiat 
file Soutii Africans miscalcu- 
lated file conditions. So, ak 
th ^ gh file new ball flew 
'tbrou^ in mouth-watering 
foshlon, it foiled to do so once 
the had gona It left 


Cronje with a stereotyped 
atta^ of five frmit-liDe pace 
bowlers in addition to bis 
own medium pace and made 

minil.mimhlng watchil^. 

Nor did they bowl excep- 
tionally well for, while Don- 
ald laesented controlled men- 
ace, bowling wittun himself 
and imlftaghing a h^- 
nntana i-haTig e of pace, mid 


Pollock — Nea Foster with 
more pace — can look back 
withpi^ on his two wickets, 
toe rest including the much- 
hyp^ Sbu^ offered only the 
occasional threat 
In foot little blame can be 
attached to file South Africa 
atta^ for their success in the 
openii^ session: Alec Stewart 
fiw to file most stunning caie- 


Scoreboard 


All home 
insurance 
policies aren't 
more or less 
the same. 


*M A Atharton c Donald b PBUodc 78 
A J Slawait e Malthawa b Schultz — 8 

M R Rampralaah e RMwrdnti 
b Donald — 9 

G P Thorpe e Rlchardaon b Pollock is 
G A Hick net out 109 

R A SriKi not out 1 

Extras <R)5, wl, nbg-.-— — • 

Total (lor 4, SO ovara) *81 

Ml aC wIidtaM; 14. 36. 64. BOB. 

, To bA tR C RuaaaU, D G Cork, D Gough. 
R K liungnnrth, ARC Fraser. 

■owibias Donald 20-8-S9-1; SehulB 
1S-4.-46-1; MatBiawa 17-S-44-0: Pollock 
133 4 UeMlllHi 11-8-33-0: Crania 
6^14-0; Klraian 2-1-I-0. 

SOUTH AFMCJh A C Hudson. G Klraten. 
-W J Crenla. J Cunbian, J N Rhodas, B M 
Mdanm, to J Rlchardaon. C R Mathaws, 
A. A Donald. B N SciMlB, S M Poiloek. 
Unpiras: C J Mllehlay and 8 
VankataiaraUwvan. 


hanHRd catch by Matthews at 
backward square leg as he 
booked Shultz firmly and flat 
: Mark Ramprakash hung his 
bat out tamely after a confi- 
dent bc^uming; and Graham 
Thorpe was undone by some 
extra bounce immediately be- 
fore lunch. 

'nirough tt all Atherton had 
stood defiant, taking the 
blows — a couple to the head 
and at least one numbing hit 
to file body — and giving no 
quarter. After lunch he found 
the p^f^ ally in Hick, who 
survived the customary 
bouncer first ball by file skin 

of his teeth and went on to 
play aiEoably the finest in- 
nings (^bls 38-Test career. 

Only once, wheai he bad 
martft 67. was he troubled 
when be migfiirTUMi a push and 
knocked a relatively gentle 
return catch to Idatthews, 
who . But the bowler could 
not grasp the sbln-hlgb 

chance and Hick escEqiedJf he 
survives the new ball this 
mnrming — and South Africa 
can be expected to come in 
hard after their disaqipomting 
day — he could make them 
pay dearly for that 


IKE CATT had bet- 
ter play out of his 
skinatTwiAen- 
■ w ■ ham tomorrow or he 
win be locdting evenmore of a 
dolt With his intemperate out- 
bursts, Bn^and!s South Afri- 
can greenhorn ^-half has not 

only upset his visiting former 
foUow couDtrym«i but also a 
number of his new compatri- 
ots in file England team. 

Catt disparages South Afri- . 
ca’s totem and captain Fran- 
cois Pienaar as “only an ava^ 

age pl ay pp” — but worse, ^th 

far more ungracious inso- 
lence, be publicly slags off the 
man whose No. 10 jersey he 
takes over. Rob Andrew, who 
in many ways remains a 
national treasure aftar his re- 
cord-breaking decade. 

Catt is an Intematkxnal nov- 
ice stiU to his rookie year. For 
his dismissal of Pienaar he 
was scolded by toe Eni^d 
xoanagement— the scoldh^is 
likely to be subtly more phys- 
ic^ tomomiw afternoon — 
but, while Pienaar mi^t even 
admit his “avamgEaiess’' as a 
player himself his place in toe 
pantheon is sacrosanct for the 
power ofhis presence and 
personality. 

Mucto more distogmimusly 

crass was Catifs attack on the 
play of bis predecessor 
Andrew — "It was so frustrat- 
ing, when toere were so many 
<gqpartuiiities out wide. I was 
screaming for file ball from 
Rob, we all were. In an our 
matefoes we kept teUii^ Rob to 
p ass bothekidked . • . Jerry 
Guscott told me, Tve had to 
put iqp with it for five years. 80 
don’t worry about it* He’s tick 
and tired of diatin g bans and I 
totally agree wito him." 


R 


■RATEBNALteam 
, spirit til? Until he was 
forced to retirefrom 
. Testm^bytoetrans- 
&r rules last month Andrew 
would have been wearing 
Catfsnumbertoznorrow.to- 
stead he win be to the BBC 
ocmimentary box. He said this 
week he was "sad and sorry" to 
read Catfs oufiniisL *T didn’t 
think Mike was like that.** 

At Least Ben Clarke waded to 
for the defence <m Sunday to 

Guaoott. to their places : *T am 
oompletely at odds wito file 
recent vogue to pixtoomtiug 


file sbmtcomtogs of oQiim 
within the side. Slaggtog off 


players is a cheap shot. 
is a coUective sport m w^h 
one person is as responsible as 
anotoer." , . . 

Alas. Ben, it IS the season for 
slaggtog off comrades. Ifyou 

are paid your money, you have 

to justifrr it Twickenham 
should ban forthwito fins 

scurrilous writing. It IS 

tosufforable now that the play- 
ers are getting paid tor achmUy 

plffy m g . Afto any recent Eng- 
land match more ghosts are 
Queuing up outside the dress- 
ing-room than the Old V’ ic sees 

Iny yir RcfauditiontaBtothe 
first act ofHamletwr the Mac- 
beth dinner-party, 
ff an Ett^and cricketer, far 

more femous than any of these 

ru^ follows, went into print 

to sui^ a manner during a Teti 
series he would be keel-hauled 
from the Father Time grand- 
stand, fined heavily and tossed 
to a trice frc»n file team. Wito 
rugby’s anythto&goes new anr 
areby. you suddenly see as well 

why Lord’s stuffily continues 
to v8tautobi(«rai^iies of those 
still playing. 

H OW would Andrew. 

had he played tomor- 
row, have reacted to 
the man outside him, 
Gosoott, havingreadthelat- 
ter’’8ghostednBwautobU^pa- 
• "Andrew is difOcutt to 
centres to play with, not being 
naturally quick off the mark. 

He does not have the ideal style 
to tounchtog back play at 

pace." and stoiilar slj^itog and 
sneering through tile book. 

In Gusoott’s case we have to 
TtiMifp an exceptionfor we must 
take him, as he proclaims to 
the book, as a cme-off suffused 
with "arrc^ance and a sarcas- 
tic and cynical nature’’. 

Meanwhile new contracts 
are to place and another sea- 
son begins where, at each final 
whistle,themuddyheroes— 
wtoorlose—willnotbecilos- 
eted togetoer to c om pan i on- 
able pdvate mnbrace but out 
tofhe corridor blanung each 
ofiier to breathless muttered 
deadltoitis with their ghosts. 

Where can sutii axitics leave 
file loyalty and confraternity of 
any team? The catty Catt 
fully tiiaxged the tomer cham- 
pion Andrew last week — 
"Jmryand'Vrai [Carling] are 
the best centres tothe world 
but they haven’t been allowed 
to cut loose and that boils 

downtotNueman." 

WtiL tomesTow. by all tiuit 
is ri^it and just, it boils down 
to another man : Master Catt. 
One wishes him well — not 
only at making his centres cut 
loose but to steering clear (ff 
fonner con^patriots vengefUUy 
bearing down on him with 
their c^Eitain's pride to mtod. 
He might also care to ten us, 
ffyuT hiftthr rnarTyMmtorRoh, 
about It to his next Instalment 
to the iniblic prtots. For (mce 
that wffl be worth reading. 




You've probably not pven ‘ic much dioughr before 
but k^ true, diere are important differences that can 
affect your premium and your cover. 

Ac Direct Line we have over 2 million ways of 
looking at your circumstances which means you can be 
sure die cover you get will be as comprehensive as you 
need but at a very eompedtive price. 

And weVe thought about diose litde extras 
that mean a lot co you. For .example, we auiomadcalty 
increase your cover for weddings and Christmas 
at no extra cosl So, why net call for an instant quote 
for cover that offers you more for less. 
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He has been a 
bright star in 
the British 
contemporary 
music 

firmament for 
so long now that 
he has become, 
almost 

prematurely, a 
senior figure, 
one of the 
select band of 
composers 
whose every 
new work is 
eagerly 
anticipated 
and then 
scrutinised in 
fine detail. 
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Guardian Crossword No 20,501 


Set by Rufus 



Across 


1 Bending elbow, boozer’s 
beginning to sway 
unsteadily (6) 

6 Scotsman returns with a 
ehap totally Welsh (8) 

9 Tend to have Itttte rest lor 
reereation (8) 

10 A struggle between 
northern and southern sea 
forces (6) 

11 Potter's craft? (12) 

13 Wrestling with a problem, 
lov^ (4) 

14 Late item tor die Press (8) 

17 Extremely ditfieuit and not 
properly finished (8) 

18 I love getting a thank-you 
letter (4) 

20 Whet recruits to ta» firms 
do? (4.3.5) 

23 Disruptively wade in — like 
Mrs Currie? (8) 


24 Person or instrument 
making notes (8) 

25 The daoghter's oltepring is 
a great lad (6) 

26 Cut lumber (6) 

Down 


2 Bespectacled greeting in 
American state (4) 

3 Worst or best way to help a 
duvet maker (5,4) 

4 Bury someone — bSCauBe 
of the wrong note given to 
the doctor? (6) 

6 You’ll And his monument in 
St Paul’s (11.4) 

6 Duck a I’orange? (8) 

7 Vera's involved in wild 
parties (S) 

8 Better order meal before I 
make speech (10) 

12 Arrange to sand away for 
goods (3.2.5) 
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15 Undarsun. one is sadly 
lacking any cover (9) 

13 Where to find colliery 
bosses? (8) 

19 Performs e new ascent (6) 

21 Scot gets a lift with stilers 
in Scotland (5) 

22 Count and recount (4) 

BotaiOon tomorrow 
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